Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

S IISIISIS——S..

ED 416 997

AUTHOR
TITLE

INSTITUTION
PUB DATE
NOTE

PUB TYPE

EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTORS

IDENTIFIERS

ABSTRACT

DOCUMENT RESUME

PS 026 283

Gregg, Gloria A.

A Study of Parent Involvement in Montana Public Schools. A
Work in Progress.

Montana State Univ., Bozeman. Coll. of Education, Health,
and Human Development.

1996-00-00

145p.

Reports - Research (143) -- Tests/Questionnaires (160)
MF01/PC06 Plus Postage.

*pdministrator Attitudes; Elementary Secondary Education;
*Parent Attitudes; *Parent Participation; Parent School
Relationship; *Public Schools; School Community
Relationship; *Teacher Attitudes; Teacher Surveys
*Montana; Parent Surveys

This study, conducted by the Center for Community-School

Development and Testing Services at Montana State University, had two
purposes: (1) to gather information from parents of school-age children and
school personnel, particularly teachers, to determine their perceptions about
the status of and the need for parental involvement in the education of
children in Montana; and (2) to utilize the results of the study to develop a
set of recommendations for various state and local policy makers that would
strengthen, increase, and support parent and community involvement in the
education of school-age children. Three groups participated in the study: a
group of 1,000 parents of school-age children, a group of 750 classroom
teachers, and a group of 250 school administrators and board members.
Participants completed a questionnaire adapted from questionnaires developed
by the Johns Hopkins University Center on Families, Communities, Schools and
Children's Learning. The extensive findings were divided into four sections:
(1) respondents' opinions about parent involvement; (2) data about existing
and desired levels of parent involvement; (3) training and barriers; and (4)
similarities and differences between various groups of respondents.
Generally, parents and teachers agreed that the family-school relationship
could be improved. (Appendices contain permission and cover letters,
questionnaires, and data tables for questionnaire results.) (EV)
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] INTRODUéﬂON
In the fall of 1993, the Center éor Community-School Deireloprnerit and Testing '
Services (Here after referred to as the Center.S at Montana State University was funded
to conduct a-stﬁdy titled Parent Involw;ement in Montana Public Schools. Funding for -
this study was through the Field Initiated Studies program of .the'~ Ofﬁce, of Education
Research and Improvement, U.S. Departmentwof Educétion. _ | - ‘ =
As origipally coriceived, the phrpose of the sfudy was twof(.)ld.fI.'he first purpose
was to gather information from f)areﬁts of scﬁool-aged children and school personnel,
particula_rly teachers, to determine their pefceptions about the status of and the need for
parental involvement in the education of their children in the State o‘f Montana. The

second purpose was to utilize the results of the sttidy to develop a set of

recommendations for various state and local policy makers that would strengthen,

_increase and support parent.and community involvemest in the education of school-aged

children. While some minor changes were made as the study progressed, both purposes

were ultimately accomplished.

- . ' :
The principal investigator for the study was Dr. Gloria A. Gregg, Director of the

- Center. She was assisted by a research advisory team and a graduate research assistant. -

Members of the research advisory team were:

Dr. Randy Hitz, Dean
College of Education, Health and Human Developrnent

Dr. Larry Baker, Adrmmstratlve Assnstant to the Dean
~ College of Education, Health and Human Developrnent

LI




- .

'Dr. Ann DeOnis, Assistant Professor
The Department of Education '

— _ Dr. Sandy Osborne, Associate Professor '
The Department of Health and Human Development

Drs. Hitz, DeOnis and Osborne all ‘ﬁave'backgrounds in _e‘arly qhildhodd and an interest
- in the role parents play in educating their childfen. Dr. Baker has considerﬁble

experience and expertisé in data mainaéement and analysis. The —role of the advisory )
research team was to provide ideas at various stages as the study,prc;gressed and to help
facilitate the meeting wﬁich developed recommendat{ons for action for vaﬁouS state and -
local pblicy ma.lhcers' that 'wouid-streng'then,' increase ahc_l support parent involvement.

The graduate research assistant for the project was Cheryl Johannes. Cheryl was.a

former classroom teacher and elementary principal before becoming a full-time graduate

|
' student in the doctoral program in school administration at Montana State University.
Her role was to help facilitate mailing the questionnaires, nlonitoring returns, entering all
data and 'helping organize the meéting to develop recommendations for action.

RATIONALE FOR THE STUDY :

Over the past several years, the role of parents in .the educatién of their.children \

has taken on a heightened status dug in part to the school effectiveqé:ss movement, site-
based mahagemeﬁt- in some schools, and the issue of choice relz;téd to the; schpdl that a
school-aged young person would éftend. Additional impetus has been provided through

. the passage _in 1994 of the Goals 2000: Ed_ucate America Act that héls eight goals, one of

which speaks specifically to "schools promoting partnerships that will increase parental

" involvement and participation in. promoting the social, emotional and academic growth of

W
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children" (The National PTA, The Next Step is Yours. Chicago, ILL: National PTA

Headquarters). The Montana Goals 2000 panel has also recently adopted nine goals for
the state onelof which focuses on parent involvement.

“There has also been cons1derable research over the past several years that
demonstrates the positive impacts parent involvement can have on the achievement of
children in school (Benson C.' Buckley, S. and Elliott A., 1980; and Walberg, H.; Bole
R.; and Waxman, H 1980). The work by Epstein (1987) indicates that there are positive,
s1gniﬁcant changes in reading achievement from fall to sprlng in those classrooms where
teachers are leaders‘ in terms-of involving parents.

| An extensive review of the literature hy Becher (1984) led her to conclude that
"there are several key family process var1ables or ways of behav1ng, that are clearly
' related to student achievement. Children w1th high achievement scores have parents with

high expectations for them, who respond to and interact with them frequently, and who.

see themselves as teachers of their children.” Becher continues her conclusions by stating
that "parent education programs, particularly thosetraining low-income parents to work
w1th their children, are effective in improving how well children use language skills,

" perform on tests, and behave in school."

In Montana, the newly adopted school accreditation standards clearly.require
s‘chools to involve parents and other community -_members in the education process.‘
These standards, developed as a result of a statewide proiect titled Project Excellence,
Designing Education for the Next Century and adopted in 1989, set the stage\for the

need for parent and community involvement. "The Montana public school is a positive -
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partnership of school trustees, staff, students, parents, and the community. Its central
purpose is the intellectual development of its students." Fwo specific standards speak
directly to this involvement.

Rule 10.55.603 Curriculum Development and Assessment,
2(a): Establish curriculum and assessment development
processes as a cooperative effort of personnel certified in the
program area, trustees, administrators, other teachers,
students, specialist, parents, community and when

- appropnate state resource people.

Rule 10.55. 801 School Climate, (i): Encourage the active
involvement of parents in their children’s education and in
their schools and (j): Provide opportunities for parents,.
educators, and members of the community to take active
roles in developing and reviewing educational goals.

In the past, organized efforts to involve parents and other community members in

Montana schools have been limited to more traditional activities such as PTA g}oups,

school volunteer programs, occasional use of advisory groups and those federally fdnded
progfams (Head Start, Chapter I_etlc..) where some type d_f involvement was'.r'equired.
More recently, two districts have received Even Start grants wh'ich requ"i;e strong parent
invdl'vement components. In the spring of 1995, the Mdntana Parent, Teadher, Stddént

Association sponsored a series of six parent involvement conferences. The purpose was
' : !

twofold: to help increase awareness of the need to get parents involved and to discuss

what makes'parent involvement work.

=
-

As a rural state, Montana provided a unique laboratory in which to study parent

/

. involvement. Montana’s 147,000 square miles make it the fourth largest state

geographically. The state could eésily encompass all of the states of New York, New

Jersey, Pennsylvania and Ohio where the population would total about 48 million in
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comparison to Montana’s 822,000 (1992'Census Update). Another viev'/ of the rural
nature of Montana is to consider that 47 of the 56 countiés_have less than six people per
square mile. Counties 6f this size are often referred to as the American.fronti'er. With no
comrhunity_ hhving a pbpula’tion of 160,000, at least 47% ha\.'e a population under 2,500.
As a result, rﬁany of Mldntana’s 546 school districts are very small and many communities —
- still operate oné, two. or three room schools. : _ ’
RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY
_ Purpose of the Study
The overall.purpc.)se of this study was ltwofold:

1. To conduct a study of parents of sehool-aged children and school
personnel, partncularly classroom teachers, to determine their perceptions
about the status of and the need for parental involvement in the _education
of their children in the state of Montana

2. To utilize the results of this study plus other appropriate research and
information from the literature to develop a set of recommendations for
various state and local level policy makers that would strengthen, increase
and support parent and community involvement i in the educatnén of- school-
aged children -

To accomplish purpose one of the study, a set of questions was postulated:

1. To what extent and how are parents of school- -aged children involved in
the education of their children, borh in and out of the school setting?

2. To what extent and how would parents of school aged children like to be
involved in the education of their children, both in and out of the school
settmg"

3. To what extent and how do school personnel, particularly classroom
teachers, currently involve parents in the education of their children, both
in and out of the school setting?

4. To what extent and how would school personnel, particularly classroom
teachers, like parents to be involved in the education of their children, both

-




- inand out of the school setting? ‘
5. What are the differences in perceptions between parents and school
— personnel, particularly classroom teachers, in'terms of the existing level
- and types of parent involvement?

. 6. What are the differences in perceptions between parents and school
personnel, particularly classroom-teachers, in terms of how much and what
“type of parent involvement they would like to have?

7. Does the size of the school district impact the existing or desired amount -
. " and type of parent involvement? )
8. Does the income level and educational background of the parent(s) . -
impact the existing and desired amount and type of parent involvement?

~ . 9. Does the grade level taught by teachers impact the existing and desired
, amount and type of parent involvement?

10. Does the position he1d by the school administrator impact the emstlng
and desired amount and type of parent 1nvolvement'7 N

11. What formal preparation have school personnel, partieularly teachers,
had relative to involving parents?

12. What formal assistance have parents received from the local school or
other sources that would assist them in being more effectively involved in
the education of their school- aged children, both in and out of the school
setting?

. 13, What are the perceptions of parents of the barriers to becoming mere
effectively involved in-the education of their children?
14. What are the perceptlons of school personnel particularly teachers, of
the barriers to more effectively involving parents in the education of their’
children?

- ‘ The results related‘to the second purpose of thé study, developing a set of

-

recommendations for action, are discussed in a separate document. It is however,

-

important to note that preliminary'data collected to accomplish the first purpose was an

«  integral part of developing these recommendations.




Research Design

" The research .désigi; was a form of descriptive survey research. "The method of
research that simply looks with intense accuracy at the phenomena of the moment and

then describés precisely what the researcher sees is called the descriptive survey . . . The

basic assumption underlying such an approach is that given phenomena usually follow a

: common pattern, or norm" (Leedy, P, 1980). ‘

| Dillméﬂ’s total design metflod (TDM) was u§ed as a guideline fof conducting all_

_ aspects of the study. In particulzir, use of the TbM was xintended to help insure that the
response rate would;be a;leqﬁate. "The TDM consists of two pafts. ‘The first is to identify
each aspect df the survey. procéss t_hat may affé_ct either the -quality or quéntity of
response and to share each of them in sﬁch a way that the best possible. responses are .

- obtained. The second is to organize the survey efforts so that the design intentions are
carried out in complete detail" (Diilmah, 1978).

Populat/ion andASample

Three groups of individuals were selested to participate in this study. The first was

-a-group of 1,000 parents of school-aged children; the second, a»group of 750 classroom

~

teachefs; ahd"the_ third, a g;'oup of 250 school adminisﬁatom and board members.

~ 'While the original research p‘roposal did not jnclude school board members, the
group was included at the recomrﬁendation of t'he research advisory team. This group
suggeste;l that't.he' saml;le size for school administrators be reduced to 200 and a sample
of 50 school board members be included.

" For the parents, a mailing list of 1,000 names was purchased from Donnelley

‘ol



Market;ng, Ine. This company was asked to produce a list that would be a proportional
representétion of households with school-aged chileren. Selection of names was base_ci on
the 1993-94 total public school enrollment in various geographic sections of the state.
buring 1993-94, a total of 159,768 students wes enrolled statewi\d.e. Of these, 44,608
(28%) were in high school and 115,152 (72%? were in elementary 'school. To facil-itate
selection of the sample, it was necessary to establish parameters for the ages at the two
levels. For the purposes of this stud&, high school ages were established as 14 - 18 and
elementary and fniddle school as.ages'S - 13. The list was also to have_.at least 20 pereenf -
~ of the names representing low-income Afamil‘ies. The decision to use 20 percent was based
~on the fact that 20 percent.of Mentana chilc_lren under ‘the age of 18 live in poverty

accofdi_ng to federal guidelines. Table 1 provides.the break downs for the parent list.

Table 1: Break Downs for Parent Mailing List

_ Eastern Montana - Western Montana
1 Total 1993-94 School Enrollment 1 57,542 ‘ 98,227 -

Total Households in Sample 370 a - 630

Total Households with High - . 104 176

School Age Children o

Total Households with Elementary T 266 454

| School Age Children ‘ '
Number of Households Below the 74 126
Poverty Level . ' a

Mailing lists for teachers were not available because of c_onﬁdenf,iality issues so
the sample of 750 teachers was selected in collaboration with the Montana Education_
Association (MEA) which agreed to help us with this pertion of the study. The role of _

MEA was to select the sample according to the guidelines given to them and to mail

- ¥
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both the first packet and the follev;/-ub post card to the sample. -

The membership of MEA at the time the study was conducted was 8,073. Based
on the numbers who teach at various levels, 505 were randomly selected tol represent. |
elementary/middle school teechers arid 245 to represent high schooi teachers. It was also
requested that the semple represent the state geegraphicaily.

For scheol administrators, the mailiné list of the School Administrators of .
Montana (SAM) was used to select the 200 participants. This list included all elementary, .
middle school land high school principals plus all sﬁperintendentg who wefe members of
SAM at the time. Prior to selecting the sample, any names ‘ef retired school

\

administrators, higher education or agency personnel, and associate members were

removed. The associate member category is used by individuals who aspire to be an
admmlstrator but do not yet hold such a position. Selectlon of admmlstrators for the
sample was done using a computer generated seg of- random numbers. The 200 were

selected from a list of 642. Once the sample was selected, it was reviewed to determine if ,

it was geographically representatnve of various parts of the state and included 1nd1v1dua1s

' ﬁllmg all of the above administrative posmons. ' .

The sample of 50 school board membersv was selected from the 366 individuals
identified as cha{rpercons on the memberehip list of the Montana School Boards
Association. A set of random numbers generated by computer was' also ﬁsed_ to select
this sample.

The largest minority population in Montana is Native American.- According to the

1990 Census, this group makes up 5.9 percent of the total population. All other minority



groups combined make up less than 2 percent. In order to have this important group |
represented in the three study populations, every effort was made to have Native .

American representatives included.

Instrumentation - )

The Johns Hopkins University Center on Families, Communities, Schools and

_ Childreh’vaearriing has developed a series of questionnaires for teachers, parents and

students that can be used to assess ways that schools and families can assist each other.

While these questionnaires were originally developed for use in the Baltimore Public

"Schools, they have the potential to be adapted for use in other situations. A letter from |

Joyce Epstein, Co-Director and Principél Research’ Scientist frqm the Center on
Famiiies, Communities, Schools and Cﬂildren’s Learning, giving permission to use the"
questionnaires is included in Appendix A.

This siudy did not use the questionnaire designed for high school smFIents but did
use those designed for parents and teachers at the elerﬁentary, middle schooi and thé_
high school levels. The teacher queétioﬁn#ires could also be ﬂsgd for school
adrﬁihistr_atdrg ' _ . | _ - _‘ '

The parent questionnaires included sections on how the parent feels about the

schools, how and to what extent the parent-gets involved at school and at home, how

well the school communicates with parents, and how the schools help the pérént get

‘involved. The teacher queétionnaires focused on the importance of parent involvement,

communications between school and parents, how volunteers are used, types-and extent

~ of parent involvement including activities parents might do at home, responsibilities of

10




~ - ~

parerifs and suplp'ort for parent involvement. All queétionnaires have sectioﬁs requesting
information on selected demographic and socioeconomic variables and includé several
open-ended questions. o |

Based on~the recomméndations.of the project’s research advisory team, a few

minor modifications were made in the original questionnaires. Most of the changes
N . - ¢ . .

related to. adding or deleting demographic Questioﬁs or to clarifying terminolég'y to more

appropriately fit the groups for which the questionnaires were intended. One change

7/

made in all questionnaires was to add the categdry Native American as a response choice

for the question: Héw do you ciésci'ibe yourself? On the parent questionnaires, a
~  screening question was added 'ag the beginning in order to verify if the individual
receiving the questionnaire had children m the designated ‘age catégo‘i'-}'. If not, the
directions Were to return the questionnaire without.answering the various sections. None
of these modifications altered the content of the statements \on the questic;nnaire or |

changed what the questionnaires-were intended to measure. Copies of eacﬁ que§tionnaire
can be found in Appendix B. -
Data Coilectioh Procedures
Using the TDM process, a packet was prebared and.sent to each potential
responciént‘. The paﬁket included a cover letter that explained the purl;dse of the study,
directions for completing the questionnaire, asshrahc; of c.onﬁdentiality 'of respondent,
directions for returning the coﬁpleted questionnaire and a date by which the material

. , : , -
should be returned.-In addition, the packet included the questionnaire itself and a

pre-addressed, postage paid return envelol.)é.'Each packet was appropriately coded so

11




used to anéwer the research questions..This includes frequencies and percents where

that responses can be tracked as they are returned. Copi¢s of all cover letters can be

found in Appendrx B with the questronnanres

After two weeks, a follow-up postcard was sent to each person who recerved the
questnonnanre. This served the purpose of thanklng those individuals who had already
responded and reminding tnose individuals w.ho had not, that their participation was’
irnportant.. ) -
i)atn Analysie \

‘ ~ The purpose and nature of this study was such that descriptive statistics could be

appropriate. All rlata were entered into a d-Base III program and analyzed as needed.

" Data are displ'aye‘d in table or chart format.

RETURNS

Having a reasonable return rate was essential to the success of this study. It was

" also important to have the returns be representative of the population. While the original

goal of having a return rate of 75 percent for each group was not accomplished, the

" -research advi_sory team did decide that the returns were reasonable and could be used to

answer the questions posed in the stud);. Tables 2 and 3 that follow present total returns

" by respondent group and the ethnic background of respondents. Additionél tables with

data about respondents can be found in Appendix C
The average return rate among all groups is 49.9 percent Because school board
members had the lowest retum rate, 26 percent, among all the groups, the decision was”

made not to consider'school'board rnembers-in the analysis of data. If school board
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members are left out, the return rate is 53.4 percent.

N\

Table 2: Total Returns, All Respondent Groups

- Respondent Groups . Percent of Returns Based on
, . _ Number Mailed
Elementary Parents, Children Ages 5 - _ 563 I
13 s | ] _
High School Parents, Children Ages - 425
| 14 - 18 . o
; || Elementary/Middle School Teachers, = : 46.7 | |
| Grades K - 8 : '
Elementary/Middle School Principals, 59.6
Grades K- 8 { . : ’
) High School Principals, Grades 9 - 12 | - "64.4
Superintendents . ‘ 65.5
School Board Members _ . _ _+ 260

. |[High School Teachers, Grades 9-12 | - T 338 |
It was hoi)ed that the reSpondenis would include Native Americans 'as~thi‘s group
- is Montana’s largest minority .populatiop. As the reader reviews Table 3, it is.important
to remember that Native Americans are 5.9-% of the_: total ‘state populeiltion; Another
:factor to considef is that it has historically been difficult to find qualified Native
Americans to teach in schools with large populations of Native American students. The
1 same is also trﬁe for ﬁr_lding Native Americans to fill administratiye positions.
| FINDINGS
Introduction ‘ |

| * The volume of data collected in this study is considérably larger than what was

i " 'needed to answer the fesearch questions. To handle this volume, the findings présehted

13
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"Respondent White Native Other
‘Groups a American Minorities
Elementary/Middle School 90.6% C32% -|  22%
Parents, Children Ages 5 - 13
High School Parents, Children | 92.2% , 1.1% 55% . .
|[Ages 14 - 18 ' i : '
| Elementary/Middle School . 949% 0.9% 17%
Teachers, Grades K 8 ' '

_ High School Teachers, Grades 96.8% _ 0 0
f9-12 * A
Elementary/Middle School - 96.4% 1.8% 1.8%
Principals, Grades K - 8 o ) -
“[{High School Principals, Grades 96.8% 0 0

9-12 . B :
Superintendents - 97.4% ‘ 0 -0

_made about how best to handle this piece of the study.

Table 3: Ethnic Baekground of Respondente

School Board Members 84.6% 17%  1.7%
NOTE: Percents may not add up to 100 due to some non-responses to this question. ‘

in this report are divided into four sections. The first sectxon presents data on the

responden_is’ opinions about parent involvement. Section two discusses the research

questions about existing and des'ired levels of parent involvement; section three, focuses

on training and barriers; and section four talks about similarities and differences between

.

various g}oups of respondents. The report as it currently stands does not cover findings

related to the original research questions seven through ten. These questions focus on

differences based on selected socio-demographic variables. A determination has not been

Since several of the research questions focused on describing the existing situation

~

‘and what respondents would like the situation to be, those sections of the questionnaires

14
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that seemed to relate-most directly to these two situations were used. Table 4 presents
the quéstionnair'_e sections used in the analysis for each respondent group.

'FINDINGS - PART I
Opinions/Feelings About Parent Involvement

Each questionnaire _'used in this st\udy'starte_d with a series of similar statements
which were intended to get the respondents feelihgs or opinions about parent |
,inv‘olveme,r'lt. Parents were to indicate how they felt 'aiJout their child’s school in terms of
parent involvément. Teacﬂers and _adm'inistrators were to inQicate their'épinions about
pafent invblvement. Respondents were to_usé a scale indicating strongly agree, agree a-
little, disagree or-strongly disagree. |

While thig part of .the questiqnnaire does not directly answer any one of the
}researc.h'.q'uestions,‘the. results are important in terms of the climate for parent
involvement in .the state. To report these results, those stateménts that were similar on
éach questionnaire. o o

Elementary, Middle and High School Parents

Those s_taterhents to which the highest percentage of 'eleme.ntary and middle

school parents respondéd sfrongly agree were:

-

L\ *This is-a very-good school
% - A
/\“’L . *The teachers care about my child
[
oF - *I feel welcome at the school

At the same time, high school parents did not-strbngly agree with any of the statements.
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\ Table 4: Sections of Questionnaire Used for Analysis by Respohdent Group

Respondent Group

Existing Situation

Desired Situation

Elementary/Middle School

13

Parents, Chnldren Ages5--

Q3 - How Families Get
Involved

Q4 - Where Schools Could
Do Better

High School Parents,
Children Ages 14 - 18

Q2 - How Families Get
Involved -

Q3 - How Often Parents
Do Certain Activjties

Q4 - Where Schools Could

Do Better

Elementary/Middle School
Teachers, Grades K- 8

Q2 - How Teachers
Contact Families

Q3 - Use of Volunteers

Q6 - Importance of
Certain Activities

‘Q5 - Where Schools Could

Do Better

Q7 - Where Parents Could
Do Better

High School Teachers,
Grades 9 - 12

Q3 -"Activities Teachers
Do

Q4 - How Teéchers
C_ontact Families

Q2 - Where Schools Could
Do Better

QS5 - Where Parents Could

Do Better

Elementary/Middle School

|| Principals, Grades K - 8

Q2 - How Principals
Contact Families

’ Q3 - Use of Volunte.ers

QS5 - Where Schools Could
Do Better

Q7 - Where Parents Could
Do Better '

High School Principals,
Grades 9 - 12 -

Q4 - How Principals
Contact Families

-

Q2 - Where Schools Could
Do Better .

Q5 - Where Parents Could
Do Better

For this group, the-highest percentages‘appéared under the agree a little response for a

number of statements.

- *This is a very good school
*The teachers care about my child

16
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*I feel welcome at the school
*This school views parent 1nvolvement as 1mportant
*This school is one of the best for students and parents
*I'want to be more involved than I am now in my teens ‘
education

One statement for high school parents dealt with whether or not they should be involved _
in their teen’s education.. Sixty seven\plus percent feel that they shoul_d be involverl.
See Table 5 on the next page for the supporting data. \ : | J
Elementary, Mlddle School and’ ngh School Teachers
Those statements to which the highest percentage of elementary and rniddle
school teachers strongly agree were: |

e

*Parent involvement is good for a school

*Parent involvement can increase teacher efféctiveness
*Parent involvement is 1mportant for student success in
school

—

It is interesting to note that the highest percentage of this group of respondents, 54-
percent, only agree a little with the statement that the school vietvs parents as important
partners. In additio'n, the highest .percentage,'49.8 percent, disagree with the statement
_that parents want to be more involved than they are now.

For high school teachers, the hlghest percentage strongly agree with the same three

statements as elementary and mlddleschool teachers. The highest percentage (54%) also

only agree a little with the statement that the schools view parents as important partners

and 52.1 percent disagree with the statement that narents'want to be more involved. See N

supporting data in Table 6 on the next page.
School Administrators :

‘When looking at'the responses of school administrators, the highest percentage of
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all groups strongly agree \tha,t parent involvement is important for a good school..Beyond

_ agreement on this one statement, elementary and middle school principals, high school

_principals and superintendents vary in their responses to the selected statements.

Those additional statements to which the highest percentage of elementary and

middle school principals strongly.agree were:

*Parent involvement can increase teacher effectiveness
*Parent involvement is important for student success .
*The school views parents as important partners

" For high school principals, the statements to which the highest percentage of

respondents agree a little are: .
*Every family has strengths that could be tapped to increase
student success
*All parents could learn ways to assist thelr chlldren on
school work at home, if show how
*Parent involvement can increase teacher effectiveness
*Parents want to be more involved than they are now

_ -*Parent involvement is 1mportant for student success in

- school

*This school views parents as 1mportant partners

When:high school principals were asked if it was necessary for parents to be involved_in
their teen’s edpcation, the highest percentage agreed that such involvement was
important. | | - |

_ While the percen’tages differed some what, the highest percentage of |

superintendents had responsés similar to high school principals. This was also true for

“the statement about phrenfs peing involved. Table 7 on thé following pagé has the

supporting data for this section. -
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FINDINGS - PARTII |
How Parents Are and Would Like to Be Involved

— ‘ Research Question: To what extent and how are parents of school-aged children involved
in the education of their children, both in and out of the school setting?

Elementary/Middle Scho_ol- Parents
Parents with children at the elementary or mirldle school level were asked ‘to
~indicate how many tnmes they had done certain activities with their oldest chnld in the 5 -
13 age group. The list of act1v1t1es 1ncluded those that could be done at school as well as
those that might be done at h'orne'. The response options 1nclud_ed never, 1 - 2 times, a
few times or many timee. .;I'he activities that the highest percentage of parents indicated
- they do many times were: |

|
|
|
|
1 |
| *Talk to my child about school
\ *Read to my child
1 *Listen to my child read
~ *Listen to a story my child wrote
*Help my child with homework
: *Practice spelling or other skills before a test
o ' *Talk with my child about a TV show
*Help my child plan time for homework and chores
*Check to see that my child has done h1s/her homework
*Go to special events at school -
*Take my child to a library
*Take my child to special places or events in the communrty
i *Tell my child how important school is
|

. There were only three activities that the hlghest percentage of parents indicated

they never did. These were:
. *Talk to my child’s teacher on the phone
"~ *Go to PTA/PTO meetings
*Volunteer at school or in my child’s classroom.

Table 16 with the complete data related to this part of the questionnaire can be found in

19

=Y

¢




Appendix D.

, _' High Schobl Parents
Pé;ents of high school studeﬁts were asked how often they had done a number of
’ differer;t activities at horhe with their teenager. The potential responses were never, 1 - 2
times, monthly, Weekly or every day. Those activities in which the highest perééntagé of

high school parents engaged either every day or weekly are on the following page.

Weekly Every Day
*Listen to my teen read - *Talk to my teen about
something that he/she ' school .
wrote L h *Talk about a homework
*Help my teen with home- assignment.
work *Check that my teen goes
*Discuss grades on tests to school

-

and school work

*Talk about a TV show

*Help plan time for home

work, chores and other

responsibilities

*Tell my teen how important N
school is : '

High scho;)l parents were also asked abouf how often they‘are cufrently involved
at school in vaﬁom ac'tivities. .Response .possibilities included never, 1-2 times, a few
. -times and many times. Those activities in which ;he highest percentage of high school
parents engaged many times were: |
- , | "‘-Atte,nd ﬁ parent-teacher conference
*Attend a high school sports event, play, concert, or other

student performance

The activities to which the highest percent of high school parents indicated that

20




they never engaged were: ' - " .

*Go to a high school PTA/PTO meeting

- *Help with fund raising at the high school
*Work as a volunteer at the high school-
*Attend a committee meeting at this school

Tables 17 and 18 with complete data on how high school parents are currently

involved ¢an be found in.Appendix D.

Research Question: To what extent and how would parents of school-aged ehildren like
to be involved in the education of their children, both in and out of the school setting?

Elementary/Mlddle School Parents
In order to determine how parents of elementary and middle school students
would like to get involved, the question about what schools could do better was

examined. It was decided that those items where parents felt schools either could do- o

better or don'’t do at all, would serve as indicators of areas in which parents would like

more involvement. If the percentages of respondents selectlng these two responses are

added together those statements to which the hlghest percentage of parents responded

that the schools either could do better or don’t do were:

-

*Help me understand my child’s stage of development
*Tell me what skills-my child needs to learn each year
*Assign homework that requires my child to talk with me
about things learned in class p
*Contact me if my child does something well '
*Include parents on school committees such as curriculum, -
“budgets, and school improvement
*Provide ‘information on communlty services that I may want
to use
*Explain how to check_ my child’s homework

Table 19 in Appendix E has the supporting data for this section.

~
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' High School Parents

As with elementary and middle school ;;arents, the question about what schools
.could do better was used to determnne how hngh school parents would like to be
involved. If one looks at the combined percentages those Statements to wh1ch the

hlghest percent of parents indicated, that schools should start or could do better at were:
*Help me understand teen problems and development
*Help me help my teen become 1ndependent and self
confident
*Give me information on how my teen may qualify for
_ scholarships or loans for college I
i . . *Provide me with 1nformat10n about school programs my teen -
' can choose
" *Give me information about how report card grades are
. earned
- *Include my teen in a parent-teacher-student conference
*Contact me if my teen does something well or improves
*Provide information on.how to help my teen plan for
college or for work - .
*Ask me to volunteer at school - ' :
*Provide ideas on how I could keep track of my teen’s
homework
_ *Provide ideas on how to help my teen at home on skills in
specific subjects
*Give information on what my teen is required to learn to
pass each subject
* Assign homework that requlres my teen to share ideas and
- -talk with me-
*Invite me to PTA/PTO meetings . :
*Include parents on school committees -
. *Provnde information about commumty services

The data for this sectlon can be found in Table 20 Appendix E.
" Research Questlon' To what extent do school personnel, particularly classroom teachers,

currently involve parents in the education of their children, both in and out of the
school setting? .

For this question, data collected from superintendents was not considered. This




decision was made because many of the sections on the questionnaire asked

superintendents to respond based on what the school’s teachers should be doing rather

Y

than what the superintendent him/herself would do.

Elernentary/Middle School Teachers

The questionnaire for elementary and mlddle school teachers yielded information

-

about three types of involvement: how teachers contact families, the use of volunteers in
| the classroom, and other activities in which teachers engage.

The section on how teachers contact families allowed respondents to indicate the
percent of families contacted using each method. In three instances, the highest

-percentage of elementary and middle school teachers indicated they had used the

~

technique to contact all familiés. These were:

*Letter or memo home
< *Meeting at school .
*Scheduled parent-teacher conference

For all other techniques except one, the responses were scattered across the spectrum of
poss1ble responses The exceptlon is the techmque report card p1ck-up In this case, the

highest percentage of teachers selected the response N/A. This wo_uld seem to 1nd1cate

N

this is not a widely used activity in the state. See Table 21, Appendix F for supporting

) | data. - S

4

When asked whether or not volunteers were used in the classroom, 74.5%
responded yes. The activity for which volunteers are used by most teachers was help on
tnps or at part1es followed by give talks tutor children in specific SklllS and llsten to

children read aloud: Just over 86 percent of elementary and middle school teachers also ,

23
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" indicated that volunteers are used in their school. In this instance, the activity for which

they are most used was work in the library, computer lab or other area followed by lead
clubs or activities and teach enrichment or other lessons. Tables 22 and 23 in Appendirr

F have the supporting data related to use of voluriteers.

' Elemeritary.and middle school teachers were also asked to indicate how important

it was to conduct certain-activities at their grade level. The response format rangéd from

not important to very irnportant. For this study, it was determined that the respdnse
format very irnponant worrld be taken as an indicator that teachers ‘did engage parents m
a partiaular activity. Those statements to which the highest perc_entagé of teachers
responded very imponar.zt\were: |

*Have a conference with each of my students’ parents at least -
once a year

*Contact parents about their children’s problems of failures
*Inform parents when their children do something well or
improve

*Inform parents of the skills their chlldren must pass in each
subject I teach : ' o

*Inform parents how report card grades are eamed in my
class

*Ask parents to. listen to their child read

*Ask parents to listen to a story or paragraph that their
children wnte :

Table 24 in Appendix F provide the support data for this portion of the
qur:stionnaire. | |
' High.‘ School Teachers
High school teachers were asked to ind;:cate how important it was to conduct
certain activities at their grade leval. The responsé format rangad from not importan_t to

very important. As with elementary and middle school teachers, it was determined that

24
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the response format very imp_ortant would be taken as an indicator of whether or not
teachers engaged parents in a particular activity. 'i‘hose activities to which the highest
percentage of teeehers selected very important were:
| *Conteet parents when their teen has pr‘oblems or failures
j"Inform parents when their teen does something well or
improves
It is interesting to note that for all 'oth/er :activities except one, the highe‘st‘percentage of
respondents fell into the pretty important category. The exceptien was request informat_ion
from parents about their teeﬁ’s t_alents, interests, or needs.' In this instance, there was a _
tie with the highest percentage beihg spiit between a litt_le end pretty important. -_
"A second measure of how high school teachers involve parents asked what percent

of their students’ families had been contacted using certain communication techniques.

-

There was no one technique that the highest percentage of high school teachers

indicated they had used with all families. In fact, most of the highest percentages fell in

¥

the 25 percent of families or lower range.
* The supporting deta for how high sehool teaehers currently invqlve parents can be
found in Tables 25 and 26, Appendix G. |
- - Eleﬁieptary s'md. Middle School Principals
Elementary an_d middle school prineipals Qere asked to estimate the percent'of
students’ families that they had contactecj_ using certain types of'communica'ti.on'
"teehniques. In only one instance did the highest percentage of elementary and middle \

school principals indicate they had contacted all familiés. This was the communication

technique letter or memo. For scheduled parent-teacher conference, the highest

'
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percentage of principals said the)r had used this method with 90 percent of the farniiies.
- See Table 27, Appendix H for supportihg data. .

Another common method of involving parents is the use of school volunteers.
Elementary and middle school principals were first asked if volu_nteers were used either
in classrooms or throughout the schoo_1‘. If this response was positive, they were to

indicate in what ways volunteers helped. In terms of classroom use '94.6 percent of the

respondents said yes and for use throughout the school 89 3 percent said yes. How most |

respondents used volunteers either in the classroom or throughout the school is depicted

in the chart the chart at the top of the next page

In the Classroom Throughout School
Help on field trips or o Work in library, computer
at parties _ lab, or other area ‘
Give talks : Lead clubs or activities
*Listen to children read . Teach enrichment or other
-aloud lessons

Read to children
The supporting data related to use of v_olunteers can be found in Tables 28 and 29,
.Appendix H. | | o
High School Principals
High school principals were also asked what percent of their students’ parents
they had contacted using various communication techniques. The highest percentage of
| high school principals indicated that they had contacted all families using a letter or

memo. Beyond this, most of the highest percentages were scattered across the response

categories with many at 50 percent of families or below. See Table 30 in Appendix H for

supporting data.

26

,3‘2.‘ -




Research Question: To what extent and how would school personnel, particularly
classroom teachers, like parents to be involved in the education of their children, both in
and out of the school settmg

Elementary and Middle School Teachers
Elementary and middle school teachers were asked to indicate the importance of
a series of activities intended to involve parents and families at school. To help

determine what elementary and middle school teachers’would like to see schools do to

get parents involved, the response categories needs to be developed and needs to be
improved were exam1ned Act1v1t1es where the highest percent of elementary and middle
school teachers selected needs to be developed were: |

* *Workshops for parents to build skills in parentlng and
understanding their children at each grade level.
*Workshops for parents on-creating home COIldlthIlS for
learning. .
*Surveylng parents each year for their ideas about the school.
*Information on how to monitor. homework.
*Information for parents on how to help their children with
specific skills and subjects.
*programs for after-school activities, recreation and
homework help. ' '

Those activities where the highest percentage of respondents indicated needs to be
improved were:: . ) : o

*Communlcatlons from the school to the home that all
families can understand and use. '
*Communications about report cards so that parents
understand students’ progress and needs.
*Volunteers in classrooms to assist teachers and students
*Volunteers to help in other (non classroom) parts of the
- school.
*Involvement by families in PTA/PTO leadersl'up, other
_ committies or other decision- makrng roles.

The second question that focused on how elementary and middle school teachers
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would like parents to be involved asked this group to indicate the importance of parents

_conducting certain activities. Those activities where the highest percentage of these \

-

teachers indicated very important were:

*Send-children to school ready to learn
- *Teach children to behave well

*Set up a quiet place and time for studying at home . -

*Encourage children to volunteer in class :

o *Know what children are expected to learn each year
‘ ' *Check daily that homework is done

*Talk to children about what they-are learning in school

*Ask teachers for specific ideas on how to help their chlldren

at home with classwork - _
*Talk to teachers about problems the children are facing at - .
home '
*Talk to children about the 1mportance of school

Appendix I, Tables 31 and 32 has the supporting data for this section. .
L ' | . High School Teachers
Two questions similar to those used for elernentary and middle school teachers on

how they would like parents to be 1nvolved were used to determine the same information

for hlgh school teachers The first question focused on activities the schoals might do to

get parents involved._Th_e activities which had the highest percentage of high school

- teachers selecting the response n'eeds to be developed were:

\

‘ ‘ *Informatlon to parents on parenting skllls and adolescent
development ~
*Surveys of parents each year on their ideas about school
*Parent and other volunteers at the school -
*Information to assist parents to monitor thelr teen’s
homework
. *Information to assist parents to talk with their teen about
classwork, skills, and subjects
l -*Participation by families in PTA/PT 0 other committees, -
and decision-making roles
*Committees involving parents to review the high school

28
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curriculum .
*Committees involving parents to review school policies
*Business and community partnerships to enrich school
programs ‘

In addition, the following activities had the.highest pefcentége of high school teachers
_ et .

selectmg the response needs to be tmproved

*Commumcatlons from the school to the home that all

families can understand and use

*Communications about report cards so that parents

understand their teen’s progress and needs

*Parent-teacher conferences with all families

*Information to parents on how to help their teen plan for
. education or employment beyond hjgh school

See Table 33 iri Appendix I for supporting data.

. The second question focused.on what high school teachers would like parents to

do. To determine this, the responses to. the category very important were reviewed. The-

-

activities that the highest percentage of high school teachers indicated were very

_important for parents to do are:

_*Set up a quiet place and time for studying at home SN
*Know what their teen is expected to learn each year
*Check regularly that home work is done :
*Talk with their teen at home about what they are learning in
class
*Encourage teen to part1c1pate in class :
*Attend assemblies and other special events at the school
*Talk to their teen about the importance of school
*Monitor their teen’s progress and needs in each subject
*Help their teen plan for future work or school S

" Table 34 W1th supporting data can be found i in Appendix L.
‘ Elementary and Middle School Principals )

Two questions were used to look at what el_ementary and middle school principals
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-would like to see in terms of parent involvement. One focused on what schools could do

and the other and what they would like parents to do.

P

When asked about what schools could do, those activities to which the highestl

percentage. of elementary' and middle school principals responded need to develop were:
*Workshops for parents on creatrng home conditions for

learning

*Surveying parents each year for the1r ideas about the school
*Information on how to monitor homework =~ .

*Information for parents on how to help their chlldren with

specific skills and subjects ’

*Programs for after-school activities and homework help

- . _ ]
-The highest percentage of this same group also indicated that a number of activities need

’

to be improved.

*Workshops for parents to build skills in parenting and
understanding their children at each grade level
*Communications from the school to the-home that all
families can understand and use
*Communications about report cards so that parents

~ understand students’ progress and needs
*Volunteers in classrooms to assist teachers and students
*Involvement by families in PTA/PTO leadership, other
committees, or other decision-making roles.

When it comes to what parents should do, the activities to which the highest
percentage of elementary and middle school teachers responded very important are listed
below. It is worth noting that from a list of 14 ‘activities, all but three ended up-in the
very important category.

- *Send children to school ready to learn -
*Teach children to behave well
*Set up a quiet place and time for studying at home
*Encourage children to volunteer in class

*Know what children are expected to learn each year .
*Check daily that homework is done -

- .30
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*Talk to children about what they are learning in school
*Ask teachers for specific ideas on how to help the1r chlldren
at home with classwork

*Talk to teachers about problems the chnldren are facnng at
home .

*Take children to special places or events in the commumty
*Talk to children about. the importance of school

Appendix J, Tables 35 and 36.
. ‘ High School Principals |
The questionnaire for hlgh school prnncxpals also asked respondents what activities
the schools should be doing to get parents 1nvolved as well as what it was 1mportant for
parents to do. The follownng activities are those that the highest percentage of high

school principals indicated need to develop.

*Information to parents on parenting skills and adolescent

development o
*Surveys of parents each year on the1r ideas about the school ’
*Parent and other volunteers at school \
*Informatlon to assist parents to monitor their teen’s
homework -

*Information to assist parents to talk w1th their teen about

class work, skills, and subjects

*Participation by families in PTA/PTO, other commlttees

and decxsnon -making roles . _ .

| . )
| . The suppertlng data for elementary and middle school pnncnpals can be found in
An additiondl ﬁve activities were selected by the hlghest percentage of high school
|
|

pnncxpals as needs to be improved.

*Communlcatlons from the school to the home that all

families can understand and use-

*Information to parents on how to help their teen plan for
_ education or employment beyond hlgh school

*Committees 1nvolv1ng parents to review the high school

curriculum~

*Committees involving parents to review school policies -
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‘ *Busxness and community partnerships to enrich school
programs -

As with elementary and middle school principals, high school principals were

asked about activities they would like to see parents do. Those activities that the highest

percentages of this group indicated as being very important for parents to do were:

*Set up a quiet place and time for studying at home

*Know what their teen is expected to learn each year

*Check regularly that homéwork is done x

*Talk with their teen at home about what they are learning in
. _class '

*Encourage teen to part1c1pate 1in class

- - *Talk to their teen about. the importance of school

*Monitor their téen’s progress and needs in each subject

*Help their teen balance homework home chores, and

outside activities : I,
“*Help their teen plan’for future work or. schooling ' T

See Appendrx J, Tables 37 and 38 for supporting data on this section.

FINDINGS PART III
Training on Parent Involvement and Barriers.

One of the issues that surrounds parent 1nvolvement is whether or. not school

personnel have had any formal preparation or training on how to work effectively with -

‘parents and families While the research speaks to the tremendous impact such

involvement can have on student success in school school personnel who are not

prepared to implement effective parent involvement efforts are at a d1st1nct disadvantage.

An additional question that was a_dded to the questionnaires sent to teachers and

~ school administrators attempted to-get at this issue. This question asked respondents to

!

indicate. if they had any formal preparation on parent involvement. Respondents who

indicated yes were to check the types of preparation.
32 S
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Research Question: What formal pre;iaration have school personnel, pérticularly
teachers, had relative to involving parents?

- L Elerﬁentary,_ Middle School énd High School Teachers | . |
| Ninety-four high school and 230 elementary and middle school teachers
responded to the question about formal pfeparation. Among higﬁ school teachers, 62.8% 7
said yes a’nd far the most part; this preparation came about throuéh workshops or |
conferénces. _FOr elementéry ;ll.ld middle school teachers, m said they had some type
of formal ’prepar_ation and as with high school teachers, most of this was at“ workshops or
confereﬁces, Very few among either group indicﬁted that pare'ntv involvement was part of -
the’college pre‘paratic.)n courses. |
. _ S:chool' Administrators )
Of all the school bersonnel'groups, thé'sdperintendents had the highest
- _percentage (71.4%) of yes responses to the qgestion ébout pregaration. For ﬁigh school :
principals, the number of yes responses was 56.7% of those who responded and for -
elementary-and middlé'school principals, the yes responses were 69.2% Agai;l,
WOrlc.shops and conferences were the means by which most of this preparation occurred.
Parents |
The parent questionnaires did not ask specifically about formal assistanc;e they

‘had received through the schools. However, the questionnaires did ask both parent

groups if workshops were available through the schools, what topics they would like to

subjects tﬁey would like to know more abouf. ' L

~

|
have covered. In addition, elementary and middle school parents were asked what
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Research Question: What formal assistance have parents received from the local sehool
or other sources that would assist them in being more effectively involved in the
education of their school-aged chidlren, both in and out of the school setting?

" Elementary and Middle School Parents

The iop five topics that elementary and middle school parents most wanted to
learn 'about were:

*Discipline
*Dealing with stress .
*Helping child develop his/her talents
- *Helping child take tests
“*How chlldren grow and develop at their Chlld s age

When asked what subjects they would like to khow more about the greatest

number of elementary and middle school parents selected math. This was followed by .

s

study skills, science, and reading.

. ' - High School Parents

]

High school parents were also asked what topics they would like more information
about. The top five topieé were:

*Peer pressure in adolescence
- *Helping their teen study :
S . *Helping teen develop his/her talents
*Planning for the future - college or work
*Dealing with stress

Barriers to Effective Parent Involvement ) .

‘To determine the barriers that inhibit effective parent involvement, a thorough

examination of the open-ended responses on the questionnaires was made. This .

examination was intended to identify trends and themes that would help respond to the
s

question about what prevenfs more parents from getting involved in the education of
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their children?

There were two research questions related to barriers. Each is presented with a

list of the trends and themes mentioned most often plus several verbatim quotes from

respondents that illustrate the pomts being made. -

Research Question: What are the perceptions of parents of the barriers to becommg
more effectively lnvolved in the education of their children?

Elementary and Mlddle School Parents

The followmg were identified as barriers by elementary and middle school

~

parents.

*Lack of regular, open commumcatlon about what S
happening at school.
*Teachers who don’t care about my Chlld
*Distrust that parents and teachers have of each other
- *Teacher tenure and not being able to remove poor teachers. |
*Lack of time. ‘
*Fear that child won’t be challenged and won’t develop basic ‘
skills needed in life.

Several verbatim quotes serve to illustrate these themes and .

-

trends.

Schools should be accountable to parents. Teachers and administrators
should be more open to parental input. All they want are easy solutions
not what can educate students. Students are labelled. Teachers perpetuate
these labels. Kids are not treated with respect. :

Let me know’ about the curriculum, how to reinforce it at home; provide
me with information so that I can pre-teach difficult concepts. -

Make sure that all teachers teach positive thinking and don’t degrade kids.
Have daycare during Meet the Teachers Night and parent teacher .-

conferences. Being home by myself with three small chlldren makes it
dlfﬁcult to attend.
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~ Teachers seem to get set in their ways. It must be easier to do their
teaching the same over and over. They don’t seem to have the spark nor
do they want change or anyone else to get involved in their classrooms.

- High School Parents
Five trends or themes related to barriers were identified from high school parent
responses. - e : : o | ‘

*Lack of one-way and two-way commumcatnon

*Lack of a trusting relationship between school and home

*Negative teacher attitudes about parents and parent

involvement: ) : _

*Poor teachers : - '
*Lack of time ' '

Verbat1m comments that serve to 111ustrate these points include the following.

They need to ask for parent 1nvolvement not just for fundraisers or '
sporting events but also for academics...suggestions for field tr1ps an
occasional lecture, sharing ideas, etc.

Y

Somehow, the general fear that teachers have of parents in the classroom
needs to be addressed--teachers need to learn that parents are allies not
enemies. :

It is real hard to remove a poor teacher from the system.

I think it is so important for a school to maintain a contact with a parent.
Being a working, single parent, it is so hard to stay on top of everything
going on with your children. :

Research Questlon° What are the perceptions of school personnel, partlcularly teachers,
- : of the barriers to more effectively involving parents m the education of their children?

. - '\ Elementary and Middle School Teachers

Six barrier's to involvement ‘appeared in the open-ended responses on the

P

questionnaires returned by elementary and middle school teachers.

*Time and energy
- *More parents are working and are difficult to reach

/
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feel.

*Pressure groups are trying to dictate programs.
*Education is not among parents’ priorities nor is it valued
*Dysfunctional families

*Parents are becoming more critical and are not as
supportive

A aumber of comments help illustrate how elementary and.middle school teachers

~

- I am seeing that without community and parent involvement/support, the

" school will go down the tubes. We have very little general support in this
town and a great deal .of negativism directed at teachers, their salaries,
their professnonallsm--yet have everything given to us as reSpons1b111t1es to
heal all social and family ills.

I like the idea of parents in the classroom. In fact, I encourage parent
involvement. I do grow weary of those who enter the classroom with an
agenda and look for ways to implement that agenda. I have found there is
usually a compromise but this takes a lot of time from students as well as
adding strain on teachers and administration.

There needs to be a general idea of positive attltude fostered in some way
Teacher and education are no longer viewed as important.- '

I feel that teachers are beginning to feel like adoptive parents, ‘raising not only
their own kids, but children of a dysfunctlonal society. This is bnngmg
about a resentment towards teachmg as a profession. .
" Parents have become less involved, more hassled by school needs frantic that -
their children succeed but unable to find time or energy to help. ..

High School Teachers
The open-ended responses from high school teachers also contained several
identifiable trends or themes.

*Time available for both parents and teachers
*Parent apathy
- *Parents expect schools to do too much.
*Parents’ negative attitudes toward education
*Lack of financial support
*Lack of ambition/initiative on school’s part to get it (parent




involvement) started

1

The following comments illustrate these points.

My biggest obstacle is simply time. l
Get the cemmunity to acknowledge (that) education is important today, that the
rural world is compacting and changing; (it) can ’t absorb the numbers of
young it is producnng _ - i
Parents need to understand that it is their responsibility to educate their children,

~and that teachers, school systems, etc. are Tesources that they build and use

© to help them with this task.

I’m not convinced that socnety has educatlon as a priority. If they did, this survey
would not exist. :

t

School Adniinistrators

The responses to the Qpen-ended questions for principals and superintendents

were reviewed as a group. The following barriers emerged. '

*Parents are too busy with work.

*Parent apathy

*Breakdown of traditional family structure

*Lack of trust on both sides

*Lack of time and training for administrators and teachers
- *Invasion of families’ privacy

Some of the comments from administrators that illustrate these themes and trends

1nclude those on the next page. .
There is a lot of apathy in this community. Everyone these days is busy and the
attitude here is let someone else do it, I’'m too busy with my own.

I am seeing a regular decline in parent involvement and more serious learning
problems on the part of some chlldren I feel that there isa d1rect

correlation.

Parents’ time is growing more and more hectic with work schedules, etc.
Therefore, when they get home that’s where they want to stay to relax.

N
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‘The daily tasks of many principals greatly limit our ability to work closely with
‘parents and communicate. Mast of us are putting in 10 to 16 hours days
just to stay afloat.

'We do not really need parents as volunteers at school but students need to know
that their parents Support the goals of the schools.

Parent apathy is the greatest detriment. When parents don’t care, why should
their children? -

"FINDINGS - PART IV
Similarities and Differences Between Groups of Respondents

1

Research questions five and six as originally structured provided an 6pportunity to
"look at the differences between parents and school personnel. As this project prdg’réséed

- and the data were examined, it seemed logical to look at similarities and as well as
\ _ -
differences. On this basis, the two research questions were slightly modified to read as

-

follows.

_ Research Question: What are the differences and similarities in perceptions between
. parents and school personnel, particularly classroom teachers, in terms of the existing
level and types of parent involvement? :
Research Question: What are the differences and similarities in perceptions between
parents and school personnel, particularly classroom teachers, in terms of how much
| and what type of parent involvement they would like to have?

Based on the data that has_been thoroughly examined so far, the folloWing
similarities and differences have been dctermined.

1. Most elementary and middle school parents indicate they do not

-volunteer but a high percent of teachers at this level say they use,
volunteers in the classroom and that volunteers are used throughout the:
‘school. Elementary and middle school principals also indicate that

~ volunteers are used in the classroom as well as in other aspects of the

- school.

* 2. Most parents want te be involved both at home and at school in a

variety of activities. But, teachers and administrators question whether or
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not this is true. One of the barriers identified by school personnel was -
parent apathy. ' -

3. Most elementary, middle school and high school teachers all agree that
parent involvement is not only good for a school but for student success.
Teachers also agree that such involvement can ificrease teacher
effectiveness. At the same time, parents do not feel that the school views

.them as important partners.. Interestingly, teachers, high school principals
" and superintendents also don’t think schools view parents as important

partners. However, elementary and middle school pnncxpals did indicate
that the school viewed’ parents as 1mportant B _
4. Both high school pnnclpals and parents of high school students believe it
is important for parents to be involved. However, the ways parents get
involved most at this level is limited to attending parent-teacher
conferences or an activity/event at the school. High school parents

indicated they never go to PTA/PTO meeting, help with fundraising,.
volunteer at the high school or attend a committee meeting.

5. Most parents at all levels want more communication with the schools.
When teachers and principals were asked about how they contacted parents
and families, the most commonly used technique was by letter or memo. At
the high school level, it appears that there is very limited contact with
parents even by letter or memo. This is supported by the fact that high
school parents feel they are rarely contacted by the school except when .
their teen is having problems. Parents at all levels would like the schools to
contact them when their chlld/teen does well and not just when there is a
problem. _ i : \

6. In general, most school personnel are in agreement that schools need to
provide workshops and/or information for parents about child/youth growth
and development. Teachers in particular think this should include parenting
education. Elementary, middle school and high school parents have all
indicated that offering workshops and/or information on these and other

topics is something they would like the schools to be doing.

7. Most parents and teachers agree that lack of time for both groups is a
barrier to involvement. While administrators did not mention time per se,
this group did identify parents as being too busy with work as a barrier.

8. When asked about formal preparation on parent involvement, most high

school teachers and school administrators responded that they had some
preparation. Slightly under 50% of elementary and middle school teachers
responded the same. In almost all instances, the type of preparation was
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through workshops and conferences. Very few respondents in any of these |
groups indicated the preparatlon was part of the formal college preparatlon

* program.

9. Most elementary and middle school parents' think schools could do a

better job at providing them with information about what their child needs
to learn. ‘At the same time, teachers at this level think it is very 1mportant
to tell parents the skills needed to pass in each subject.

' 10.‘Most high school parents think schools could do better about providing

information on how report card grades are earned. While high school

" teachers think this is pretty important, they do not consider this a very

important activity. At the same time, high school teachers think it is very
important for parents to know what their teen is ¢ xpected to learn while
parents think schools could do a better jOb of prov1d1ng this information.

11. Most high school parents stated they never -attend PTA/P’T O or
participate on various school commnttees This group feels that the schools
need to do a better job of asking thém to participate in these activities.
Both high school teachers and high school principals believe this type of
involvement is pretty lmportant and agree that schools need to. develop '
ways to get parents involved in'PTA/PTO or to participate on'various
school committees. :

12. Most elementary and middle school parents also stated they never
attend PTA/PTO meetings but at the same time, think schools do well at

inviting them to participate. Teachers and principals at this level think this -

type of involve is pretty important and think schools need to develop ways
to do this.

.13 Most parents at all levels want communications from the school that
they can understand and use. Elementary, middle school and high school
teachers and principals all agree that they need to do better about
providing thlS type of communications. o

14. Most elementary and middle school parents help their chlld(ren) with
homework, check to see that the homework is completed, and tell their .
child(ren) that school is important on a regularly basis. Elementary and
middle school teachers and principals agree that this type of at-home
support is very important.

15 On a weekly or dally basis, most high school parents talk to their teen
about the importance of school, help with homework and talk about
homework assngnments As is the case at the elementary and middle school

41

49

-



-

. level, both high school teachers and principals indicate these are very
) important activities for parents. In addition, they would like parents to set
up a quiet place and time for teens to study at home.
i - : l ’ . -
\ - . .
| - . \ ~ ' . . i~ .r )
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May 24, 1994
Dear Parent or Guardian;

Many parents and other community members are interested in

finding ways they can be more involved in the public schools in
their community. How this ‘might be done in Montana is the focus
of a current study being conducted by the Center for Community-

'School Development and Field Services at MSU. This information

will be utilized to develop a set of recommendations for actlon
1n Montana. To do thls, we need your help!

We are‘seeking information from selected school ‘administrators,
school board members, teachers and parents. Input from all of
these groups is important so please-take about 15-20 minutes to
complete_and-return:the enclosed questionnaire.

T

You will not be identified in any way and the results will only
be presented as group data. No one individual or, K school will be
1dent1f1ed The return envelope is coded but thls is only so we
can do any necessary follow-up.

A postage pald, prefaddressed envelope is enclosed for'you to use.
in returning the completed questionnaire. If at jall possible, we

would like the questlonnalre back by May 31, 1994.

If you are 1nterested in receiving a copy of the results, please.
print  your name and mailing address on the back of the envelope.
Do not put it on the questlonnalre _ -

Thank you very nuch for helping us with this important project.
If you have any questions, please don t hesltate to call us at
994-6984. -

Sincerely, =
Gloria A. .Gregg - °_ Cheryl Johannes
Director - _ : Research Assistant



SCHOOL AND FAMILY PARTNERSHIPS
Survey of Parents in Elementary and Middle Grades

DIRECTIONS FOR COMPLETING AND RETURNING THE QUESTIONNAIRE
1. Please read the directions for each section carefully before respondmg

2. Wnte all responses on the questlonnmre itself.
3. Allresponses are strictly confidential. ‘The number on the return envelope is only for the purpose of follow-up if
needed. The rcsults will be reported as group data and no one md1v1dual will be identified. -
4. When you have completed the questionnaire, place it in the enclosed large postage paid envelope and drop itin
- the mail. PLEASE RETURN NO LATER THAN MAY 31, 1994. - )

—

Again, our sincere thanks for helping us out.

A. DO YOU HAVE ONE OR MORE CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES OF 5 AND 13 ENROLLED IN PUBLIC
SCHOOL? YES —NO o :

If NO, please do NOT complete this questionnaire. Return it in the enclosed postage paid cnvelope.

. HOW MANY CHILDREN ages 5-13 in your farmly goto nub,hg school THIS YEAR? (Circle how many.)
1 2 3 4 5 or more ,
'C. What GRADES are they in? CIRCLE ALL of the grades of your children in this school. B o o
PreK Kindergarten Gradel 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Other(Specify_____~_)

. Thls booklet should be answered by the PARENT or GUARDIAN who has the MOST CONTACT thh the school about your -
oldest child aged Sthrough 13- . -

Who is filling in the booklet? . PLEASE CHECKIF YOU ARE...

___mother - aunt _ —guardian

_father - . —uncle — other relative

— stepmother . , — grandmother o . — other (describe) ‘
__ stepfather _ — grandfather : - !

~

. If you have more than one child between the ages of 5 and 13 enrolled in public school, please answer the questions in the booklet
about your OLDEST CHILD at school in that age group.

N

Is your oldest child in the 5-13 age groupa:  __boy or ___ gill?

-

This questionnaire was adapted from a eedes by Epstein and Salinas (1993) titled School and Family Partnerships:
Surveys and Summaries, Center on Families, Communities, schools and Children's Learning, Johns Hopkins University.
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' ' Q. 'WE WOULD LIKE TO kNOW HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT THIS SCHOOL RIGHT NOW. THIS .
, WILL HELP SCHOOLS PLAN FOR THE FUTURE. PLEASE CIRCLE ONF, CHOICE FOR

EACH STATEMENT. - '
YES  Meahs you AGREE STRONGLY with thie statement,
yes Means you AGREE A LITTLE with the statement.
no - Means you DISAGREE A LITTLE with the statement.

NO " Means you DISAGREE STRONGLY with the statement.

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THESE? , .

a.  This is a very good school. P ' . YES yes " - no NO

b.  The teachers care about my child. YES yes . no NO

c. Ifeel welcome at the school. ' i YES yes © no NO

d.  This school has an active parent : - :

organization (e.g., PTA/PTO). o YES yes no - NO.

€. My child talks about school at home. : YES " yes no . NO

f. My child should get more homework. ~ YES = . yes "m0 NO

g Many parents I know help out at the school. YES yes no- NO

h.  The school and I have different goals for - ‘ _

.. my child. T . ; . - YES yes no NO

1. Tfeel I can help my child in reading. : " _YES ' yes no - NO

J. Ifeell can help my child in math. YES yes - .no NO

k. I'could help my child more if the teacher : h

" 'gave me more ideas. - - YES . yes no ~ NO

1. " My child is leamning as much as he/she can , _ A )

. at this school. . YES ° yes no NO

m.  Parents at this school get involved more in ' '

- the younger grades. ' - YES yes no 'NO -

n.  This school is known for trying new . : o '

" programs. " YES yes no - NO.

0.  This school views parents as important ' o v

partners. _ . - YES yes no . NO

P- " The community supports this school. ~ YES yes ' ‘no NO

q.  This school is one of the best schools for - " . : :

+ students and for parents. ' " YES - yes no NO

. : B s C . .

Q-2. SOME FAMILIES WANT MORE INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT THEIR CHILDREN ARE ot
LEARNING IN EACH SUBJECT. CHECK WHICH SUBJECTS YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE -
ABOUT TO HELP YOUR CHILD.

— Math skills T — Social studies - — Current events

— Reading skills — Science . — Study skills .

— Writing stories, . — Handwriting : " — Other (describe) ’ !
" — Spelling , " Speaking skills : - .
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Q-3. FAMILIES GET INVOLVED IN DIFFERENT WAYS AT SCHOOL OR AT HOME. WHICH OF
THE FOLLOWING HAVE YOU DONE THIS YEAR WITH THE OLDEST CHILD INTHE 5-13 .
AGE GROUP YOU HAVE AT THE SCHOOL? PLEASE CIRCLE ONE CHOICE FOR EACH ITEM.

NEVER

1- 2 TIMES

A FEW TIMES
MANY TIMES

means you do NOT do this or NOT YET this year

means you have done this ONE or TWO TIMES this year
means you have done this a FEW TIMES this year

means you have done this MANY TIMES this year

hY

"~ a. Talk to my child about school.

b. Visit my child's classroom.

c. Read to my child-

. d. Listentomy child read. -

e Li'ste'nto.astorymychild

wrote.

f.  Help my child with homework.

g. Practice spelling or other skills
- before atest.

h. Talk with my child about a
TV show.

1. Help my child plan time for
* homework and chores.
j.. Talk'with my child's teacher
at school.

k. Talk to my child's teacher on

the phone. S

- 1. Go to PTA/PTO meetings.

m. Check to see that my child has
done his/her homework.

n.  Volunteer at school or in my
child's classroom.

o. Go to special events at school.

p. Takemy child to a library.

' q. ~ Take my child to special places

or events in the community.

/_ r.  Tell my child how important

school is.

NEVER

_NEVER

NEVER
NEVER
NEVER

NEVER

NEVER ..

NEVER

NEVER
NEVER .

NEVER

NEVER

NEVER |

NEVER
NEVER

NEVER

. NEVER.

NEVER

(S]]

1-2 TIMES

r
1-2 TIMES
_1-2TIMES

1 -2 TIMES

1-2 TIMES

1 -2 TIMES

1-2 TIMES

1-2 TIMES
1-2 TIMES

1-2 TIMES

. 1-2TIMES

1-2 TIMES
1-2TIMES

' 1-2 TIMES

1 -2 TIMES

1-2 TIMES

- 1-2 TIMES

1-2 TIMES'

op)

* FEW TIMES

- FEW TIMES
FEW TIMES

FEW TIMES

FEW TIMES

FEW TIMES

FEW TIMES
FEW TIMES

FEW TIMES

- FEW TIMES

’

- FEW TIMES

FEW TIMES

FEW TIMES

FEW TIMES

FEW TIMES

FEW TIMES .

FEW TIMES

FEW TIMES

" .MANY TIMES

'~ MANY TIMES

MANY TIMES

MANY TIMES

. MANY TIMES |

MANY TIMES

- MANY TIMES

MANY TIMES

MANY TIMES

MANY TIMES

MANY TIMES -

MANY TIMES
MANY TIMES

MANY TIMES
MANY TIMES

MANY TIMES

MANY TIMES - -

MANY TIMES

I -
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Q4.

THE SCHOOL HAS DONE THESE THINGS THIS YEAR.

SCHOOLS CONTACT FAMILIES IN DIFFERENT WAYS. CIBCLE_QNE_CH.QICE TO TELL IF

DOES NOT DO
COULD DO BETTER
"~ DOES WELL

means the school DOES NOT DO this

means the school DOES this but COULD DO BETTER
. means the school DOES this VERY WELL now

‘a. Help me understand my child's

stage of development.

in school.

. Tell me how my child is domg

. Tell me what skills my child

needs to learn each year.

. Have a parent-teacher conference

with me. _

. Explain how to check my. chlld'

homework.

Send home news about things
happening at school.

. Give me information about how

report card grades are earned. L

Assign homework that requires
my child to talk with me about
things leamed in class.

Send home éle;ar notices that I can
read easily.

Contact me if my child is having
problems

Invite me to progrt;ms at the school.

. Contact me if my child does

something well or improves.

Ask me to volunteer at the
school.

 Invite me to PTA/PTO meetings.
. Ask me to help with fund raising.

. Include parents on school

committees such as curriculum,
budgets, and school imiprovement.

7/

. Provide information on community

services that I may want to use.

THIS SCHOOL . ..

DOES NOT DO " COULD BE BETTER

'DOESNOTDO ~ . COULD BE BETTER

- DOES NOT DO COULD BE BETTER

DOES NOT DO COULD BE BETTER

DOESNOTDO  ‘ COULD BEBETTER
'DOESNOTDO. _  COULD DO BETTER

DOESNOTDO . COULD BE BETTER

DOESNOTDO - COULD DO BETTER

-DOES NOT DO COULD DO BETTER

DOES NOT DO 'COULD DO BETTER

. DOES NOT DO COULD DO BETTER

DOES NOT DO COULD DO BETTER

DOES NOT DO COULD DO BETTER

DOESNOTDO .  COULD DO BETTER

DOES NOT DO COULD BE BETTER -

" DOES NOT DO COULD DO BETTER

DOES NOT DO COULD DO BETTER

DOES WELL

DOES WELL - -

DOES WELL

DOES WELL

DOES WELL

DOES WELL

DOES WELL

'DOES WELL
'DOES WELL

* DOES WELL

'DOES WELL

DOES WELL

‘DOES WELL

DOES WELL

DOES WELL

DOES WELL

DOES WELL

.



T S

Q-5. SOME FAMILIES WANT TO ATTEND WORKSHOPS ON TOPICS THEY WANT TO HEAR -
- MORE ABOUT. CHECK THE ONES THAT INTEREST YOU ... OR SUGGEST A FEW ....

— How children grow and develop at my chlld's age

— How to discipline children

— Solving school problems and preventing dropping out
— Preventing health problems -

— How to deal with stress -
_Raising children as a single parent -
— How to help my child-develop her/his talents
— Helping children take tests :

— Understanding middle schools
___How to serve on a school committee or council
—__ Other topics you want?

In the past year, did you attend-a workshop at the school?

No ___Yes Onwhat topic?

| ., .Q-6. OVERTHEPASTTWO YEARS H_QEMLLCH HAS THE SCHOOL INVOLVED YOU AT SCHOOL
B - AND AT HOME? ! v

— Schoo! involved me less this year than last

— School involved me about the same in both years
— School involved me more this year than last
— My child did not attend this school last year

’

Q-7. ALL COMMUNITIES HAYE INFORMATION'THAT WOULD HELP FAMILIES. WHICH SERVICES
IN YOUR COMMUNITY WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT? CHECK THE
INFORMATION YOU WANT.

Health care for children_and families_ .

Family counseling

Job training for parents/adults

Adult education

Parenting classes

Child care

After-school tutoring

After-school sports activities -

Other after-school clubs or lessons to develop talents

Community service that children can do

— Summer programs for children- -

— Information on museums, shows, and events in the community

— Other (describe the community information you need)

BEST COPY AVAILABLE




CENTER ON FAMILIES,

() \ COMMUNITIES, SCHOOLS a .

& CHILDREN’S LEARNING

THE Jouns Hopkins UNIVERSITY 3505 NoRTH CHARLES STREET BaiTivore, MD 21218 410-516-0370 Fax 410-516-6370

— February 21, 1994

~

Gloria A. Gregg _ '
Director, Center for Community-School Development and Field Services
Montana State University ' .
250 Reid Hall - _ .

Bozeman Mortana 59717-0294 , . -

Dear Dr. Gregg

We are pleased to grant you permission to reproduce the surveys for teachers and parents --School and
Family Partnerships: Surveys and Summaries (both versions: elementary/middle and high school) for
use in your study of parent involvement in Montana Schools. We ask only that you give full
reference to the original surveys in an unobtrusive footnote somewhere on your surveys and in all
future written reports. A ‘ : ' -

N

‘We are completing the development of scales and analyses of reliability for these surveys with our e
data, and they look very good. When we have a final set of reliabilities for the scales we select for our
analyses, I will send them to you.. We also will have a series of reports coming out on these data. I

have added your name to our mailing list so that you will receive information about when they are
available through our Center newsletters. . :

Earlier papers using similar questionnaires at the elementary and middle level are’available, on the blue
list, enclosed. The research papers are all based on earlier versions of the surveys.

- Best of luck in your study, and please keep us pbsted on your results. _ ’ -

Sinéi,r'ely,

oyce L. Epstein .
Co-Director/ _ : ‘
Principal Research Scientist :

" ARCEIVED o
JLE/st L |

enc. o . BRI L L B

RN

Crevdar b T nravs. - e

i
~ ot dben, o

. Boston University, School of Education, 605 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, MA 02215, 617-353-3309
Institute for Responsive Education, 605 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, MA 02215, 617-353-3309
The Johns Hopkins University, 3505 North Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21218, 410-516-0370
The University of Illinais, 210 Educatian Building, 1310 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, IL 61820, 217-333-2245

Wheelock College, 45 Pilgrim Road, Boston, MA 02215, 617-734-5200
Yale University, 310 ProspegSget. New Haven, CT 06511, 203-432-9931
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THE LAST QUESTIONS WILL HELP SCHOOLS PLAN NEW PROGRAMS TO MEET FAMILY NEEDS. PLEASE |
ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR OLDEST CHILD IN THE 5-13 AGE GROUP IN . )
PUBLIC SCHOOL.
Q-8. ABOUT HOMEWORK _
a. About how much time DOES your child spend doing homework on most school days?

Minutos my child does homework on most school days: (Ciﬁ_:,le ohe._)

none , 5-10 25-30- 35-45 50-60 over | hour b -

b. How much time do you spend helping your child with homework on an average night?

Minutes of my time: n;ni; 5-10 15-20 25-30 3545 50-60 over 1 hour | _ -
¢. How much time could you Spend Working_with your child if the teacher showed you what to do?. o

Minutes I could spend: non¢ 5 10 15-20 25-30 35-45 50-60 over 1 hour ' |

" d. Do you have time on weekends to work w1th your child on projects or homcwork for'school?

Yw_;__ No__
Q-9 ABOUT YOUR OLDEST CHILD IN THE 5-13 AGE GROUP AND FAMILY
a.  How is your oldest child at this school " b. How does your Qldm_cmmm;schml
doing in schoolwork? : _like school this year?
— TOP student ' o ‘ — Likes school a lot
—_ GOOD student . —_ Likes school alittle
___OK, AVERAGE student o —__Does notlike school much™
___FAIR student . — Does not like school at all
— POOR student ' ' : R
"¢.  How often does your oldest child at this . d. How often dos your oldest child at this |
school promptly deliver notices home? . school- complete all homework on time? Coe
_ Always ) . ' - Aiways ‘ . ' _
.;. Usually . . — Usually . .
___Once in a while - ___Once in a while .
cher o —Never
¢. WHEN can you attend conferences, meetings,or . f How many adults live at home?
workshops at the school? Chmu_thnap_nlx , - Adults (include yourself)
—— Moming .
- Afternoon - ] g How many children live at home?
____ Evening ' ' ' Children
— Cannot ever attend - T
h. Whatis your/highwt edocaﬁon? - * 1. Are you employed now? !
CHECK ONE. _ o CHECKONE.
_—__Didnot complete high school ~ ~ : — Employed full-time
— Completed high school - . — Employed part-time -~
— Some college or training _ . —_Not employed now -
— College degree o -
_ Advanced College Degree
j.  Howdoyou describe  yourself? . ' k. What is your yearly income?
: _Afncan Amerncan - —Under $13,000
— Asian American . . ___$13,001 to $25,000
___Native American - : - ___$25,001 to $35,000
Hlspamc Améncan . - ___$35,001 to $50,000
— White . ' : —_Over $50,000

Other
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L (1) Would you be willing to be interviewed by telephone to provide additional M@ﬁon about parent involycxﬁcnt?
: S NO o .

(2) If yes, please prowjide your name and a telephone number where you can bereached. .
Name _ ' : : o

Work Telephone No.
Home Telephone No. :

Q-10. WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE YOUR IDEAS... _

 a.  What isyour greatest concern as a parent?

~

-

d.  What is the best thing that this school could do next year to help you with your child?

A

€. Any other ideas or suggestions?




HIGH SCHOOL AND FAMILY PARTNERSHIPS

Parent Survey °

DIRECTIONS FOR COMPLETING AND RETURNING THE QUESTIONNAIRE '
1. Please read the dn‘ectlons for each section carefully before respondmg
2. Write all responses on the quectlonnalre itself. E c

3. All responses are strictly confidential. The number on tl1e return envelope is only for the purpose of follow-up if
needed. The results will be reported as group data and no one individual will be identified.

4. When you have oompleted the quéstionnaire, place it in the enclosed large postage paxd envelope and drop it in the
maxl PLEASE RETURN NO LATER THAN MAY 31, 1994. _

~  Again, our sincere thanks for helping us out.

\

N

AN
. . ]

A. Do you have one or more children between the ages of 14 and 18 enrolled in high school? __ YES __NO

| If NO, please do NOT eomplete this questionnaire. Return it in the enclosed postage paid envelope.

- B. HOW MANY CHILDREN ages 14-18 in your family go to high school THIS YEAR? (Circle how many.)

. 1 2 3 4 5 or more

C. ‘What GRADES are they in? CIRCLE ALL of the grades of your childten in this school.

-~

9 10 11 12 Other (Specific______ - )

D. This booklet should be answered by the PARENT or GUARDIAN who has the MOST CONTACI' w1th the school about
your oldest child aged 14 through 18.

Who is filling in the booklet? ‘ PLEASE CHECK IFYOUARE...

-__mother \ - © o __aunt ’ ' ___ guardian’
father . : ~ __uncle - ) ___ otherrelative

__ stepmother . — grandmother . ____other (describe)

— stepfather ) __ grandfather

. ~
This questionnaire was adapted from a series by Epstein and Salinas (1993) titled School and Family Partnershlps :
Surveys and Summaries, Center on Families, Communities, Schobls and Children's Learmng, Johns Hopkins Umversxty

~ EEST"CDPY AVAILABLE




Q-2.

e ot

-

PARENTS GET INVOLVED IN DIFFERENT WAYS
ABOUT HOW OFTEN HAVE YOU DONE THE FOLL
Never  1-2 times
- Talk to my teen about school. Never 1-2 times
Listen to my teen read somethmg that ' ;.
he/she wrote. Never . 1-2 times
Talk-about a homework assignment. Never 1-2 times
Help my teen with omework. Never 1-2 times
Discuss grades on tests and . ‘ '
schoolwork. " Never 1-2 tines
Check that my teen goes to school. Never -2 times
Talk about a TV show with my teen. " Never 1-2 times
Help my teen solve a personal problem. " Never 1-2 times
Help my teen plan time for homework, . /
chores, and other résponsibilifies. Never  1-2 times
Talk with my teen about next year's
- courses. - Never 1-2 times
Talk with my teen about future plans . .
for college or work. Never 1-2 times
Tell my teen how important school is. Never 1-2 times .
Attend a community event with my , ‘
teen. Never 1-2 times

Monthiy
Monthly
Monthfy -

‘Monthly *
Monthly

~ Monthly

Mohthly
Monthly
Monthly

Monthly

Monthly

Monthly
Monthly

Monthly

Weekly

Weekly

Weekly
Weekly
Weekly

Wéekly

Weekly
Weekly
Weekly

Weekly

Weekly

. Weekly

Weekly

To-

Weckfy

WITH THE!R HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AT HOME
OWING WITH YOUR TEENAGER THIS YEAR"

Every Day
Every Day
Every Day .

Every Day
Every Day

Every Day
Every Day

Every Day
Every Day

- Every-Day

Every Day

Every Day .
Every Day

Every Day

Q-3. PARENTS PARTICIPATE AT HIGH SCHOOLS IN DlFFERENT WAYS. Wm
IHE_F_QLLQEINQAT YOUR TEEN'S HIGH SCHOOL THIS YEAR?

A

Thls year how often did you

L A N

Gotoa high school PTA/PTO meeting

Help with fund raising for the high school
Attend open house or back-to-school mght

Attend a parmt-tcacher conference
Work as a volunteer at the high school

Attend a committee meeting at this school

Giveé the school information about
special circumstances at home

" Thank someone at school for somethmg

he/she did for my teen
Attend a high school sports event, play,
concert, or other student performance

Never

.o

Never
Never
Never
Never
Never
Never

Never

Never

Never

l|:2 times

.+ 12 times
1-2 times -

1-2 times
1-_2 times
1-2 times
1-2 times
1-2.Limés
1-2 times

" 1-2 times

63

A few ﬁmes

" A few times
A few times -

A few times
A few times
A few times

A few times

A few times

"~ A few times

i

A few times .

Many times

Many times
Many times

Many times ‘

Many times
Many times
Many times
~ Many times

Many times

Many times



" Q-5. SINCE THE START OF SCHOOL LAST SEPTEMBER, HOW OFTEN HAS THE SCHOOL CONTACTED
YOU ABOUT THE FOLLOWING? CIRCLE ONE CHOICE ON EACH LINE. |

* This year the high school

contacted me about. .. _ C - Never 1'time . 2-3 times . 4 6r more times ,
. a. My teen's grades S0 : 1, 23 ’ 4 or more
- b. : The courses my teen can choose next : : : ,
© year - ; 0 -~ 1 2-3 " 4ormore .
c. How] could help with fund raising 0 2-3° " 4 or more
d. How I could volunteer at the school 0 1 2-3 4 or more
e. Asking me to come to a sports event, : . .
. show, concert, or other event 0 -1 23 . ' 4ormore
f. .Asking me for information about my toen -0 1 23 4 or more
g.  The school's homework policies 0 T 23 4 or more

»-

Q6. HOW OFTEN DID YOUR TEENAGER'S TEACHER CONTACT YOU IN THESE WAYS?

HOW OFTEN?- - : .
- Never , ' 1time 2-3times 4 or more times
a. Memos or notices 0 1 2-3 : 4 or more
b. Phone calls ' 0 1 2-3 4 or more
- c. Open house or back-to-school nights 0 1 2-3 4 or more
d. Informal meetings with teachers 0. 1 23 ° .4 qr more
e. Formal parent-teacher conferences '
N with gpe teacher 0 1 2-3 : 4 or more
- f. Wlt.hallofmytemsteachm - 0 1 2-3 4 or more
g Meetings in the community (not at school) 0 1 -2-3 4 or more
h. Report card pick-ups by parent 0 1 23 - 4 or more
i 0 1 2.3 - 4 or more

Visits at home by teachers or school staff

Q-7. SCHOOLS GIVE INFORMATION IN DIFFERENT WAYS. CHECK THE WAYS THAT.YOU,
PERSONALLY, RECEIVED INFORMATION FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL THIS YEAR.

- School newspaper (edited and written by students)-

Newsletters for parents (from the prmcnpal) \

Calendar of events, holidays, tests ' .
Advance notice of special deadlines (e.g., for fees, trips, tests) . . .
Interim reports about your teen's grades

Handbook on high school rules and programs - -

Directory of addresses and phone numbers of families in the school -

»

) . -
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Q-8 NOW THAT YOUR CHILD IS A TEENAGER, WHAT TOPICS WOULD YOU LIKE MORE INFORMATION

ABOUT? CHECK ALL THAT YOU ARE INTERESTED IN.

—_ How teenagers grow and develop
— Peer pressure in adolescence
— How to discipline teenagers =~ -
— How to talk about teen health and
sexual behavior
— Preventing drug and alcohol use
_ Preventing teen suicide, ninaways,
and other serious problems
__ Helping teens study for tests
_ Improving report card grades
— Doing better on homework
— How g help my teen develop
. his/her talepts :
— Planning for the future -- g
college or work

Preventmg fallure and droppmg
out

__ How to deal with stress
— Adult education (such as GED)

J

— Job training for parents

— Learning more about using
.computers

— Raising a teen as a single parent

— Workshops that parents and
students attend together on topics
they choose

— Other topics you want (write in)_

Q-9. WHEN CAN YOU ATTEND CONFERENCES WORKSHOPS MEETINGS OR OTHER EVENTS AT

SCHOOL? CHECK ALL THAT APPLY.,

— Early moming
—Midmoming .

— Lunch time

— Early evening"

- After dinner L
— Weekends

—— Cannot attend ever

1] -

Q-10. DO YOUNEED TRANSPORTATION OR CHILD CARE IN ORDER TO ATTEND MEETINGS OR
CONFERENCES AT THE HIGH SCHOOL? CHECK ALL THAT APPLY, .

— No special needs
— Transportation to and from school

— Child care for young children at the school

— Other needs (Describe)__

"Q-11.  ALL COMMUNITIES IIAVE INFORMATION THAT WOULD HELP FAMILIES. WHICH SERVICES IN

'YOUR COMMUNITY WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT? CHECK THE INFORMATION

YOU WANT.

__ Health care for teens and for families

— Social services
-~ Job training for teens

— Family counseling =~

— Part-time jobs fof teens .

«—— Summer jobs for teens

— English language skills .
___Job training for parents/adulis
— Adult education
 Parenting classes

— Child care

— After-school tutoring .

— Aﬁer;school sports activities
— Other after-school clubs or lessons ~

to develop talents

— Community service that teens do

; Summer programs for teens
. Information on museums, shows, . . ) -

and events in the community

— Other (describe the community

information you need)




K

~ . My'teenager...

0

~o Ao o

e e

rd

Four or more hours a night

~

.. How is your teen doing in school this year?

mostly As -- Excellent student
mostly Bs -- Good student
mostly Cs -- Average student
mostly Ds -- Fair student
mostly Fs — Poor student

. How much does your teenager like

school this year? o

__Likesit alot

— Likes it some
___Likes it a little
__Does not like it much
Does not like it at all

v

THE LAST FEW QUESTIONS WILL HELP SCHOOLS PLAN NEW PROG
FAMILY AND FAMILIES LIKE YOURS AT HIGH SCHOOL.

Q-12. ABOUT YOUR OLDEST CHILD IN HIGH SCHOOL.

Is your teenager a boy or girl? " boy girl
. How old is your tecnager? Date of birth: ‘month _  day____ year___ .
. About how much time does your teen D. Which program is your teenager
spend on homework on an average night? in at school? :
My teenager usually does: s
_ . __Collegeprep
___No homework ‘ __ Vocational or business
__ Less than one hour a night __ General
.___Onehour ___ Other
— Two hours _ Don't know or not sure
__Three hours

F. How satisfied are you with your .
teen's progress in high school this year?

__ Very satisfied -- great year at school

__ Mostly satisfied -- good year
___ Pretty satisfied -- OK year '
__ Mostly dissatisfied -- disappointing y&ar

__ Very dissatisfied -- bad year at school

H. How do you and your teen make most
" decisions? )

___As a parent I decide most mles/

for my teen.

___We decide most rules together.
___Ileave most rules up tomy " - -
. teen to decide alone.

How much time couid_ you spen.d‘working' with your teen on-homework on an average night? M_ixi&tes I could

spend

none 5-10 1520 25-30 3545  50-60 over | hour

Do you have time on the weekends to talk with your teen about schoolwork?

yes . no

How would you describe your ~tet:nager’? Check one on each line.

Promptly delivers notices home from school.
Usually needs someone to tell him/her what to do.
Likes t6 make her/his own decisions.

Has many original ideas. _

‘Does not like to be different from his/her friends.
Cannot get started on things without getting ideas
from someone else.

. Will find it hard to face the "real worlt—i."l later on.

- Makes good decisions without a parent's help.
Can be trusted bn most things.
Acts more like a child than an adult.
Gives many suggestions and ideas at home.

- e
_ 5

NOT like

" ALITTLE
like my teen

[T T

RAMS TO BETTER SERVE YOUR

JUST LIKE

my teen

T T

~




L. Right'now, how far do you think yc;ur teenager will go in school? My teen probably will:

/

___Not graduate from high school
. Graduate from high school
— Get some college, other training, or enter the mllnary
__ Complete 2-year college degree
_ _ Complete 4-year college degree
— Go past college for an advanced degree

_ Q-13. :ABOUT YOUR FAMILY.

a. How many adults live at home? —(include yourself)

b. How many children live at home? _(mclude your teenager)
) ' ¢.  What is'your education? ' d. How did you like high school
. when you were a teen? (Check one.)
— Did not complete high school .
— High school diploma —Did not go to high school
— Some college or training g __Likeditalot
—College degree , — Liked it some
_Advanced degree . ___Liked it a little
___Did not like it much
. — Did not like it at all
e. Are you employed now? - f. How do you describe yourself?
— Employed full-time — African American
— Employed part-time — Asian American
— Not employed now — Hispanic American -
. . ___Native American
- — White

| g. What is your annual income?

‘ ©___Under $13,000

- —_$13,001 to $25,000
___$25,001 to $35,000
—_$35,001 to $50,000
___ Over $50,000

s

b (1) Would you be willing to be interviewed by telephone to provide additional information about parent involvement':’ \

. ___YES NO

(2) If yes, please provide your name and a telephone number where.you can be reached:

Name

— Other

Address

Work telephone No. Home telephone No.__*




i

TO CONCLUDE, WE WOULD VERY MUCH LIKE YOUk OPINIONS ON A FEW QUESTIONS.

-

a. What are your two greatest concems as‘a parent of a teenager?

.

2. . - . . ' ' - N

. b. What sc!lpdl acﬁﬁty to involve parents has helped you most, and why?

"¢, Looking back on THIS YEAR, what could the school have done to help you and your teenager?

- d. Looking ahead to NEXT YEAR, what.is t.he best thing this hngh school could doto help you bccome more
involved in your teenager's education?

¢. What is one thing your family could do to help this school riext year?

f. Any other ideas or suggestions you would like to add?

”

/




- April 20, 1994

Dear Elementary/Middle School Teacher: = . - -

Most educators would agree that finding ways to effectively

involve parents and other community members in public  schools is

a critical issue. How this might be accomplished in Montana is

the focu§ of a current study belng conducted by the Center for
Community-School Development and Field Services at MSU. This .
informatién will be utilized to develop a set of recommendations '
for action in Montana. To do this, we need your help!

Over the next 2-3 months, we will be seeking information from
selected school administrators, school board members, teachers
.and parents. Input from all of these groups is important so
please take about 15-20 mlnutes to complete and return the
enclosed questionnaire.

To insure confidentiality, MEA is working with us to mail the
questionnaires. Be assured that the results will only be
presented as group data. No one individual or school will be
identified. The return envelope is coded but this is only so any ‘
necessary follow-up. - -
A postage paid, pre-addressed envelope is enclosed for you. to use -
in returning the completed questionnaire. If at all p0551ble, we

~ would 1like theﬂquestlonnalre back by MAY 1 1994.

If you are interested in rece1v1ng a copy of .the results, please
print your name and mailing address on ‘the back of the envelope.
Do not put it on the questlonnalre
Thank you very much for helping us with this important project. :
. . If you have any-questions, please don' t hesitate to call us at :
- 994-6984. - o _ |

~

Sincerely, t
Gloria A. Gregg - ' o Cheryl Johannes
Director _ ‘ . Research Assistant
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* PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN MONTANA SCHOOLS

-ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHERS-

DIRECTIONS FOR COMPLETING .AND RETURNING THE QUESTIONNAIRE -

. 1. Please read the directions for- each section carefully
before responding. :

2. Write all responses on the questionnaire itself.

3. All responses are strictly confidential. The code on the
return envelopes is only for the purposes of follow-up if
heeded. The results will be reported as group data and no

one individual will be identified. ~ '

, 4. When you have completed the questionnaire, place it in the
g . enclosed .large, postage paid envelope and drop it in the
. mail. PLEASE RETURN NO LATER THAN MAY 1.

Ve

Again, our ‘sincere thanks for helping us out.

[N

This questionnaire was adapted from a series by Epstein and Salinas (1993) titled School and
Family Partnerships: Surveys and Summaries, Center on Families, Communities, Schools and

Children's Learning, Johns Hopkins University.

. . \
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Q- 1. .THE FIRST QUESTIONS ASK FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT ABOUT PARENT INVOLVEMENT.

PLEASE CIRCLE THE ONE CHOICE FOR EACH ITEM THAT BEST REPRESENTS YOUR QPINION AND

Strongly X _ Strongly
. Disagree Djsagree JAgree Agree
a. Parent involvement is important for a good school. _ SD ' D . A _SA
b. Most parents know hov.v to help their children on . - ) _ ] .
school work at home. . T SD D A . SA
c. This school has an active and effective parent : "L ,
" organization (e.g. PTA or PTO). : ) - SD. D A SA
d. Every family has some strengths that could be tapped ‘ _
. toincrease student success in school. _ . SD D A ~ SA
e. All parents could learn ways to assist their children on '
school work at home, if shown how. ~ SD D A SA .
f. Parent involvement can help teachers be more effective : : :
with more students. ‘ i SD D A SA.
g Teachers should receive recognition for time spent on
. parent involvement activities. o SD . D~ A . SA
b Parents of children at this school want to be involved S
more than they are now at most grade levels. i ‘ SD- D A SA_ |
i.- Teachers do not have the time to involve parents in o
© very useful ways. ) ] sD - D - A , SA
J- Teachers need in-service education to unplement
effective parent involvement practices. . SD D - A SA
k. " Parent involvement is important for student success ' ' : _
in school. . . - SD D . A -SA
1. This school views parents as important partners. — SD D A SA
m. The community values educatiorr for all students. SD D A SA
n. This school is known for trying new and unusual ‘ _
- approaches to improve the school. SD D A "SA
o. Mostly when ] contact parents, it's about problems S '
or trouble. ’ . SD _ D A SA
p. In this school, teachers play a large part in most _ . :
decisions. ‘ 1)) . D A SA
g. The commumty supports this séhool o - SD D A SA
L. Compared to other schools, this school has one of the
best school climates for teachers, students and - o )
parents. : SD D. " A . SA




Q-2. TEACHERS CONTACT THEIR STUDENTS' FAMILIES IN DIFFERENT WAYS. PLEASE ESTIMATE THE

PERCENT OF YOUR STUDENTS'
a. Letter or memo , : . NA 0% 5% .10%° 25% 50% 75% 90% Al
. b. Telephone NA 0% 5% -10% 25% 50% .. 75% 90% All
_ ¢. Meeting at school NA 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90% All _
. d. Scheduled parent-teacher conference  “NA 0% 5% 10% 25% S0% 5% 90% Al - . .
e. Home visit _ . U NA 0% 5% 10% (28% S0% 75% 90% Al - |
f. Meeting in the community NA 0% 5% 10% 25% S50% . 75% 90% - All - ~
" g Report card pick-up . NA 0% S% 10% 25% 50%  75% 90% Al

b Performances, sports, or other events  NA 0% 5%  10% 2% 50% 7% 90%  All

Q-3 SOME TEACHERS INVOLVE PARENTS (OR OTHERS) AS VOLUNTEERS AT THE SCHOOL BUILDING
PLEASE CHECK THE WAYS THAT YOU USE VOLUNTEERS IN YOUR CLASSROOM AND IN YOUR ‘

A SCHOOL IHIS YEAR. (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY IN QQLI.IMNS.AMJ .
A. Inmy CLASSROOM, volunteers ......... B. In our SCHOOL, volunteers .......... .
_(a)Ido NOT use classroom volunteers . (@) Are NOT USED in the sch_ool now
_(b) Listen to children read aloud - _ (b) Monitor halls, cafeteria, or other areas
_(c) Read to the children _ (c) Work in the library, computer lab, or other area
_ (d) Grade papers - - . (d) Teach mini-courses ‘ .
_ (€) Tutor children in specific skills , _(e) Teach enrichment or other lessons v
_ (f) Help on trips or at parties " . _(f) Lead clubs or activities _ '
_ () Give talks (e.g., on careers, hobbies, etc.) ' _(g) Check attendance
_ (h) Other ways (please specify), _ (h) Work in "parent room"
_ (i) Other ways (please specify) ________
THIS YEAR, how many volunteers or aides help in youi classroom or school? .
C. Number of different mlunm who assist mg in a typical week =
D. Do you have paid aides in your classroom? __NO __YES (Ixow many? ___ = - )
E. Number of different volunteers who work anywhere in the school in an average week =
| (approximately)
|
| Q-4. PLEASE ESTIMATE THE PERCENT OF YOUR STUDENTS' FAMILIES WHO DID TI{E FOLLOWING
| THIS YEAR: . N . . .
. .
a. Attcnd workshops regularly at school = - 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90% '100%
- b. Check daily that child's home work is done 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% . 90% 100%
c. Practice school work in-the summer 0% S% 10% 25% 50% .75% 90% 100%
d. Attend PTA/PTO meetings regularly 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90% 100%
e. Attend parent-teacher conferences with you 0% 5% 10%  25% 50% 75% 90% 100%
Understand enbugh to help their child at home: . ' . ' \
f. ...reading skills.at your grade level 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90% 100%
g ..writing skills at your grade level : 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90% 100%

h. ...math skills at your grade level 0% 5% 10% 25% S0% 75% 90% 100%




. Q-5. SCHOOLS SERVE DIVERSE POPULATIONS OF FAMILIES WHO HAVE DIFFERENT NEEDS AND
- SKILLS. THE NEXT QUESTIONS ASK FOR YOUR JUDGMENT ABOUT SPECIFIC WAYSOF
INVOLVING FAMILIES AT YOUR SCHOOL. PLEASE CIRCLE ONE CHOICE TO TELL WHETHER
-YOU TmNK EACH TYPE OF INVOLVEMENT IS:

-

NOT IMPORTANT o . =>NOT IMP (Means this IS NOT part of your school now, and

— : . SHOULD NOT BE.)
NEEDS TO BE DEVELOPED : => DEV , (Means this IS NOT part of your school now, but
| . SHOULD BE) ~
NEEDS TO BE IMPROVED ' =>[MPRV (Means this IS part of your school but NEEDS TO
' . - . BE STRENGTHENED )
A STRONQ PROGRAM NOW => STRONG (Means thls IS a STRONG progl'am for most parents

, ' " AT ALL GRADE LEVELS at your school.)

TYPE OF INVOLVEMENT ' - ATTHISSCHOOL.. -

PARENTING and understanding their children

|
" "a. WORKSHOPS for parents to build skills in
at each grade level. : - NOT IMP . DEV IMPRV = STRONG .
b. WORKSHOPS for parents on creating HOME _ . ‘ '
" CONDITONS FOR LEARNING.  NOTIMP* DEV . IMPRV STRONG
| 'c. COMMUNICATIONS from the school to the : '
home that all families can understand and use. . - NOT IMP DEV IMPRV STRONG'
‘ d. COMMUNICATIONS about report cards so that o o
parents undeérstand students’ progress and needs. ' NOT IMP DEV IMPRV STRONG
e. Parent-teacher CONFERENCES with all families. 'NOT IMP DEV IMPRV STRONG
. £ SURVEYING parents each year for their ideas ) : : '
about the school. : NOT IMP DEV IMPRV STRONG"
g VOLUNTEERS in classrooms to assist teachers NOT IMP DEV 'IMPRV STRONG
and students. ) \ i

S~

h. VOLUNTEERS to help in other (non-classroom) _ o '
parts of the school . : - NOTIMP DEV IMPRV -~ STRONG

i. INFORMATION on how to MONITOR homework ' NOT IMP » DEV - IMPRV STRONG *

j. INFORMATION for parents on HOW TO HELP ‘ - _
their children with specific skills and subjects. NOT IMP DEV IMPRV STRONG

k. Involvement by faxﬁilies in PTA/PTO leadership,
other COMMITTIES, or other declslon-makmg o : : .
- roles. . S NOT IMP . DEV = IMPRV - STRONG

1. Programs for AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES, : ' .,
recreation, and homework help. : ' ~ NOT IMP' DEV . IMPRV STRONG




Q-6. TEA&HERS CHOOSE AMONG MANY ACTIVITIES TO ASSIST THEIR S:I‘UDENTS AND FAMILIES.

CIRCLE ONE CHOICE TO TELL HOW IMPORTANT EACH OF THESE IS FOR YOU TO CONDUCT AT

-

HOW IMPORTANT IS THIS PRACTICE TO YOU? -

NOT
IMPORTANT
a. Have a conference with each of my
students' pa_rents at least once a year. NOT IMP -
b. Attend evening meetings, perfoxmances R
ahd workshops at school. " NOT IMP
c. Contact parents about their children's .
" problems or failures. NOT IMP
d.  Inform parents when their children do
something well or improve. NOT IMP
.e. Involve some parents as volunteers inmy - o
classroom. NOT IMP
{ Inform parents of the skills their children |
must pass in each subject I teach. . NOT IMP
g. Inform parcnts how report card grades _
are eamed in my class. NOT IMP
h. Provide specific activities for children
and parents to do to improve students' : :
grades. NOT IMP
i. Provide ideas for discussing TV - _
shows. NOT IMP
‘J. Assign homework that requires children
to interact with parents. NOT IMP
k. Suggest ways to practice sp'elling or other -
skills at home before a test. NOT IMP
L. Ask parents to listen to their children
read. NOT IMP
m. Ask parents to listen to a story or '
paragraph that their children write. NOT IMP
n. Work with other t'cachérs to develop parent
" involvement activities and materials. NOT IMP
o. Work with community members to arrange
learning opportunities in my class. NOT IMP
p. Work with area businesses for volunteers ~
to improve programs for my students. NOT IMP
q. Request information from parents on their -
children's talents, interests, or needs. NOT IMP
r. Serve on a PTA/PTO or other sbhpol .
committec. NOT IMP.
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A LITTLE

IMPORTANT .

" ALITTLE IMP

v

A LITTLE IMP

A LITILE IMP

‘A LITTLE IMP

A LITTLE IMP

ALITTLEIMP

’

A LITTLE IMP.

A LITTLE IMP

ALITTLEIMP
_ A LITTLE IMP

ALITTLEIMP *

A LITTLE IMP

~ ALITTLE IMP

- ALITTLE IMP

A LITTLE IMP

A LITTLE IMP

. ALITTLEIMP.

A LITTLE IMP

PRETTY
IMPORTANT IMPORTANT

PRETTY IMP

" PRETTY IMP
PRETTY IMP
 PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

’

- VERYIMP -

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP -

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP
PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP
PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

VERY
VERY IMP
VERY IMP

VERY IMP

VERY IMP

VERY IMP

/" VERYIMP

'VERY IMP

VERY IMP .

VERY IMP

VERY IMP

' VERY IMP

VERY IMP
VERY IMP

VERY IMP

" VERY IMP

"~ VERY IMP

VERYIMP
. ros



Q-7. THE NEXT QUESTIONS ASK FOR YOUR OPINIONS ABOUT THE ACTIVITIES THAT YOU THINK

SHOULD BE CONDUCTED BY. NTS CH1 CIRCLE THE CHOICE
THAT BEST DESCRIPES THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE ACTIVITIES .
NOT ALITTLE PRETTY VERY
. ) . . ,
PARENTS' RESPONSIBIIITIES IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT
.a. ~ Send children to school ready to leam NOT IMP A LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
b. Teach children to behave Well ‘NOT IMP A LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
. ¢. Setup a quiet place and time for studymg o ’ '
at home. NOT IMP A LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
d. Encourage children to volunteer in class NOTIMP  ALITTLEIMP  PRETTYIMP- . VERY IMP
. Know what children are expected to leam : | |
. each year. . . . "NOTIMP - ALITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
f Check_dally that homework lS done. N»OT IMP ALITTLEIMP - - PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
"'g. Talk to children about what they are ' '
learning in school - NOTIMP  ALITTLEIMP  PRETTYIMP VERY IMP
h.  Ask teachers for specific ideas on how to help ’ o ' -
their children at home with classwork. "~ NOT IMP A LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
i. Talk to teachers about problems the . . oo : _
“children are facing at home. ) NOT IMP A LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP |
j. Attend PTA/PTO meetings. . NOTIMP  ALITTLEIMP° PRETTYIMP  VERYIMP
k. Serve as a volunteer in the school or classroom. NOT IMP A LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
1. Attend assemblies and other special events ; . : -
at the school. NOT IMP A LITTLE IMP PRETTYIMP  VERY IMP
m. Take children to special places or events i
' in the commun'ity. NOTIMP. "ALITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
n. Talk to children about the importance of échool. NOT IMP ALITTLEIMP  PRETTYIMP ° VERYIMP

Q-8. THE NEXT QUESTION ASKS HOW YOU PERCEIVE OTHERS’ SUPPORT-FOR PARENT INVOLVEMENT
IN YOUR SCHOOL. PLEASE CIRCLE ONE CHOICE ON EACH LINE. HOW MUCH SUPPORT DOES

EACH GIVE NOW TO PARENT INVOLVEMENT"

i

Strong Some

Support _ Support

a: You, personally STRONG SOME

b. Other teachers STI_{ONG SOME

c. The principal STRONG SOME

_ d Other administrators STRONG - SOME
e. Parents . STRONG - SOME

" f. Others in community . STRONG SOME

" g The school board ‘ STRONG SOME
h. The district superintendent STRONG SOME

1

Weak
Support

WEAK
WEAK
WEAK
'WEAK
WEAK -
WEAK
WEAK

~ WEAK

No
Support

NONE

' NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
- NONE

’




- Q-9. OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS, HOW MUCH HAS THE SCHOOL INVOLVED PARENTS AT SCHOOL
AND AT HOME? . , -

-

\ School involved parents less this year than last - . a 't
School involved parents about the same in both years ' L -
School involved parents more this year than last
Don't know, I did not teach at this school last-year

The last quwuons ask for general information about you, your students and the classes you teach. This will help us understand how new
practices can be dc\/eloped to meet the needs of pamcular schools teachers and students.

Q io o .- ' )

YOUR STUDENTS AND TEACHING! o

What giade(s) do you teach THIS YEAR? (Circle all that apply.)

v PreK K»1 2 3 4 56 T 8 . . i
If you do not teach, give your position: : ' T

>

B. How many different students do you teach each day, on average?

C. Which best describes your teaching responsibility? (CHECK ONE)

1. 1teach several\subjec'ts to ONE SELF-CONTAINED CLASS.

__2.1teach ONE subject to SEVERAL DIFFERENT CLASSES of students i in a departmentalized program.
__3.1teach MORE THAN ONE subject to- MORE THAN ONE CLA§S ina seml-depamnental or other arrangement.
__4. Other (please describe):

D. Check the subject(s) you teach in an average week (PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):

__(@)Reading __(¢)Social Studies __(i) Advisory __(m) Other (descnbe)

___(b) Language Arts/English —(f) Health ___(j) Physical Education’ -
—(c) Math . (g Art — k) Home Economics
)  __(d)Science - —(h) Music - ~__(1) Industrial Arts

E. Do'you work with other teachers on'a formal, interdisciplinary team? ‘ _No __Yes
- K YES, do you have a common planning time with all of the teachers on your team? __No __Yes
F. On average, how many minutes of homework do );ou assign on most school days?
none 5-10 25-30 3545 50-60 over 1 hour '
Do you typically assign homework on weekends? -

yes____ no
G. About how many hours each week, on average N H. About what percent of your students are:
. do you spend contactmg parents? % African American
None : . ] % Asian American
" Less than one hour | - % Hispanic American
- Onehour - % Native American
. Two hours 4 L - % White
— Three hours or more ' . — % Other

100%

I T




I About how many of your students are in (qirqle the estimate that comes closest):

Chapter1 .~ 0% 10% 20% " 30-50% 60-80% 90-100% ~ -
Special education ' 0% : 10% 20% . 30-50% 60-80% 90-100%
Gifted and Talented . 0% . 10% 20% 30-50% 60-80% 90-100%
Free or reduced lunch 0% 10% 20% .30-50% 60-80% 90-100%
J. About what percent of your students are: K. About what percent of your students:
__% Above average in achievement : ~__% Promptly deliver memos or notices
__% Average in achicvement o - home from the school
__% Below average in achievement . % Complete all of their homework

. B on time
L. What is the size of your district according Montana High School Association classification?
__ClassAA __ClassA __ClassB. ___ClassC ___ Elementary District Only

N . '

Q-11. YOUR EXPERIENCE AND BACKGROUND

~ -
.

A. What is-your experience? o " .. B. What s your gender?

—(a) Years in teaching . - —_Malk : R -
+«(b) Years in this school - o __Female ‘ -
C. What is your highest level of education? A : D. How do you describe yourself? ~
© __Bachelor's ' _ African American
__Bachelor's + credits ' ) - . _ Asian Amencan ' ' .
__Masters . o _ Hispanic American
__ Master's + credits - ' __Native American
— Specialist ; ) _ White )
— Docorate’ N o ) _Other .
__ Other (describe) . .

E. Have you had training in working with parents and otherﬁomtnunity mcmb’érs?—

—— No . -~
— Yes (If yes, where) _ . .
_ College Preparatory - -
. .___ Workshops/Conferences , - '
— Other(specify)

- F. (a) Would you be w111mg to be interviewed by telephone to provide additional information about parent
" involvement? C

Yes _-__No

b)Y If yé, please provide your name and a télephone number where you can be reached.

Name : .

School District where employed '
- Work Telephone No. ) Coo-

Home Telephone No. : .




'b. Inwhat ways could better partnerships with families help you as a teacher?

l

c. Inwhat ways could better partnerships with the community help yop as teachers?

d. Inwhat wayé has parent involvement changed over the past year or two at this school? Give examples. '

e. Do yoﬁ have any other ideas or comments that you would like to add? (Feel free to add other pages.)




April 20, 1994

Dear High School Teacher:

_-Most’ ‘éddcators would agree that flndlng ways to effectively

involve parents and other community members in public schools is
a critical issue. How this might be accomplished in Montarna is
the focus of ‘a current study being conducted by the Center for
Community-School Development and Field Services at MSU. This
information will be utilized to develop a set of recommendations
for action in Montana. To do this, we need your help! .

Over the next 2-3 months, we will be seeking information from
selected school administrators, school board members, teachers
and parents. Input from all of -these groups is important so
please take about 15-20 minutes to complete and return the
enclosed questlonnalre :

To insure confldentlallty, MEA is working with us to mail the
questionnaires. Be assured that the results will only be
presented as group data. No one 1nd1v1dual or school will be
identified. The return envelope is coded but this is only so any
necessary follow—up : :

A postage pa1d pre addressed envelope is enclosed for you to use
in returning the completed questionnaire. If at all possible, we
would like the gquestionnaire back by MAY 1, 1994.

If you are interested in receiving a copy of the results, "please
print your name and mailing address on the back of the envelope
Do not put it on the questlonnalre

Thank you very much for helplng us with this important project.
If you have any questlons, please don't hesitate to call us at
: 994 6984. a T oo

! Sincerely,
" Gloria A. Gregg _ ,. : Cheryl Johannes

Director e ' ' . Research Assistant
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 PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN MONTANA SCHOOLS

-HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS-

L

DIRECTIONS FOR‘CQMPLETING AND RETURNING THE QUESTIONNAIRE.

1. Please read ‘the_direétions for each section carefully

before responding. - -
2. Write all responses on the Juestionnaire itself.

3. In general your responses should take into consideration
the parents of-all your students.. ' :

4. All responses are strictly confidential. .The code-on the
return ervelopes.is only for the purposes of follow-up if
needed. The results, will be reported as group data and no
one individual will be identified. ,

5. When you have completed the questionnaire, place it in the
enclosed large, postage paid.envelope and drop it in the
mail. PLEASE RETURN NO LATER THAN MAY 1.

'Agai'.n, our sincere thanks for helping us out.

¢
L}

This questionnaire was adapted from a series by Epstein and Salinas (1993) titled School and
" Family Partnerships: Surveys and Summaries, Center on Families, Communities, Schools and
Children's Learning, Johns Hopkins University. - 3

<2
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- Q-1 This question asks for your professional judgment about parent involvement. Please circle 6ne choice for eachitem  that
) best represents your opinion and experience. ) _ .
. Strongly . - ; Strongly

Disagree Disagree  Agree Agree

a. Parent involvement is important for a good o ' . '
high school. . _ . SD_ D . A SA

b. Most paretits of high school students do not .

know how to talk with their teens about. - A

schoolwork at home. -~ _ \ SD .D- A SA .

c. High schools should have an active parent _ o . :
organization (e. g PTA or PTO). SD D A K SA

d. Every famﬂy has some stmngths that could be | S
tapped to jncrease their teen's success in high :

school. . ° . sD D A . SA
e. All parents could learn ways to assist their teens : o :
on school work at home, if shown how. SD D A SA
f. Parent involvement can increase teacHer - . : _
. effectiveness. . ' ' SD D A SA
g. Parents.of students at this school wanttobe . C - -7
involved more than they are now. 4 - SD . D . A | SA
h. High school teachers do not have the time to :
involve parents in very useful ways. SD D -A : SA
i. High school teachers need in-service education to
- implement eﬁ_'ective parent involvement practices. SD D . A SA
). Parent mvolvement 1s impoftant for smdent : ' ' -
success in high school. o - . 'SD D A SA -
k. This school views parents as important partners. SD . D A SA
1. The community values education foral o SD D A SA
m. The community supports this high school. |, SD D A ‘SA
. n. Involving families is a résponsibility of teachers. ) SD D A SA

o. It is not necessary for parents of high school

students to be involved in their teen's education. 'SD D A ' SA
p. High school students are mponant membersof - ) .

school and family parmarships' . - SD D A . SA
q. This high school is known for trying new thmgs : i

to improve the school. : SD- D A - | SA
r. In this school, teachers play a large part in most SD D A SA

s. This high scl_xo/ol is one of the best for teachers, _
students, and parents. , SD D A SA
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. Q-2. School Districts serve diverse populations of families with different needs ‘and skills. The next questions ask for your

judgment about specific ways of involving families of your district. Circle one choice to tell whether you think each type of

involvement is: ‘ -
NOT IMPORTANT - =>NOT IMP (Means this is not part of your program fof parents OF NINTH
' _ GRADERS at your high school now, and SHOULD NOT BE.)
NEEDS TO BE DEVELOPED " =>DEV (Means this is not part of your high school now, but
) SHOULDBE.)) . .
NEEDS TG BE IMPROVED "' =>IMPRV (Means this is part of your high school, but NEEDS TO
: . : BE STRENGTHENED.) '
A STRONG I;ROGRAM NOW, => STRONG (Méan's this is a STRONG program for most parents in yéur
' . d - i- s t r i c t
. ‘) .
Information to parents on Parenting ' . ) -
skills and adolescent development. - _ NOT IMP DEV ~IMPRV STRONG"
b. Surveys of parents each year on theirideas” . - E
about the school. : . NOT IMP . DEV IMPRV  STRONG
¢. Communications frox_n the school to
the home that all families can understand : ' ' ‘
_ and use. : ) NOT IMP DEV IMPRV  STRONG
d. Communications about report cards so that
parents understand their teen's progress N ' _ . : . . .
and needs. ' v NOTIMP DEV IMPRV  STRONG
e. Parent-teacher conferences with all families. - NOTIMP * DEV  IMPRV STRONG
f. Parent and other volunteers at the school. o - NOT IMP DEV IMPRV .STRONG
g. Information to assist parents to-monitor o _ ‘
their teen's homework. ' ) : NOT IMP DEV IMPRV  STRONG-
h. Information to assist parents to talk with ' .
their teen about class work, skills, and - . ' i
subjects. . T . NOTIMP DEV. IMPRV .STRONG
i. Homework for students that requires thern - . ‘
to talk with someone at home about their . , o :
. class work. : - NOTIMP . DEV IMPRV ' STRONG
j. Information to arents on how to help their . .
teen plan for education or employment . ' :
beyond high school. NOT IMP DEV IMPRV  STRONG
k. Participation by families in PTA/PTO, . - ,
other committees, and decision-making roles. NOTIMP . DEV IMPRV ~ STRONG

1. Committees involving parents to review the : ' '
high school curriculum. _ . NOT IMP DEV IMPRV  STRONG

m. Committees involving parents to review ' .
school policies. . NOT IMP " DEV IMPRV STRONG

n. Business and community partnerships © _ , :
enrich school programs. ' ' . NOT IMP DEV  IMPRV  STRONG
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Q-3. School districts chgose among many activities to assist their students Please circle one choice of how unponant itis

teachers to conduct each of the following activities w1th students.

VERY.

NOT ALITTLE PRETTY
IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT
a. Have at least one conference with ) . -
a parent of each of my students. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP  VERY IMP
b. Include students in conferences - . - s .
with parents. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTYIMP VERY IMP
¢. Attend evening meetings and \
performances of my students at ) : 3 , C
school - NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTYIMP VERYIMP
* d. Contact parents when their _ N _ . NN .
teen has problems or failures. . NOTIMP- - LITTLE IMP  PRETTY IMP VERY IMP -
e. Inform pa(mts ‘when their teen - : : , E :
does something well or.improves. NOT IMP LITTLEIMP PRETTYUP ' VERY IMP
f. Involve parents as yohmieers. ) NOTIMP LITTLEIMP. PRETTY UP VERYIMP
' g. Inform parents of the skills - :
required to pass my class. NOTIMP  LITTLE IMP PRETTYIMP VERYIMP
h. Inform parents how students - . ! .
" -camreport card grades in my class. - NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
i. Provide ideas to help parents talk i
" with their teen about what they ‘ . .
learn in my class. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP - PRETTYIMP VERY IMP,
j. Provide specific activities that
parents can do to help students . :
improve their grades. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTYIMP VERYIMP
k. Assign homework that requires ‘
students to talk with someone at : : '
home. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTYIMP VERY IMP
1. Work with other teachers to
develop parent involvement .
activities and materials. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTYIMP VERY IMP
m. Work on school policy comrmttees N :
. with parents. . NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTYIMP VERY IMP
n. Request information from parents -
about their teen's talents, interests, . Lo .
. orneeds. NOT IMP LITTL IMP "~ PRETTYIMP  VERY IMP
0. Work with businesses for
volunteers, donations, or other
resources to improve programs A . o
for my students. 'NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTYUP  VERYIMP -

for your

HRIC | 83 -




Q-4. School districts contact their students' families in different ways Please estimate the percent of your students' families your
teachers contacted or met in this way this year.

a. Letterormemo - NA 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90% ALL . .7
b. Telephone NA 0% 5% 10% 25% S0% 75% 90% ALL
¢. Meeting at school : NA 0% ' 5% - 10% 25% 50% . 75% 90% ALL
d. Scheduled parent-teacher conference NA 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90% ALL
" e. Home visit NA 0% 5% 10% 25% '50% 75% 90% ALL
— f. Meeting in the community - . . NA 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90% All
g. Report card pick-up NA 0% 5% 10%< 25% 50% 75% 90% Al

" . Performances, Sports, or other evens NA 0% 5% 10% 2% 50% . 75% 90% ALL

Q-5. This quesuon asks for your opinions about activities that- you think should be conducted by the parents of studentsin  your
district. ercle the choice that best describes the importance of these aetlvmes for students in your district.

4 n . NOT  ALITTLE-  'PRETTY  VERY .
- PARENTS' RESPONSIBILITIES - . IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT
" a Setup a quiet plaee and time for studymg ' 4 4
. at home NOT IMP LITTLEIMP  PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
b. Know what their-teen is expected to o . _— o
leameachyear. . ~ NOTIMP LUTTLEIMP  PRETTYIMP  VERYIMP
c. Check regularly that homework is done. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
* d Talk Yvith their teen at home about what ’j - :
they are learning in class. 4 NOT IMP _ LITTLEIMP . PRETTYIMP VERY IMP '
€. Enoourage teen to participate in class. NOT IMP . LITTLEIMP . | PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
f. Ask teachers for specific ideas on how to _ o o ) .
talk with their teen about homework. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
g Talk to teachers about problems their : R »
teen is facing at home. NOTIMP = LITTLEIMP. PRETTYIMP - VERY IMP
B h. Attend assemblies and other specxal ’ : ' _
events at the school. "~ NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP  VERY IMP
" i. Talk to their teen about the importance , . T :
of school. - - ‘ NOT IMP _LITTLEIMP  PRETTYIMP-  VERY IMP
3 Monitor their teen's progress and needs in ' : . - '
each subject. NOTIMP ~ LITTLEIMP PRETTYIMP - VERY IMP
) i k. Help their teen balance homework, home' C . g
chores, and outside activities. ~ NOTIMP LITTLE IMP PRETTYIMP . VERY IMP
.1 Volunteer to help the school. 4 - -NOT IMP LITTLEIMP  PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
1 ' : m. Join a parent organization or school : . - .
| ' Committee _ ' - " NOTIMP. LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP -
n. Encourage thexr teen to partxcxpate in . : , N
community activities. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
. o Help their teen plan for future work or - o - » R : ~
schooling. . ' NOT IMP- LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP




a.'Supervise theii'_tecn's behavior
b. Attend parent-teacher conferences

c. Attend sports or music events or
other assemblies

d. Talk to their teen regularly about.
classwork | : :

e. Joined the PTA/PTO/PTSA/booster
clubs and attend meetings regularly

" f. Know and use servié&s in the
community to assist their families

s

each. :

- How much support does each give. ( -STkONC
now to parent involvement? _ SUPPORT
a. You, pe;rsonaﬂy STRONG
b. Teachers ' STRONG
c. Principals f STRONG
d. Other administrators STRONG
e Cmms‘elors . - STRONG -
f. Parents STRONG _

- 8. The community " STRONG
h (C_)ther) School board members STRONG
1. The superintendent (if you are 5 school

board member) STRONG

0 5%

0% 5%

0% 5%

0% 5%

0% 5%

SOME
SUPPORT
SOME
SOME
SOME
SOME
SOME
SOME
SOME
SOME

'SOME

0% S%

Q-6. Estimate the percent of families in your district who did the following this year.

C10%

10%

10%

10%
10%

10%

25% 50%

25% 50%

25% 50%

25%. 50%

25% 50%

25% 50%

WEAK

- SUPPORT

"WEAK

WEAK

WEAK

WEAK

Q-8. How would you describe this district's community on these issues? Circle one on each line.

a. Unemployment

major problem‘

b. Crime ' lhajor problem
c. Drug use major problem
d. Teen gangs major problem

¢. Homelessness

1. Teenbarenthood

major problem -

\

major problem

.major problem

g Mobility of families

mjnor problem

.minor problem

minor problem
minor problem
minor problem

minor problem

' minor problem
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_ not a problem

not a problem
not a problem
noi a problem
not a problem
‘not a problem

not a problem

75% 90% 100%

75% 90% 100%
75% 90% 100%
75% 90% 100%

75% 90% 100%

NO

SUPPORT

NO
NO

NO

NO

NO

. NO

NO

- NO

NO

-75% 90% 100%

-1Q-7- The next question asks how you perceive others' support of parent involvement in your school. Please circle one choice  for



Q-9. The last questions ask for general information about you, your students, and your district. This will help identify how  new

A. Position: Superintendent Principal School Board Member

__No \ -
___Yes (which ones)

B. Do you supervise any extra-curricular activities?

practices can be developed to mect the diverse needs of school, teachers, students, and families.

Other

C. About how many hours each week, on average, do you spend contacting parents and other

_ Less than one hour - . One hour Two hours Three or more hours

D. About what percent of your students are:
> % (a) African American '

% (b) Asian American
____%¢(c) Hispanic American -
____% (d) Native American-
. % <(e) White -
100% -

E. About how many of your students are in (circle the estimate that comes closest):
____% Special Education . 0% 10%  .20% 30-50%  60-80%
" % Bilingual/ESL . 0% 10% . 20% 30-50%  60-80%

% Honors, AP, or Gifted 0% 10% 20% ~ 30-50% . 60-80%
% At risk of not graduating 0% 10% 20% 30-50%  60-80%
% Free or reduced lunch 0% 10% . 20%  -30-50%  60-80%

- F. About what percent of your students are:

- % (a) Above average in achievement

% (b) Average in achievement-

% (c) Below Average in achievement

H. What is the size of your school district according to tf\e Montana High School Association classification?
ClassAA __- ClassA Class B Class C Elementary District only

Q-10. YOUR EXPERIENCE AND BACKGROUND -

A. What is your experience?

. ____"(a) Years of experience in administration

(b) Years in this school district

C. What is your highest education?
(a) Bachelor's
(b) Bachelor's + credits

L Class AA
-7 (c) Master's

__ClassA -
- (d) Master's + credits .

___ClassB
_____(e) Doctorate

A Class C

G. About what percent of your students are:
"% (a) Promptly deliver memos or notices
: " home from the school
____ % (b) Complete all their homework on time

f) Other (Describe)

—

L

___ (a)Male
___ (b)Female

D. What is the size of this school district according
to Montana High School Association classification?

~__Elementary District only
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B. What is your gender?

A\l

community

90-100%
£ 90-100%

90-100%

90-100%
'90-100%

- members?”




- F. How do you describe yourself? G. Have you had training in working v;rith parents?
. (a) African American B . .
No -

(b) Asian American : B ) _ B

. , ___Yes, Describe
.___(c) Hispanic American :
(d) Native American
(e) White .
(f) Other (Describe)

We would value your ideas on the following questions, if you can take a few more minutes to help. .

a. What is the most successful practice to involve parents that you have used or that you have heard about?

~ : 'v_-'

b.In whaf ways could better partnerships with families help you as an admihistrator/pplicymaker?

N

. ¢. In what ways could better pmﬁlcrsh_ips with the community help you as an administrator/policymaker?

- "d. To strengthen home-school partnerships, what do schools need to know about students' famil’i&s that you do not know now?

A}

.é- What obstacles do you see in building stronger links between families and schools at your school? -

/

i

f. Do you have any other ideas or suggestions that you would like to add? (Feel free to.add other pages with your comments.)

-
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April 4, 1994

Dear School Administrator:

Most educators would agree that finding ways to effectively

. involve parents and other community members in public schools is
a critical issue. How this might be accomplished. in Montana is
the focus of a current study being. conducted by the Center for
Community-School Development and Field Services at MSU. This
information will be utilized to develop a set of recommendatlons ~
.for action in Montana. .

.Over the next 2-3 months, we will be seeking information -from
selected school -administrators, school board members, teachers
and parents. Input from all of these groups is important so
| please take about 15-20 minutes to complete and return the
: enclosed questlonnalre

N
- .

Be assured that the results will only'be presentéd as group data.
No one individual or school will be identified. The return
envelope is coded but this is only so we can do any necessary
follow-up. I

A postage paid, pre-addressed envelope is enclosed for you to use,
in returning the completed questionnaire. If at all possible, we

would like the questionnaire back by _April 18, 1994 .

If yeu are interested in receiving a copy of the results, please
print your name and mailing address on the back of the envelope.
Do not put it on the questionnaire. :

Thank you very much for helping us with this important project.
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call us at

994-6984.
Sincerely,
~ Gloria A. Gregg - o Cheryl Johannes

Director _ ~ Research Assistant




| ,PAl/lENT INVOLVEMENT IN MONTANA SCHOOLS

-ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPALS-

DIRECTIONS FOR COMPLETING AND RETURNING THE. QUESTIONNAIRE

1.

- needed. The results will be reported as group data and no

Please read the directions for each section carefully < ‘
before responding. -

Write all responses on ‘tHe questionnaire itself.

All.responses are strictly confidential. The code on the
return envelopes is only for the purposes of follow-up if

one individual will be identified.

When yod have completed the questionnaire, place it in the
enclosed large, postage pald envelope and drop it in the
mail. PLEASE RETURN NO LATER THAN APRIL 18. . )

Again, our sincere thanks for helping us out.

This questionnaire was adapted from a series by Epstein and Salinas (1993) titled School and
Family Partnerships: Surveys and Summaries, Center on Families, Commumtles Schools and
Children's Learning, John Hopkins University.
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THE FIRST QUESTIONS ASK FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT ABOUT PARENT

INVOLVEMENT. PLEASE CIBCLE_’[HEQNE_CHQLCE FOR EACH ITEM THAT BEST

REPRESENTS YOUR OPINION AND EXPERIENCE.

~

Parent involvement is important for a good school.

Most parents know how to help theu' chlldren on
school work at home N

~ This school has an active and effective parent

orgamzatxon (e.g., PTA or PTO).

Every family has some strengths that could be
tapped to increase student success in school.

" All parents could leamn ways to assist their

children on school work at home, if shown how.

Parer_lt involvement can help teachers be more
effective with more students.

Teachers should receive recognition for time
spent on parent involvement activities.

Parents of children at this school want to be
involved more than they are now at most grade
levels. _ :

Teachers do not hiive the time to involve parents
in very useful ways.

Teachers need in-service education to implement
effective parent involvement practices

Parent involvement is 1mportant for student success

‘in-school.
“This school views parents as important partners. -

, “The community values education for all students.

~

This school is known for trying new and unusual
approaches to 1mprove the school. .

Mostly when I contact parents, it's about problems
or trouble. | .

In this school, teachers play a large part in most decisions.

~

The community supports t.his. school.

Compared to other schools, this school has one of the
best school climates for teachers, students, and

parents.

90 .

Strongly. -
Disagree Disagree
sD . D
'SD- D
sD D
SD D
sD . D~
SD . D
.SD , D .
SD D
SO D
SD D
SD - D
SD D
.SD D
SD D
.SD' D
SsD - D
SD D

SD D

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Agree

AL

A

SA

Strongly
Agree

SA

"SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA —

SA

SA

SA
-SA

SA
SA

SA

SA



Q-2. PRINCIPALS CONTACT THEIR STUDENTS' FAMILIES IN DIFFERENT WAYS. PLEASE ESTIMATE

THE PERCENT OF YOUR STUDENTS' FAMILIES THAT YOU CONTACTED THIS YEAR IN THIS WAY.

All
All
Al
All
All -
All
All
All

" a. Letter or memo _ : NA 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90%
b. Telephone - _ NA 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90%
¢. Meeting at school ' ' ‘NA 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% “75% 90%

- d. Scheduled parent-teacher conference . - NA 0% 5% 10%  25% -50% 75% 90%
€. Home visit _ NA 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90%
f. Meeting in the community - NA 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90%
g- Report card pick-up NA 0% S% 10% 25% 50% .75% 90%
. h. Performances, sports, or other events . NA 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% ' 75% 90%
Q-3. SOME PRINCIPALS INVOLVE PARENTS (OR OTHERS) AS VOLUNTEERS AT THE SCHOOL

BUILDING. PLEASE CHECK THE WAY THAT YOUR SCHOOL USED VOLUNTEERS IN YOUR

. CLASSROOMS AND IN YOUR SCHOOL THIS YEAR. (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY IN COLUMNS
A ANDB.) T

-A. Inthe CLASSROOM, volunteers......... B. In our SCHOOL, vohmtecrs ..........

____{(a) We do NOT use classtoom volunteers ____{(a) Are NOT USED in the school now

____(b) Listen to children read aloud’ _ ____ (b) Monitor halls, cafeteria, or other areas -

____ {c) Read to the children T ~ ___(c) Work in the library, computer lab, or other area

____{(d) Grade papers . ___(d) Teach mini-courses

___(e) Tutor children in specific skills ’ ____(e) Teach enrichment or other lessons

_____(f) Help on trips or at parties ____(f) Lead clubs or activities -

____ (&) Give talks (e.g., on careers, hobbies, etc.) ____(g) Check attendance

(h) Other ways (please specify) : ____(b) Work in "parent room" _
. . - ' ____ (i) Other ways (please specxfy)

THIS YEAR, how many volunteers or aides help in your classrooms or in the school?

C. Number of different yolunteers who assist in this school in a typical week

-D. Do you have paid aides in your classrooms or .;school? —NO '_;YES (thowmany?_____ ) -

Q-4. ' PLEASE ESTIMATE THE PERCENT OF YOUR STUDENTS' FAMILIES WHO DID THE FOLLOWING

a. Attend workshops regularly at school : 0% . 5% 10% 25%7 50% - 75% 90%
b. Check daily that child's homework is done ) 0% 5% 10% 25% ' 50% 75% 90%
c. Practice schoolwork in the summer ‘ 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90%
d. Attend PTA meetings regularly - 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90%

€. Attend pgrent-teachef conferences with you - 0% 5%. 10% 25%  50% 75% 90%
Understand cnough to help their child at home:

|

\

o f. ...reading skills at gradé«level . ‘ 0% 5% 10% 25%. 50% 75% 90%.
‘ _

|

|

|

g. ..writing skills at grade level ' . 0% 5%  10% 25% 50% 75% 90%
h...math skills at grade level 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90%
BEST CUPY AVAILABLE

ERIC | 91 -

100%

100%

100%
100%
100%

100%
100%
100%

AN




Q-s. SCIIOOLS SERVE DIVERSE POPULATIONS OF FAMILIES WHO HAVE DIFFERENT NEEDS AND

- SKILLS. THE NEXT QUESTIONS ASK FOR YOUR JUDGMENT ABOUT SPECIFIC WAYS OF
- INVOLVING FAMILIES AT YOUR SCHOOL. PLEASE QIB.CLE_QNE_CHM TO TELL WHETHER
YOU THINK EACH TYPE OF INV OLVEMENT IS:

NOT IMPORTANT . . =>NOTIMP . (Means this IS NOT part of your school now, and
: : : SHOULD NOT BE.) .
NEEDS TO BE DEVELOPED . => DEV (Means this IS NOT part of your school now, but -
: SHOULD BE.)
NEEDS TO BE IMPROVED => [MPRV (Means this IS part of your school, but NEEDS TO BE
' , STRENGTHENED.)

A STRONGPROGRAMNOW  *  =>STRONG - (Means this IS a STRONG program for most

: '+ parents ATALL

) * GRADE LEVELS at your s¢chool.)

AT THIS SCHOOL....

.. - a 'WORKSHOPS for parents to build skills in

PARENTING and understanding their children
at each grade level.

b. _WORI(SHOPS for parents dn creating HOME
CONDITIONS FOR LEARNING.

€. COMMUNICATIONS from the school to the home
that all families can understand and use.

d. COMMUNICATIONS about report cards so that .
parents understand students' progress and
needs.

" . Parent-teacher CONFERENCES with all familics.

f. SURVEYING parents each year for their ideas
about the school. : '

g VOLUNTEERS in classrooms to-assist teachers
and studenls -

h. VOLUNTEERS.to help in other (non-classroom)
parts of the school.

i INFORMATION on how to MONITOR homework.

] INFORMATION for parents on HOW TO HELP their
children with specific skills and subjects.
k. Involvement by families in PTA/PTO leadership, _
. other COMMITTEES, or other decision-making roles.

-1. Programs for AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES, recreation,

and homework help.
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. NOT IMP
NOT IMP.

NOT IMP .

NOT IMP

NOT IMP

NOT IMP

NOT IMP

NOT IMP

NOT IMP

NOT IMP

'NOT IMP

NOT IMP

DEV

'DEV

DEV
DEV
DEV
DEV
DEV

DEV

DEV

DEV

DEV -

DEV

IMPRV

. IMPRV

IMPRV

IMPRV

IMPRV.

IMPRV

IMPRV.

IMPRV

IMPRV

IMPRV'

IMPRV

IMPRV

7

STRONG
STRONG

STRONG

' STRONG

STRONG

STRONG

STRONG

STRONG

STRONG

STRONG

STRONG

STRONG

-




Q6.

NOT
: L _ IMPORTANT
Have a conference with each student's s
parents at least once.a year.  NOT IMP
Attend evening meetings, performances
and workshops at school. . NOT IMP
Contact parents about their chﬂdrcn s ’
problems or failures. _ NOT IMP
Inform parents when their children do A
something well or improve. NOT IMP |
Involve some parents as volunteers in the _ _
classroom. ‘ NOT IMP _
Inform parents of the skills their children |
must pass in each subject taught. N?T IMP
Inform parents how report card grades o
are eammed in the child's class. ' NOT IMP
Provide specific activities for children and -
parents to do to improve students' grades. - NOT IMP
Provide ideas for discussing TV shows. NOT IMP
Assign homework that requires children L
to interact with parents, NOT IMP
-Suggest ways to practice spelling or other -
skills at home l_)efore a test. NOT IMP
. Ask parents to listen to their children read. ~ NOTIMP
Ask parents to listen to a story or
. paragraph that their children write. NOT IMP
Work with other teachers to develop parent g .
involvement activities and materials. - . NOT IMP
Wofk with bommunity members to arrange ~
learning opportunities in classrooms. NOT IMP
Work with area businesses for volunteers
to improve programs for students. NOT IMP
Request information from parents on their o
children's talents, interests, or needs. ' NOT IMP
Serveona PTA/PTO or other school - :
committee. NOT IMP

TEACHERS CHOOSE AMONG MANY ACl' TVITIES TO ASSIST THEIR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES.

CIRCLE ONE CHOICE TO TELL HOW IMPORTANT EACH OF THESE IS FOR YOUR TEACHERS TO

CONDUCT AT.HISLHEB GRADE LEVEL.

HOW IMPORTANT IS THIS PRACI' ICE TO YOUR SCHOOL? = -

\J

A LITTLE
IMPORTANT

A LITTLE IMP

_ALITTLE IMP

A LITTLE IMP
A LITTLE IMP
A LITT';.E IMP
A LITTLE IMP
A LITTLE'IMP

A LITTLE IMP
A LITTLE IMP

A LITTLE IMP

A LITTLE IMP
A LITTLE IMP

~ ALITTLE IMP
A LITTLE IMP

A LITTLEIMP .

A LITTLE IMP

A LITTLE IMP

A LITTLE IMP

PRETTY °~

IMPORTANT
PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP
PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

'PRETTY IMP

- PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP
PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP
PRETTY IMP

~ PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTYIMP '

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

VERY

IMPORTANT

VERY IMP
VERY IMP
VERY IMP

VERY IMP

'VERY IMP

VERY IMP"

VERY IMP

VERY IMP
VERY IMP

VERY IMP

VERY IMP

" VERY IMP
VERY iMP

VERY IMP .

VERY IMP
VERY IMP
VERY IMP

VERY IMP



Q-7 THE NEXT QUESTIONS ASK FOR YOUR OPINIONS ABOUT THE ACTIVITIES THAT YOU THINK
- CIRCLE THE

SHOULD BE CONDUCTED B

CHOICE THAT BEST DESCRIBES THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE ACT IVITIES.

7
-

i

’ - NOT A LITTLE PRETTY VERY
PARENTS' RESPONSIBILITIES IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT -
a. Send children to school ready to leamn. NOTIMP  ALITTLEIMP  PRETTYIMP ° VERY IMP

. ' *
Teach childrcn to behave well. NOT'IMP, ALITTLEIMP- PRETTYIMP VERYIMP
c. Setup a quiet place and time for studying > o : '
at home. NOT IMP ALITTLEIMP PRETTYIMP VERYIMP
d Encouragc children to volunteer in class. -NOT IMP "ALITTLE IMP PRETTYIMP VERY IMP N
e. Know what children are expected to learn " \ , o
eachyear. .- NOT IMP ALITTLEIMP PRETTYIMP VERYIMP
f. "Check daily that homework is done. NOT IMP ALITTLEIMMP PRETTYIMP VERYIMP
. B Talktochxldrenaboutwhattheyare : - _ < o .
learning in school. NOT IMP ALITTLEIMP PRETTYIMP VERYIMP
h.  Ask teachers for specific ideas on how to help : ' : -
their children at home with classwork. NOTIMP - ALITTLEIMP PRETTYIMP  VERYIMP
i. Talk to teachers about problems the . )
~ children are facing at home. NOT IMP ALITTLEIMP PRETTYIMP VERYIMP
j. Attend PTA/PTO meetings: NOTIMP - ALITTLEIMP PRETTYIMP VERYIMP -
k., Serve as a volunteer in the school or - _
) classroom. NOT IMP A LITTLE IMP PRETTYIMP VERYIMP
1. Attend assemblies and other special events . ‘ . o
_at the school. NOT IMP ALITTLEIMP PRETTYIMP VERYIMP
m. Take children to special placesor events ‘ A . ’
in the community. NOT IMP A LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
. n. Talk to children about the importance of ) - o
NOT IMP. ALTTLEIMP  PRETTY IMP

school. . A -~ VERY IMP

Q8. ' THE NEXT QUESTIONS ASK HOW YOU PERCEIVE OTHERS' SUPPORT FOR PARENT
R R o o i now s
Ssut;;:i sfgg'.fn 'sm".f‘n Su;]:ort _ . o
a You, personally STRONG SOME: WEAK 'NONE
b. Teachers STRONG SOME WEAK - NONE
<. Other principals . STRONG SOME WEAK NONE
\ 'd. Other administrators | STRONG SOME - WEAK  NONE
) ¢. Parents ~ STRONG SOME WEAK NONE
f Others in the community ~ STRONG SOME " WEAK "NONE
g. The sciool board STRONG - SOME WEAK NONE
h. The district superintendent \ STRONG SOME WEAK. NONE
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Q-9. OVERTHE PAST TWO YEARS HOW MUCH HAS THE SCHOOL INVOLVED PARENTS AT SCHOOL
AND HOME. . . -

(1) School involved parenté less this year than last
(2) School involved parents about the same in both years
3) School involved parents more this year than last

(4) Don't know, I did not work at this school last year

. THE LAST QUESTIONS ASK FOR GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT YOU AND YOUR STUDENTS. THIS
WILL HELP US UNDERSTAND HOW NEW PRACTICES CAN BE DEVELOPED TO MEET THE NEEDS OF
PARTICULAR SCHOOLS TEACHERS AND STUDENTS.

A, Clrclewhxchgradcs are in your building or unde} your supervxsxon -
PreK K 123456738 . -

B. What size is your-school district according to Montana High School.'As‘sociation classiﬁéation?
Class AA ClassA __ ClassB __ ClassC ____ Elementary district only

C. ﬁ\bout how many hours each x;reek, on average, do you spend contacting parents? .
None __ Lessthanonehour ____Onehour -~ Two hours Three hours or more

D. About what perccnt of your students are:

_ % African American

_% Asian American

____% Hispanic American .

_ % Native American

% White .
% Other - )

100% ,

" Q10. YOURSTUDENTSANDYOU! e ‘ o
| E. About how niany of your students are in (circle the estimate that comes closest):
|

Chapter 1 ‘ 0% 10% 20% 30-50% 60-80% 90-100%

Special education ‘ 0% . 10% - 20% 30-50% °  60-80% . 90-100%
_ Gifted programs o 0% 10%, - 20% - 30-50% 60-80% - 90-100%

Free or reduced lunch . 0% 10% 20% - . 30-50% 60-80% 90-100%
F. About what percent of your students are: G. About what percent of your students:

—% Above average in achievement S - —7 (a) Promptly deliver memos or

_ ‘ -0 N o notices

——"% Average in achievement - home from the school -

—" Below average in achicvement - %D Complete all of t.hexr homework
H. What is your experience? I. What is your gender?

— Total years in administration . . __ Male .

— Years in this school as an administrator - T __ Female
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b. In what ways could better partnerships with families help your school?

J. What is your highest education? K. How do you describe yo;xrs¢.:lt‘7
— Bachelor's : _ : i _ _ African American
— Bachelor's + credits - ~ _ Asian American . - 7
— Masters _ : — Hispanic American . Co
— Master's + credits . ) _ — Native American
— Specialist ‘ _ White
__Doctorate : __ Other (describe),
__ Other (d&scnbe) : o
L. Describe your position in this district. _ M. Have you had training in working with parents?
____ Assistant Principal A - ___No i
____Elementary Principal —_ Yes(f y&s where)
____Middle School/Junior ngh Pnnclpal L _College Preparatory
Supcnntcndent : g ____ Workshops
' ’ Other

‘Q-11. OPTIONAL WE WOULD VALUE YOUR IDEAS ON THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IF YOUHAVE A

-

FEW MORE MINUTES.

a. What is the most successful practice to involve parents that ybu have used or that you have heard about?

c. In what ways could better partnerships with the community help your school?

~

’

d. In what ways has parent involvement changed over the past.year or two at this school? Give examples.

¢. Do you have any ideas or comments that you would like to add? (Feel free to add other pages.)




PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN MONTANA SCHOOLS

.. -HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS-

DIRECTIONS FOR COMRLETING AND RETURNING THE QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Please read the directions for each section’ carefully
before respondlng

1

2. Write all .responses on the questionnaire itself.

3. All responses are strictly confidential. The code on the
return envelopes is only for the purposes of follow-up if
needed.. The results will be reported as group data and no
one individual will be identified-.

4, When you Have completed the questionnaire, place it in the

o ‘enclosed large, postage paid envelope and drop it in the

.mail. PLEASE RETURN NO LATER THAN APRIL 18.

Again, our sincere thanks for helping us out.

' . \

/ .

This questionnaire was adapted from a series by Epstein and Salmas (1993) titled School and
Family Partnerships: Surveys and Summaries, Center on Famlhes Communities, Schools and
Chxldren s Learning, John Hopkins Umversxty




' < Q-1 THIS QUESTION ASKS FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT ABOUT PARENT INVOLVEMENT.
mmmzm_cnm FOR EACH ITEM THAT BEST REPRESENTS YOUR

OPINION AND EXPERIENCE.
. Strongly ' ' . ' 5‘1‘01181)’
_ ) . Disagree Disagree ; Agree | Agree
" a. Parent involvement is important for a good high ) o
school. ) SD D A SA
) b:  Most pm:ents' of high school students do not know
how to talk with their teens about school work at . ’ '
home. ' - SD D . A "~ SA
c. High schools should have an active parent : - - .
organization (e g PTA or PTO) ' . : SD D . A . " SA
d Every farmly has some strengt.hs that could be )
tapped to increase their teen's success in high : )
R school. -~ , . : SD D A SA
| e Al parents could learn ways to assist their teens . .
1 on school work at home, if shown how. . SD D A . SA,
f  Parent involvement can increase teacher T o . . z
effectiveness. ’ ' : . SD D A SA -
g Parents of students at this school want to be . - . : .
' involved more than they are now. ' SD .- D~ A SA
h.  High school teachers do not have the time to . . .
involve parents in very useful ways. S - SD - D A " SA .
i, - High school teachers need in-service education to |
implement effective parent involvement practices. sD . - D . A’ SA
j.  Parent involvement is imporiant for student : . , :
success in high school. _ : . . . SD D A SA
k. This school views parents as important partners. SD D A " SA
I. The community values education for all students. ' - SD D A SA
m. The community supports this high school. . SD D A SA
n. Involving families is a responsibility of teachef_sl- SD D A SA
“o. lItis not necessary for parents of high school . _ _
students to be involved in their teen's education. ~SD D - A SA
p. H{gh school students are imponant'membérs of . » '
" school and family partnerships. SD D . A . . SA
‘g This high school is known for trying new things o
to improve the school. , : - 8D D A . SA
r. Inthis school, teachers play a large part in most decisions. 'SD D | . A . SA
s. . This high school is one of the best for teachers, ‘ ,
‘ students, and parents. - . ' - SD . D A SA
|
\
|




o-z.' HIGH SCHOOLS SERVE DIVERSE POPULATIONS OF FAMILIES WITH DIFFERENT NEEDS AND SKILLS.
THE NEXT QUESTIONS ASK FOR YOUR JUDGMENT ABOUT SPECIFIC WAYS OF INVOLVING FAMILIES
OF YOUR STUDENTS. gmmmm TO TELL WHETHER YQU THINK EACH TYPE OF .

INVOLVEMENT IS:
NOT IMPORTANT =>NOTIMP  (Means this is not part of your program for parents OF
STUDENTS at your high school now, and SHOULD NOT BE.)
NEEDS TO BE DEVELOPED => DEV (Meansihis is not part of your high school now, but -
) ' SHOULD BE.) - ; A
NEEDS TO BE IMPROVED - _ =>IMPRV (Means this is part of your high school, but NEEDS TO
- _ S BE STRENGTHENED )
. A STRONG PROGRAM NOW =>STRONG (Means this is a STRONG program for most parents of students
' | in your high school.) .
a. Information to parents on parenting o . ' ) :
skills and adolescent deve opment b . 7 NOTIMP DEV ~  IMPRV STRONG
" b. Surveys of parents each year on their ideas ) ’ : )
about the school. _ NOTIMP . DEV IMPRV ~ STRONG
c. Communications from the school to the o
home that all families can understand : ‘
and use. . o - NOTIMP . DEV IMPRV STRONG
d. Communications about report cards'so that =~ . )
parents understand their teen's progress o
and needs. , . NOT IMP DEV . IMPRV STRONG
e. Parent-teacher conferences with all families. NOT IMP DEV  IMPRV  STRONG

f. Parent and other volunteers at the school. - . _NOTIMP DEV IMPRV STRONG

g. Information to assist parents to momtor . ’
thelr teen's homework. : NOT IMP DEV .IMPRV STRONG

h. Informahon to assist parents to talk with : S - ,
their teen about class work, skills, and . ' -
subjects N _ NOT IMP DEV IMPRV STRONG

1 Homework for students that requires them '
to talk with someone at home about their

class work. o . NOTIMP DEV - IMPRV STRONG
j. Information th)arents on how to help their ) h '
teen plan for education or employment :
beyond high school. NOT IMP DEV IMPRV ~ STRONG
k. Parumpatnon by families m~PTA/PTO : ) : : ‘ ’ N
- " other committees, and decxsnon-makmg roles. NOT IMP - DEV IMPRV STRONG

" 1. Committees lnvolvmg parents to review the : .
high school curriculum. NOT IMP DEV IMPRV STRONG

’

m. Committees involving parents to review ; : : :
- school policies. _ . - NOT IMP DEV IMPRV ~ STRONG

n. Business and community partmrshxps to : , :
" enrich school programs . NOT IMP DEV IMPRV = STRONG
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HIGH SCHOOLS CHOOSE AMONG MANY ACTIVITIES TO ASSIST THEIR STUDENTS. PLEASE.

OF HOW IMPORTANT IT IS FOR

-OF THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES WITH STUDENTS.

Havye at least one conference

‘with a parent of each student.

Include students in conferences
with parents.

Attend evening meetings and
performances of students at
school.

Contact parents when their
teen has problems or failures.

_ Inform parents when their teen

does something well or
improves.

Involve parcnts as volunteers.

Inform parents of the skills
reqmreg to pass his/her class.

Inform parents how students
earn report card grades in his/
her class. :

Provide ideas to help parents
talk with their teen about what
they leamm class. -

Provide specific activities that
parents can do to help students
mmprove their grades.

Assign homework that requires
students to talk with someone
at home.

Work with other teachers to
develop parent involvement

- activities and matenals. -

Work on school policy
committees with parents.

Request information from
parents about their teen's
talents, interests, or

n

Work with businesses for
volunteers, donations, or other
resources to Improve programs
for students.

NOT ALITTLE
IMPORTANT IMPORTANT
NOT IMP LITTLE IMP
NOTIMP . - LITTLEIMP
' NOT IMP LITTLE IMP
NOT IMP. LITTLE IMP
NOT IMP . LITTLE IMP
NOT IMP LITTLE IMP
" NOT IMP LITTLE IMP
NOT IMP ' LITTLE IMP
NOT IMP- LITTLE IMP
NOT IMP " LITTLE IMP
NOT IMP - LITTLE IMP
NOT IMP LITTLE IMP
NOT IMP * LITTLE IMP
NOT IMP LITTL IMP
NOTIMP - LITTLEIMP _
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PRETTY
IMPORTANT

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP |

PRETTY IMP

" PRETTYIMP

‘PRETTY UP
PRETTY UP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

. PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

_PRETTY UP

YOUR TEACHERS TO CONDUCT EACH -

VERY
IMPORTANT
VERY IMP

VERY IMP

VERY IMP -~

VERY IMP

VERY IMP
VERY IMP

vsfw IMP
VERY IMP
VERY IMP
VERY IMP

VERY IMP

VERY IMP

VERY IMP

. VERY IMP

VERY IMP




Q4. HIGH SCHOOLS CONTACT THEIR STUDENTS' FAMILIES IN DIFFERENT‘WAYS. PLEASE

ESTIMATE THE PERCENT OF YOUR STUDENTS' FAMILIES YOUR TEACHERS CONTACTED OR
- , MET THIS WAY THIS YEAR. : N B
z. Letter or memo NA 0% 5% 10% 25% S0% 75% 90%  ALL
b. Telephone : : NA 0% 5% 10% -25% 50% 75%  90%  ALL
c. Meeting at school : NA 0% 5% 10% 25% S0% 75%  90%  sALL
d. Scheduled parent-teacher conference NA 0% 5% 10% 25% S0% 7%  90%  ALL
e. Home visit o NA 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75%  90%  ALL ° -
. f Meeting in the community NA 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% .75%  90%  ALL
. Report card pick-up ‘ NA 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75%  90%  ALL
’ ﬁ Performances, sports, or other events NA 0% 5% 10% 25% . 50% - 75% 90% ALL

Q-5. THIS QUESTION ASKS FOR YOUR OPINIONS ABOUT ACTIVITIES THAT YOU THINK SHOULD BE
CONDUCTED BY THE PARENTS OF STUDENTS IN YOUR HIGH SCHOOL. CIRCLE THE CHOICE THAT
BEST DESCRIBES THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE ACTIVITIES FOR STUDENTS IN YOUR HIGH SCHOOL.

o - C . NOT A LITTLE . PRETTY VERY
_PARENTS' RESPONSIBILITIES IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT
a.  Set up a quiet place and time for . ) : _
studying at home. . ) . NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
b.  Know what their teen is expected to : . B ' '
- learn each year. . NOTIMP . LITTLEIMP PRETTYIMP  VERY IMP
- ‘c.  Check regularly that homework is done. . NOTIMP. LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
o d.  Talk with their teen at home about ) ' S
| what they are leaming in class. . NOT IMP LITTLEIMP - PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
i . 7/ - . : -
| e.  Encourage teen to participate in - ! .
class. , NOTIMR - LITTLEIMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
| f  Ask teachers for specific ideas on .
} ' how to talk with their teen about : - : :
homework. /. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
- g Talk to teachers about problems their ' . o .
| teen is facing at home. _ . NOTIMP - LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
‘ h.  Attend assemblies and other special
events at the school. : NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTYIMP  VERY IMP
1. Talkto their tecn about the importance a _ T '
of school. ' NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
') Monitor their teen's progress and needs '
in each subject. - NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTYIMP . VERY IMP
k. Help their teen balance homework, home .
chores, and outside activities. ' , NOTIMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP .
1. Volunteer to help the school. NOTIMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
\
. m. ‘Join a parent organization or schoo! . - ) . '
committee. i : NOT IMP LITTLEIMP - PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
n  Encourage their teen to participate ' '
in community activities. NOT IMP ~ LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
o.  Help their teen plan for future work or '
schooling. ' o NOT IMP LITTLEIMP . PRETTY IMP VERY IMP




Q-é. ESTIMATE THE PERCENT OF FAMILIES IN YOUR DISTRICT WHO DID THE FOLLOWING THIS YEAR.

a.  Supervise their toen's behavior
b. 'Attcnd pafcnt-teacher conferences

c.  Attend sports or music events or ot.hcr
assemblies -

d. "Talk totheir teen rcgularly about
: classwork .

| 3 J oin t.he PTA/PTO/PTSA/booster clubs
» and attend meetings regularly

f.  Know and use services in the community
to assist their families

Q-7. THE NEXT ‘QUESTION ASKS HOW YOU PERCEIVE OTHERS' SUPPORT OF PARENT lNVOLVEMENT

0%
0%

0%

0%

0%

'o%

5% e
5%

5%

%

5%

5%

L 10%

- 10%

10% '25%

25%
10% 25%
| 25%
10% 25%

10% 25%

INYOUR SCHOOL PLEASE CIBCLE_QNE_CHQ]QE FOR EACH.

How much support does each give
now to parent involvement?

a. You, personally ' -
b. Tcach-e:s
c. Other Principals
d. Other administrators .
.¢. Counsclors g
“f. Parents
g. The community
. h. School board members

I Thc supcnntendem

Q-8.
- EACH LINE.

: a. Unemployment .
b. Crime

c. Drug use

d. Teen gangs

e HoTneléssness :

-f. Teen parenthood

g. Mobility of families

" STRONG
SUPPORT

STRONG
STRONG
STRONG
STRONG
STRONG
STRONG
STRONG
'STRONG
STRONG

" major problem

" major problem

major problem
major problem
major problem

major problem

_major problem )

50%
50%

50%
50%
50% -

50%

75%
75%

75%

75%
75%

75%

SOME WEAK
SUPPORT SUPPORT
| SOME’ WEAK

SOME WEAK

SOME WEAK

SOME WEAK

SOME WEAK

SOME . ‘WEAK
SOME WEAK

SOME 'WEAK

SOME WEAK
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minor problem

minor problem

minor problem'

minor problem
munor problem

minor problem

minor problem

90%  100%
. 90%  100%
90% 100%
90% . 100%
90%. 100%
90% 100%

NO
SUPPORT

No.
NO -
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO

NO

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THIS DISCRICT'S COMMUNITY ON THESE ISSUES? QBCLE_QNE ON

not a problem
not a problem
not a problem
not a pfoblen;
not a problem
not a problem

not a problem




Q-9. THE LAST QUESTIONS ASK FOR GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT YOU, YOUR STUDENTS, AND YOUR
DISTRICT. THIS WILL HELP IDENTIFY HOW NEW PRACTICES CAN BE DEVELOPED TO MEET THE
DlVERSE NEEDS OF SCHOOLS TEACHERS, STUDENTS AND FAMILIES.

. « : -
A.. Your position: Superinte_ndem Principal Assistant Superintedent Other(specific),

B. Do you supervise any extra-curricular activities? ' - o .
—No ' o
—__Yes (which ones)

N

C. About how many hours each week, on average, do you spend contacting parents and other community members?
__Lessthanonehour® __ Onechour __ Twohours ___ Three or more hours -

D. About what percent of your students are:

___% African American .

% Asian American : '

—_ % Hispanic American ' ' o S
% Native American . - -

- % White T ‘ . . \
—_ % Other ' . - .
100% .
E. About how many of your students are in (clrcle the wnmate that comes closest): , ' ,
% Special Education - 0% ) 10% 20% 30-50% .~ - 60-80% 90-100%
% Bilingual/ESL 0% vo10% - 20% 30-50% 60-80% 90-100%
_ % Honors, AP, or Gifted 0% 10% 20% 30-50% 60-80% 90-100%
% Atrisk of not graduating 0% 10% . 20% 30-50% 60-80% " '90-100%
__ % Free or reduced lunch 0% 10% - 20% - 30-50% 60-80% 90-100%
F. About what percent of your studentsare: - . G. About what percent of your students:
' % Above average in achievement ‘ " ____ % Promptly deliver memos or notices
—__% Average in achicvement - home from the school .
—_% Below Average in achievement - % Compilete all their homework on time
H. What is the size of your school district according to the Montana High School Association classification? R
—.ClassAA _ ClassA __ ClassB ___ Class C ___Elementary District only . .
1. What is your experience? _ J. What is your gender?
Total years in administration . ___Male
Years in this school district as an : ___ Female
administrator-
K. What is your highest lcvel of educauan? L. Have you had training in working with parents? -
___ _Bachelor's - No - ,
Bachelor's + credits Yes (If yes, where)
—_ Master's :
College preparatory o : .
Master's + credits ' Workshops/Conferences ' .
Doctorate : __ Other (specify)
Other (Describe) ) -
M. How do you describe yourself? - .
—_ African American o '
_____ Asian American . -
Hispanic American - .
Native American : - : 1
White . ' -
Other (Describe)
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* b. In what ways could better partnerships with families help you as an administrator/policymaker?

‘ a. What is the most successful pracu%é to involve parents that you have used or that yoﬁ have heard about?

| - - \

s

WE WOULD VALUE YOUR IDEAS ON THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IF YOU CAN TAKE A FEW MORE
MINUTES TO HELP. -

¢. In what wa);s could better partnerships with the community help you as an administrator/policymaker?

- d. To strengthen home-school partnerships, what do schools need to know about students' fangilics that you do not know now?

1

e. What obstacles do you see in building stronger links between families and schools at your school?

\

- . ' _ - . : .
f. Do you have any other ideas or suggestions that you would like to a'dd'7 (Feel free to add other pages with your comments.)
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN MONTANA SCHOOLS

-SUPERINTENDENTS- -

DIRECTiONS FOR COMPLETING AND RETURNING THE QUESTIONNAIRE -

1. Please read the directions for each section carefully
before responding. -7

2. Write all_responses on the questiorinaire itself.

3. . All responses are strictly confidehtial The code on the

return envelopes is only for the purposes of follow-up if
. needed. The results will be reported as- group data and no
one individual will be 1dent1f1ed :

4, Any reference to child or children in the questionnaire is
1ntended to include all students enrolled in your school
system. : .

5. When you have completed the questionnaire, placé it in the

enclosed large, postage paid envelope and drop it in the
mail‘. PLEASE‘ RETURN NO LATER THAN APRIL 18. '

Again, our sincere thanks for helping us out.

~ St -

-

This questionnaire was adapted from a series by Epstein and Salinas (1993) titied School and
Family Partnerships: Surveys and Summaries, Center on Families, Communities, Schools and
Children's Learning, John Hopkins University.
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AND EXPERIENCE.

- \
. Parent involvement is important for a good school.

. Most parents of students do not know how to talk with
their children about school work at home.

. Schools should have an active parent orgamzanon
(eg., PTA or PTO). i .

d. Every family has some strengths that could\be tapped
to increase their child's success in school. :

. All parents could leamn ways to assist their children
on school work at home, if shown how."

Parent involvement can increase teacher effectiveness.

" g Parents of students in this school district want to be

involved more than they are now. .

Teachers do not have the time to mvolve parents in very
useful ways.

Teachers need in-service education to implement effective
parent involvement practices.

Parent involvement is important for student success in
school. -

. This Ecliool views parents as importaEt partners.

. The community values education for all students.
. The commumty supéohs tlus school.

. Invc;lving families is a~Eesponsibility of teachers.

. Itis -not necessary for parents’ of students to be involved
_ in their child's education.

. Students are important members of school and family
" partnerships. -

. This school is known for trying new things to improve
the school.

In this school, teachers play a large part in most decisions.

. This school is one of the best for teachers, students, and
parents. :
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Strongly

Disagree

SD

SD

SD .

SD

.SD

sD
SD -

SD

SD

SD
SD

" SD

" sD
SD
SD

SD

SD

. SD

SD

Disagree

O U U U v

~

Agree

P - A

THIS QUESTION ASKS FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT ABOUT PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN YOUR
DISTRICT. BLEAMBCLE_QNE_CHQLCE FOR EACH ITEM THAT BEST REPRESENTS YOUR -~ GPINEN

Strongly
Agree

SA

SA
SA
SA

SA

SA
SA
SA
SA

SA
SA
SA
SA .

SA:
SA
SA

SA

SA

SA



Q-2. SCHOOL DISTRICTS SERVE DIVERSE POPULATIONS OF FAMILIES WITH DIFFERENT NEEDS AND SKILLS.
THE NEXT QUESTIONS ASK FOR YOUR JUDGMENT ABOUT SPECIFIC WAYS OF INVOLVING FAMILIES
OF YOUR STUDENTS IN YOUR DISTRICT. CIRCLE ONE CHOICE TO TELL WHETHER YOU THINK EACH

TYPE OF INVOLVEMENT IS:
NOT IMPORTANT =>NOT.IMP  (Means this is not part-of your program for parents of students in your
district now, and SHOULD NOT BE. ) - . \
NEEDS TO BE DEVELOPED =>DEV . (Means this is not part of your district now, but
SHOULD BE)) ..
NEEDS TO BE IMPROVED =>]MPRV (Means this is part of your district, but NEEDS TO
' . BE STRENGTHENED.) :
A STRONG PROGRAM NOW - =>STRONG (Means this is -a STRONG _program for most parents in your
- - ' : district.) . :
.................. ,.------------------------------------------------\------------
a. Information to parents on parenting skills and - . . . :
© child development : NOT IMP DEV IMPRV STRONG
i b. Surveys of parents each year on their ideas : ) ) .
| about the school. ~ NOTIMP DEV IMPRV STRONG
c. Communications from the school to the home that . '
- all families can understand and use. - _ NOT IMP DEV IMPRV STRONG
d. Communications about report cards so that parents . :
understand their child's progress and needs. NOTIMP DEV - IMPRV STRONG
. Parent-tcacher conferences with all families. . NOT IMP DEV'  IMPRV  STRONG
: N )
f. Parent and other volunteers at the school. . ‘NOT IMP DEV - IMPRV STRONG
g. Information to assist parents to monitor their ‘ -
. child's homework. C . NOTIMP . DEV IMPRV STRONG
y o “ . .
b Information to assist parents to talk with their . ‘ : ' §
child about class work, skills, and subjects. ' * NOTIMP . DEV IMPRV STRONG
i. Homework for students that requires them to talk . ' ' :
with someone at home about their class work. . NOT IMP DEV IMPRV STRONG
j. Information to parents on how to help theif child b , ,
plan for education or employment beyond high school. NOT IMP DEV IMPRV STRONG
k. Participation by families in PTA/PTO, other committees, i
and decision-making roles. A " NOT IMP DEV . IMPRV * STRONG
1. Committees involving parents to review the K-12 school ' r S
curriculum. : NOT IMP DEV IMPRV STRONG
‘m. Committess involving parents to review school policies. NOT IMP DEV  IMPRV STRONG

‘'n. Business and community partnerships to enrich school o
programs. NOT IMP DEV - IMPRV STRONG

~
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS CHOOSE AMONG MANY ACTIVITIES TO ASSIST THEIR STUDENTS. PLEASE CIRCLE

al

10

o

Q-3.
‘ONE CHOICE OF HOW IMPORTANT IT IS FOR YOUR TEACHERS TO CONDUCT EA(ODEOWENG ACTIVI
N WITH STUDENTS. .
B NOT "~ ALITTLE PRETTY VERY
IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT IMPORTANT
‘a4 Haveat least one conference with . '
. aparent of cach student. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
b. Include students in conferences. . : )
with parents. . NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
.c. Attend evening mectihgs and
performances of students at -
school. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
d. Contact parents when their child- ) ' -
has problems or failures. ~NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP' ° VERY IMP
¢. Inform parents when their Md ‘ -
does something well or improves. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
£ Involve parents as volunteers. NOT IMP LITTLEIMP ©  PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
g Inform pamits of the skills i , .
required to pass his/her class. .NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
h. Inform parents how students - N
" carn report card grades in , . .
his/her class. - NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP "VERY IMP
i. Provide ideas to help parents
talk with their child about what '
they learn in class. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
j. Provide specific activities that
parents can do to help students -
improve their grades. NOT IMP "LITTLE IMP ~ PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
k. Assign homework that requires
students to talk with someone - o . )
at home. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
1. Work with other teachers to
develop parent involvement ( e ~
activities and materials. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP - VERY IMP
m. Work on school policy committees ) ,
with parents. -NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
" n. Request information from parents
about their child's talents,
interests, or nceds. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP
0. Work with businesses for volunteers,
-donations, or other resources to . : .
improve programs for students. NOT IMP LITTLE IMP PRETTY IMP VERY IMP



Q-4:

MET IN THESE WAYS THIS YEAR

a. Letter or memo NA 0%
b. Telephone NA 0%
¢. Meeting at school NA 0%
d. Scheduled parent-teacher conference NA 0%
e. Home visit NA 0%
f. Meeting in the community NA 0%
g. Report card pick-up NA 0%
h. Performances, sports, or other events NA 0%

Q-5.

5%
5%
5%
5%

5%
5%

5%
5%

10%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%

25% .

25%
25%
25%
25%
25%
25%
25%

50% 75%
50%  75%
50% 75%
50% 75%
50%  75%
50% 75%
50%  75%
50%  75%

'90%

SCHOOL DISTRICT S CONTACT THEIR STUDENTS' FAMILIES IN DIFFERENT WAYS. PLEASE
ESTIMATE THE PERCENT OF YOUR STUDENTS' FAMILIES YOUR TEACHERS CONTACTED OR

90% ALL
90% ALL
90% ALL
90% ALL
ALL
90% ALL
90% ALL
90% ALL

THIS QUESTION ASKS FOR YOUR OPINIONS ABOUT ACT IVITIES THAT YOU THINK SHOULD BE

CONDUCTED BY IHE.BARENIS.QF_S.'U.H!EEISJH_YDJIBDISIBICL CIBCLE_IHE_CHQKI THAT

ANC]

_ BEST DESCRIBES

PARENTS' RESPONSIBILITIES

a. Set up a quiet place and time for
- studying at home.

b.  Know what thelr child is expected
to lcam cacht year.

.. € Check regularly that homework is

done.

d  Talk with their child at home about
what they are learning in class.

o

Encourage child to participate in class.

£ Askteachers for specific ideas on how

to talk with their child about homework.

g Talk to teachers about problems their
' child is facing at home. '

h.  Attend assemblies and other specxal
events at the school ,

of school. .

J.  Monitor their child's progress and needs
in each subject. .

k. Help their child balance homework,
home chores, and outside activities.

. Volunteer to help the school.

m. Join a parent organization or school
~ committee.

n.  Encourage their child to participate
in community activities. <
Help their child plan for future work
or schooling.

. ©

Talk to their child about the unportance _

NOT

IMPORTANT

~

NOT IMP

NOT IMP

NOT IMP

"NOT IMP
- NOT IMP

NOTIMP

NOT IMP

NOTIMP -

NOT IMP

' NOT IMP

NOT IMP
NOT IMP
NOT IMP

NOT IMP

NOT IMP

IMPORTANT

ALITTLE

~ LITTLE IMP

-

LITTLE IMP

' LITTLE IMP

LITTLE IMP

" LITTLE IMP

_LITTLE IMP

LITTLE IMP

)

LITTLE IMP

LITTLE IMP

LITTLE IMP

LITTLE IMP

LITTLE IMP

LITTLE IMP .

LITTLE IMP

LITTLE IMP
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PRETTY,
IMPORTANT

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

. \
PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP
PRETTY IMP
PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP-
PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP
PRETTY IMP

PRETTY IMP

VERY

IMPORTANT

VERY IMP

" VERY IMP

VERY IMP

VERY IMP
“VERY IMP

VERY IMP
VERY IMP
VERY IMP
VERY IMP
VERY IMP

VERY IMP
VERY IMP

VERY IMP .
VERY IMP

VERYIMP




Q6. ESTIMATE THE PERCENT OF FAMILIES IN YOUR DISTRICT WHO DID THE FOLLOWING THIS YEAR

a. Supervise their child's behavior

b. Attend parent-teacher conferences

c. Attend sports or music cvents or other assemblies -

d. Talk to their children regularly about classwork.

e. Joined the PTA/PTO/PTSA/booster clubs and attend

meetings regularly

their families

YOUR SCHOOL.

How much support does each give
now to parent involvement?

. a. You, personally
- b. Teachers
c. Principals -

d. Other administrators

e Counselors :

f. Parcnts

g - The community

h (Other) School board members '

i. The superintendent (if you are a school
board member)

.

- f. Know and use services in the commumty to assist .

STRONG -

SUPPORT

STRONG
" STRONG
STRONG,
STRONG
STRONG
smdrjc
STRONG
STRONG

STRONG

0%
0%
0%
0%

0%

0%

5%
5%
5%

S% -

5%

5%

10% 25%.
10% 25%
10% 25%
10% 25%

C10%  25%

10% 25%

‘SOME

. SUPPORT

SOME

. SOME

SOME

SOME
SOME
SOME

SOME

~

SOME

'SOME

50% 75%
50% 75%
50% 75%

50% 75%

50% 75%

50% 75%

WEAK
SUPPORT

WEAK
WEAK
WEAK
_WEAK -
WEAK
WEAK
WEAK
WEAK

WEAK

90% 100%
90% 100%
90% 100%

90% 100% -

90% 100%

90% 100%

Q-7. THE NEXT QUESTION ASKS HOW YOU PERCEIVE OTHERS' SUPPORT OF PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN
PLEASE CIRCLE ONE CHOICE FOR EACH.

NO
SUPPORT

NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO

" NO

NO

Q-8. HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THIS DISTRICT'S COMMUNITY ISSUES? CIRCLE ONE ON EACH LINE.

a. Unemployment
b. Crime

c. Drug use

_d. Teen gangs

e. Homelessness

f. Teen parenthood

g. Mobility of families

major problem
majgr problem

major problem

' major problem

major problem

major problcm.

major problem

1

i0

minor problem

minor problem

minor problem

minor problem

" minor problem

minor problem

minor problem

not a problem

~ not a problem
not a problem -

not a problem -

not a problem
- not a problem

not a problem



Q-9. THE LAST QUESTIONS ASK FOR GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT. YOU, YOUR STUDENTS, AND YOUR
DISTRICT. THIS WILL HELP IDENTIFY HOW NEW PRACTICES CAN BE DEVELOPED TO MEET THE
DIVERSE NEEDS OF SCHOOL, TEACHERS, STUDENTS AND FAMILIES. .

A. Your position: . Superintendent ___Principal -~ “Assistant Superintedent ____ Other(specific)

B. Do you supervise any extra-curricular activities?
___No
Yes (which ones)

‘C. About how many hours each week, on average, do you spend contacting parents and other commumty members?
— Llessthanonehour __ Onehowr ___ Two hours ____ Three or more hours

D. About what percent of your students are:

! % African American

% Asian American
% Hispanic American

% Native Amencan

% White-

% Other

100%

-
N

E. About how many of your students are in (circle the esumate that comes closest): :
% Special Education 0% 10% 20% 30-50% . 60-80% + 90-100%

—___%Bilingual/ESL 0% 10% - 20% 30-50% - 60-80% 90-100%

—___% Honors, AP, or Gifted 0% . 10% - 20% 30-50% - . 60-80% 90-100%

% Atrisk of not graduating 0% 10% .. 20% " 30-50% 60-80% 90-100%
b % Free or reduced lunch 0% 10% . 20% 30-50% 60-80% 90-100%
F. About what percent of your students are: G. About what percent of your students:

% Above average in achievement — % Promptly deliver memos or notices

% Average in achievement . home from the school .

% Below Average in achievement . —- % Complete al] their homework on time

H. What is the size of your school district according to the Montana. ngh School Association classification?
— ClassAA __ ClassA __ ClassB . ClassC - Elementary District only

L. What is your experience? ' J. What is your gender?
"~ —_Total years in administration " ___Male
—_ Yearsinthis school districtas an _ ___ Female
admunistrator
K. What is your highest level of education? A L. Have you had training in working with parents?
Bachelor's . No
__Bachelor's+ credits _ Yes (If yes, where)
—__ Master's ' College preparatory
Master's + credlts Workshops/Conferences
Doctorate Other (specify) ’
Other (Describe)
M. How do you describe yourself?
© ____ African American
—____ Asian American
‘Hispanic American
— Native American '
thte :
—____ Other (Describe)




T
-

WE WOULD VALUE YOUR IDEAS ON THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IF YOU CAN TAKE A FEW MORE
MINUTES TO HELP.

a. What is the most successful practice to involve parents that you have used or that you have heard about?

b. In what ways could better partnerships with families help you as an adminisn'ator/policymaker?

R

¢. In what wﬁys could better partnerships with the community help you as an administrgtor/pqlicymakcr?

~ .

<

d. To strtngthcn home-school partnerships, what &o schools need to know about students' families that you do not know now?

-

e. What pbstables do you see in building stronger links between families and schools at your school?

Lo ‘

f. Do you pave any other ideas or suggestions that you would like to add? (Feel free to add other pages with your comments.) |
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APPENDIX C

" ADDITIONAL DATA ON RESPONDENT GROUPS



PARENTS

. Table 8: Income Level, Parents

Income Level

-

Elementary/Middle

School Parents,

High School Parents,
Children Ages 14-18

Less than $13,000

‘Children Ages 5.13

'| School Parents, -

Children Ages 5-13

b 12.3% 10.0%
$13,000 - 25,000 22.5% . 17.8%
$25,001 - 35,000 24.0% 25.6%
$35,001 - 50,000. 20.2% 26.7%
More than $50,000 - - 16.4% . 17.8%
No Response ‘ - 47% 1.8%

" Table 9: Educatioﬁ Level, Parents .

Education Level - | Elementary/Middle High School Parents, -

Children Ages 14-18- -

No High School Diploma

2.1%

3.3%

or Equivalent

High School Diploma - B -

or Equivalent 13.7% 13.3%.

Some College “36.3%. 26.7% - .
College Degree . 353% 4.0%
Advanced Degree 11.4% 16.7%

No Respoﬁse 1% 0%




Table 10: School District Size in Which Teachers Employed

TEACHERS

District Size

Elementary/Middle School
Teachers, G:jades K-8 -

High School Teachers, . ||
Grades 9-12 --

“ Elementary K-8 Only

Note: AA are the largest districts in the state.

~

Table 11; Level of Education, Teachers

B - AA 328% 3947 - |

IR A 26.4% 14.9%

- B 11.9% 19.1% _

1 < 11.1% 266% |
14.5% 0%

—

[Level of Education -

Elementary/Middle School

High School Teachers, :

.| Teachers, Grades K-8 Grades 9-12 .

Baehelors Degree 3.8% 4.3% "
Bachelors Plus 62.5% 48.9% |
Masters Degree 3.8% 4.3% "
Masters Degree Plus - - 234% 41.5%

{ Specialist Degree 43% 0%
Doctorate 0.5%. 0%
Other e 1.3% 1.1%

P

Table 12: Years of Experience as a-Cl_assreom Teacher_

rYears of Experience Elementary/Middle School | High School Teachers, "
_ Teachers, Grade K-8 Grades 9-12
0-5years ' 20.0% 17.0%
. 6 - 10 years 17.0% . 20.2%
11 - 15 years . 14.0% 6.4%
Over 15 years T 49.0% 56.4%




SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS AND BOARD MEMBERS

-

Table 13: School District Size in Which Administrator Employed

Position 1. AA A B C K8 |
Elementary/Middle | )
School Principals, - ' _ - . -
“'Grade K-8 23.2% 21.4% 12.5% ~19.6% 23.2%
High School ' &
Principals, Grades - ] S ; R
912 ... - 16.1% 16.1% 29.0% 38.7% 0%
Superintendents - 13.2%" 79% | 15.8% 60.5% | 0% :
1 Board Members 0% 7.7% 0% 15.4% 76.9% " .
Table 14: Level of Education, School Administrators
Level of _Educatio; Elementary/ "High School - T Superintendents’_ School Board
) ' . Middle School Principals, : Members
Principals, Grades 9-12
Grades K-8 ' )
Baqhelors 0% 0% 0% 53.8%
|| Bachelors Plus . 0% 0% 0% . 0%
Masters 1.8% - 22.6% 13.2% 0%
- || Masters Plus . - 87.5% ‘711.0% - MN1% 0%
|| Speciatist 1.1% 0% 0% 0%
Doctorate 3.6% . 6.5% 13.2% 0%
Other 0% 0% . 2.6% 46.2% -




Table 15: Years of Experience as a School Administrator/Board Member

B Position - 0-5 6-10 -~ | 11-15 | Overls.
‘ - Years . Years - - Years " Years
' Elementary/Middle ' - i
School Principals, : _ )
Grades K-8 ' 35.7% 286% - 12.5% - 232%
High School - o 1 ) - ' .
|| Principals, Grades.9-. < - . .
2 _ 355% 29.0% | 97% 25.8%
Superintendents 105% | 184% 263% | 447%
Board Members - 23.1% . 462% | - 154% 15.4%-

1y .
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Table 16: Hi;w Elementary/Middle School Parents Are Involved at Home or at School

Note: The first number is the frequen

- N

cy; the second is the percent.

.", ' Never 1-2 Times A Few Times Many Times
A. Talk té.my child about _ ) .
school i _ 0/0 . U3 1029 327/95.6
B. Visit my child’s '
classroom ] 29/85 87/25.4 - 159/46.5 61/17.8

IC. Read to -my child _ 41/12.0- 38/11.1 951278 '164/48.0
' " D. Listen to.my child read 2058 43126 102/29.8° 171/50

"|| E- Listen to a story my child : . . - '

|| wrote ‘ ) : ©.21/6.1 ! 46/13.5 124/363 144/42.1-
F. Help my child with . ) : S
homework 823 21/6.1 95/27.8 214/62.6

] §

G. Practice spelling or other’ . . : .
skills before a test 15/4.4 28/8.2 73213 221/64.6

H. Talk with my child about : _ :
a T.V. show . i 1”0 3119.1 127/37.1 172/503

L. Help my child plan time- ' , - . :

for homework and chores 823 . 11/3.2 85/24.9 - 234/684

J. Talk with my child’s . a

teacher at school T 12135 76/22.2 147/43.0 103/30.1

K. Talk to my child’s teacher '

|l on the phone - 134/39.2 90/26.3- 83/243 13088
L. Go to PTA/PTO meetings 217/635 58/17.0 371108 25713
M. Check to see that my

child has done his/her : :
homework : 13738 19/5.6 49/143 . 256/74.9
N. Volunteer at a school or : _

" in my child’s classroom 123/36.0 73213. 78/22.8 63/1'8.4
0.Goto spécial events at
school : : 6/1.8 40/11.7 977284 195/57.0

i .

P. Take my child to a libraty .39/11.4 59/17.3 114/33.3 126/36.8
Q. Take my child to special .

places or events in the : p

community 4/1.2 27179 1217354 186/54.4
R. Tell my child how » _
important school is - : /3 412 26/1.6 /307/89.8
— — —  _ _  —— —— —————— =



Table 17: How High School Parents Are Cﬁri'ently -Ini'ol\_'ed at Home

_ Never 1.2 Times Monthly Weekly . Every Day
A. Talk to my teen about . :
school : 0/0 222 - 333 19/21.1 66/73.3
B. Listen to my teen.read
.|l something that he/she - o .
wrote N 8. 23/25.6 - 25/27.8 28/31.1 6/6.7
C. Talk about a hon;ework A , :
assignment - ¢ 00 . . 13/14.4. - 9/10.0 29/32.2 139/43.3
D. Help my teen with , : T ‘
homework 7.8 20/22.2 227244 . 27/30.0 14/15.6
E. Discuss grades on tests -t A
and schoolwork /1.1 5/5.6 16/17.8 36/40.0 31/34.4
F. Check that my teen - A ! R R
goes to school -1 26/28.9- '4/4.4 333 6/6.7 - 51/56.7
G. Talk about a T.V. show B} . o
with my teen — - 333 13/14.4 21/23.3 - 42/46.7 11/12:2
H. Help my teen solve a - _ . o
personal problem | ma 10/11.1 33/36.7 " 33/36.7 13/14.4
L Help my teen .plan time .
for homework, chores and ’ _
other responsibilities . 6/6.7 5/5.6 12/13.3 41/45.6 - 26/28.9 -
J. Talk with my teen about | - : . S
next year’s courses 4/4.4 48/53.3° 27/30.0 515.6 5/56 .
J| K. Talk with m-y teen
about future plans for S . : o .
|| college or work /1.1 17/18.9 - 47/52.2 . 22244 333
L. Tell my teen how ) , '
important school is - 333 110111 17/18.9 39/433 21/23.3
IM. Attend a commun'ity o . : -
event with my teen 222 31344 - 37/41.1 . 18/20.0 _ - 222 -
Note: The first number is the ffequency; the second is the percent.
. 120 _ .




‘Table 18: How High School Parents Are Currently Involved at School

~

121

| ~ Note: The ﬁth’t number Ais the frequericy; the second is the percent.

— —— “=
] - Never ~ | 1-2 Times A Few Times | Many Times
A. Go to a high school . - o ‘
PTA/PTO meeting 65/72.2 - 889 . 8 5/5.6
B. Help with fund raising . o _
for the high school . 33736.7. 24/26.7 19/21.1 14/15.6
C. Attend open house or - 4 o ’ o '
| back-to-school night 10/11.1 41/45.6 11122 2730.0
fiD. Attend a parent- : o S
teacher.conference - 28/31.1 227244 10/11.1 307333 '
E. Work as a volunteer at e A ) : , ]I -
the high school 53/58.9 15/16.7 . 12133 N R (/D B
| F. Attend a committee : . ' _ -
|| meeting at this school ~ 50/55.6° 16/17.8 . - 13/14.4 ~i1/12.2 i
G. Give the school ' - '
information about special . - -
circumstances at home 28/31.1 21/233 ' 297323 - 12133
H. Thank someone at ' ’ _
school for something . C o
|| he/she did for my teen - 11/12.2 221244 - 41/45.6 - 16/17.8
Il 1. Attend a high school - \ '
sports event, play, concert, . , .
or other student : N : .
performance 5/5.6 10/11.1 . 18200 | . 57/633
e - R

PR




. APPENDIX E : :
DATA RELATED TO HOW PARENTS WOULD LIKE
TO BE INVOLVED
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Table 19: How Elementary/Mnddle School Parents Would Like to Be Involved

oes Not | [ Could Do Better _ Does Well

A. Help me understand my : -
child’s stage of development _ 43/12.6 146/42.7 149/43.6
B. Tell me how my child is doing - v }
in school 823 1147333 217/635

[ C-"Tell me what skills my child : T
needs to learn each year 51/149 170/49.7 114/33.3 i
D. Have a parent-teacher: L
conference with me 6/1.8 73/21.3 259/75.7
E. Explain how to check my .
child’s homework 125/36.5 118/34.5 "92/26.9 .

|| F. Send home news about things - .
happening in school : 18/5.3 81/23.7 "239/69.9
G. Give me mformatxon about _
how report mrd grades are . _ ,

-} earned 56/16.4 1117325 170/49.7
H. Assxgn homework that -
requires my child to talk with me oo
about things learned in class 98/28.7 132/38.6 107/31.3
I. Send home clear notices that I : . .
can read easily 22/6.4 48/14.0 269/78.7
J. Contact me if my child is : :
having problems 30/8.8 105307 -193/56.4
K. Invite me to programs at the -
school 6/1.8 i . 53/155 279/81.6
L. Contact me 1f my child does . S
something well : 98/28.7 -120/35.1 ‘114/33.3
M. Ask me to volunteer at the . ' ) .
school 88/25.7 737213 176/51.5
N. Invite me to PTA/PTO ‘ : :
meetings ‘ '80/23.4 80/23.4 174/50.9
O. Ask me to help with fund . . :
raising ' -103/30.1 58/17.0 . 175/51.2
P. Include parents on school

.|| committees such as curriculuni;

{ budgets, and school -
improvements 111/32.5 103/30.1. '117/34.2

{ Q. Provide information on
community services that I may — - ‘
want to use 96/28.1 .. 110/32.2 128/37.4

Noteé: The first number is the frequency;_the’ second is the percent.
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-Table 20: How High School Parents Would Like to Be Involved”

Not Important School Should School Could School Does
— : Start Do Better Very Well
A. Help me undémand teen problems i - 3
and development . 8/8.9 17/18.9 48/533 16/17.8
'B. Help me help my teen become -
independent ang self confident 6/6.7 ’ 15/16.7 45/50.0 22244
C. Giye me information on how my teen
may qualify for scholarships or Ioans for ) ] - : -
college 333 18200 49/54.4 18200
D. Provide me with information about .
school programs my teen can choose : : :
' 222 13/144 43/478 32/35.6

E. Give me information-about how report S
card grades are earned 1.8 : 10/11.1 36/40.0 36/40.0

1| F. Include my teen in.a _parent-teacher- oo
student conference 19211 31344 19/21.1 207222
G. Contact me if my teen is having : .
problems 333 11/122 307333 45/50.0
H. Contact me if my teen does somethmg - i
well or improves 222 217233 35/38.9 317344
L. Give information on courses required

-|| for graduation from high school 222 8/8.9 28/31.1 52/57.8
J. Provide information on how to help my : -
teen plan for college or for work 4/44 20222 40/44.4 26/28.9
K Ask me to volunteer at school 1921.1 21233 251218 24/26.7
L. Provide ideas on how I could keep _ :
track of my teen’s homework I 22244 24126.7 26/289 . 17/18.9
M. Provide ideas on how to help'my teen . )
at home on skills in specific subjects 14/15.6 © 27300 35/38.9 12/133
N: Give information on what my teen is - -
required to learn to pass each subject 14/15.6 20222 39/433 17/18.9
O. Assign homework that requires my - -
teen 1o share ideas and talk with me 17/18.9 201222 33/36.7 - . 20222
P. Invite me to PTA/PTO meetings 25218 26/28.9 150167 1921.1
Q. Include parents on school committees
such as budgets, curriculum, and school
‘improvement 14/15.6 207222 28/31.1 27300
R. Provide information about community
services to assist my teen and family 13/144 23256 36/40.0 -16/17.8

BEST COPY AVAILABLE.
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Note: The first number is the frequency; the second is the’ percent.




- . APPENDIX F - S .
'DATA RELATED TO HOW ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL
- 'TEACHERS INVOLVE PARENTS
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- Table 21: How Elementary/Middle School Teachers Contact Parents

NA - 0% 5% 10% . 25% 50% 5% 0% ALL

A. Letter or memo : :
home 219 10/43 12/5.1 14/6.0 21789 14/6.0 10/43 21/8.9 127/54.0
B. Telephone 313 SR1 2189 32/13.6 59251 | 311157 | 29/123 19/8.1 26/11.1 .
C. Meetini at school 313 1/4 2189 " 30/12.8 34/145 30/12.8 21/8.9 26/11.1 64272
D. Scheduled parent- - . .
teacher conference 13/55 834 16/6.8 10/43 15/6.4 16/6.8 16/6.8 -| 41174 96/40.9
E. Home Visit 149209 | 145/61.7 20/8.5 6/2.6 sra nas3 1/4 00 oo
F. Meeting in the : ; ’ - -
community "2294 | 51217 47200 30/12.8 29/123 24/102 171712 62.6 _u9
G. Report card pick- . ~.

N up 817345 73/31.1 16/6.8 6/2.6 a7 Sra sra 834 28119
H. Performances, N
sports, or other R
events 12/5.1 20/8.5 29/123 29/123 27115 41174 29/123 30128 10143 |-

-

Note: The first number is the ffequency; the second is the percent.

'

L
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Table 22: How Elementary/Middle School Teachers Involve Parents as Classroom Volunteers

A. Use classroom volunteers . 175/74.5 "

B. Listen to children read aloud C 71328 ]I

C. Read to the children . 60/25.5 "

D. Grade papers ] 33/14.0 B

E. Tutor children i_n spegific skills 79/33.6

F. Help on trips or at parties - 130/55.3

G. Give talks -~ 102/43.4.

H. Other ways ) 58247 » u

“Note: The first number is the frequelic;y; the second is ;he percent.

I3

“Table 23: How Elémentary/Middle School Teachers Involve Volunteers in the School

—

.Nofe: The first number is the frequency; the second is the percent.
i _ N :

BE_Sf COPY AVAILABLE

12

)

T;. Used in the school, now 204/86.8 -
B. Monitor halls, cafeteria, or other areas i 1,8/7.7\ _
C. Work in the library, computer lab, or other area " 110/46.8 - "
D. Teach mini-courses ) 60/25.5
.|| E- Teach enrichment or other lessons . ~ 80/34.0
F. Lead clubs or activities 93/39.6;
G. Check attendance i nas3
H. Work in "parent room" - 24/10.2~
1. Other ways; 67/28.5




’
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Table 24: Importance of Conducting Parent Involvement Activities-Elémentary/Middle School Teacheys

|| g

i : \ Not Lmportant A Little Important |~ Pretty Important Very Important
A. Have a conference with each of my
students’ parents at least once a year 10/43 “13.0 29/12.3 185/78.7
B. Attend evening meetings, -
performances, and workshops at school 834 59125.1 - 106/45.1 57243
:C: Contact parents about their chnldren s, - .
problems or fmlures 1/4 - 626 - . 59725.1 1657102
D. Inform parents when their children do i ' , . .
something will or improve - o0 5.1 71/302 - 155/66.0
E. Involve some parents as volunteers in - :
my classroom 26/11.1 66/28.1 70/29.8- 68/28.9
F. Inform parents of the skills their - - »
children must pass in each subject I teach 15/6.4 27115 85/362 103/43.8 -.
G. Inform parents how report card grades R . . : )
are earned in my class . 730 2398 79/33.6 116/494
H. Provide specific activities for children N
and parents to do to unprove students’ .- . :
grades - - .130 - 36/153 103/43.8 83353 «
1. Provide ideas for discussing TV shows 67/285 89/37.9 - 57/24:1 15/6.4

" J. Assign homework that requires : -
children to interact with parents 19/18.1 65/21.7 T -106/45.1 36/153
K Suggest ways 1o practice spelling or .
other skills at home before a test 15/6.4 34/145 111/472 66128.1
L. Ask: parenls to listen to their child . . A L
read 15/64 - 2085 36/155 159/61.7
M. "Ask-parents 1o listen to a story or :
paragraph that their children write - 1817 13/55 52/22.1 " 147/62.6
'N. Work with other teachers to develop
parent involvement activities and
materials 1817 - 44/18.7 _114/485 53/22.6
Q. Work with community members_to ' . ‘
arrange learning opportunities in my class 24/102 57243 110/46.8 3118.7
P. Work with area biisinesses for _
volunteers to improve programs for my .
students  _ . " 27118 66/28.1 - 98/41.7 ’ - 35/149
Q. Request information from parents on . ) N -
their children’s talents, interests, or-needs 1043 43/183 " 85/362 91/38.7
R. ServeonaPTA/l’I’Oorothenchool : -
committee 42n19 73/31.1 89/37.9 26/11.1

- Note: The first number is the frequency; the second is the percent. g
N -
7/ -

Q

'ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Table 25: How High School Teachers Currently Involve Parents

" . ) Not Important | A Little Important Pretty Important’ Very Important
- A. Have at least one conference with a parent _
of each of my studeats 332 . 20213 . 39/41.5 30319
" B. Include students in conferences with parents 6/6.4 25/26.6 34362 - 29/30.9

- C. Attend evening meetings and performances
of my students at schoot - 443 19202 52/55.3 ) 1¥19.1

D. Contact parents when their teen has . . -
problems or failures ) : Vi1 ) - 2 36383 . WS4

E.lnbfnpuenuwhatheirwendoa : - ) . : -
something well or improves . ' -l T 664 . 377394 ’ 49/521
1l F. 1avolve parents as volunteers S V7, T L2 ] 37394 177181 “
G. lnform pareats of the skills required to pass - i
my class ; ’ 1.1 202213 40/42.6 32340
H. lnform parents how nﬁdent; eam report ' . l
card grades in-my class " 00 15/16.0 B v777 & A 36383 ’
* LMeidmlobelppamutalkudththdr_' ' - ' ) :
_ teen about what they learn in my class 664 - : 29/30.9 367383 T 20213
3. Provide specific activities that pareats can do o -
to help students improve their grades C 5/53 32340 347362 Tov23
K. Assign homework that requires students to . '
ulk with someone at home - 9 30519 wes 12128 1
L. Work with other teachers to develop parent | .
involvement activities and materials 1117 323340 33351 17181
M. Work on school policy committees with ]
parents - 10/10.6 /B4 43/45.7 1819.1

N. Request ‘information from parents about ' C ' T
their teen’s talents, interests, or needs - 664 . 3351 - 3335.1 21223 .

O. Work with businesses for volunteers,
donations, or other resources to improve ’
programs for my students . 6/6.4 ’ 2y23 . 47/5%0 19202

- Note: The first number is the frequency; the second is the percent. i '
BEST COPY AVAILABLE )
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Table 26: How High School Teachers Contact Families
" .  NIA % | s% 10% | 25% 0% 75% 90% | .ALL

A. Letter or memo 5/53 12/12.8 11/11.7 13/13.8 13/13.8 - | 11/11.7 6/64 9/9.6

12/12.8
B. Telephone : B2 553 | 2898 | 15160 | 19202 | 13138 | ss53 .| 114
C. Meeting at school a1 | 443 | 19202 | 15160 | 2345 | 12128 | 8ms 6/6.4
D. Scheduled parent- . 1 )
|l reacher conference ° ums | 443 | 13138 | 127128 | 16170 | 13138 | s8ms 6/6.4
E. Home visit - 18/19.1 | s6/596 | ome 4/43 00 111 1. | 1
F. Mecting in the . - .
comimunity 107106 | 147149 | 15160 | 15160 | 16170 | um7 | 553 1.1
G. Report card pick-up 2617 | 341362 | 4443 111 - | 553 4/43 111 8/8.5 -
H. Performances, sportsor |~ ) -
other events - | 221 |-e664 | 181 | 114 | 19202 | 17181 | 12128 | 664
— — ——

Note: The first number is the fréquency; the second is the percent. .

- ~

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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_Table 27: How Elementary/Middle School Principals Contact Parents

‘-

NA 0% 5% - 10% 25% 50%. 75% 90% ALL
A Letier or memo ns o s | s | eno7 | ana | a1 | apa | 31554
B. Telephone - 00 00 6/10.7 9/161 | 15268 15/26.8 354 . 411 471.1
C. cht_ing at school . 0o 0P 8/14.8 m25 14250 11/19.6 5/8.9 6/10.7 4.1

|| D. Scheduled parent- ) . C
teacher conference 1/18 1/1.8 5/89 354 12214 354 236 14250 12214
E. Home visit 118 | 22593 | 261464 |25 om | .om op 0P oo |
F. 'Meeting in the . .
community 354 -6/10.7 14250 12214 | 101179 411 1ns .| 354 2/3.6
G. Report card pick-up 14250 | 12214 | 5B 5/8.9 589 2136 236 |. 354 6/10.7
H. Performances, sports, ) - L . : -
or other events 11.8 00 m25 | 4111 ~ 9/16.1 9/16.1 9/16.1 12214° 4.1
e — —

By
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“Table 28: How Parents are Involved as Classroom Volunteers-Elementary/Middle School Principals

|-

II !

A. We do use classroom volunteers - 53/94.6

B. Listen to children read aloud 43/76.8 "
C. Read to the children 43/76.8

D. Grade papérs 18/32.1 .

E. Tutor children in specific skills ™ - 36/64.3

F. Help on trips or at part_ie.s 51M/1.1

G. Give talks 46/82.1

H. Other ways ) 11/19.6 -

1

Note: The first number is the _l'reqﬁen'cy; the second is the percent.

Table 29: How Parents are Involved as School Voluiitéers-ElementalyIMiddle School Principals.

I. Other ways -

A. Are used in the school now Il 50/89.3
B. Monitor halls, cafeteria, or other ‘areas 11/19.6
| C. Work in the library, comi;uter lab, or-other area 32571
D. Teach mini-courses R . 24/429
E. Teach enrichment or other lessons 26/46.4 1
F. Lead clubs or activities | | 130/53.6 ‘ Il
G. Check attendance 1/1.8 "
H. Work in "parent room” 10/17.9
13/23.2 |

Note: The first number is the frequency; the second is the percent.

¢
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Table 30: How High School Principals Contact Parents :

_ N/A 0% 5% 10% 25% 50% 75% 90% ALL "
A. Letter or memo 0P 00 132 | enoa | 387 | snea | 132 | snea | 26 "
B. Telephone oo - 00 00 snea1 | 6194 | 8258 .| 6n94 n7 00
- It C. Meeting at school 00 132 | 132 3m7 8258 | 1226 | 4n29 2/6.5 132
D. Scheduled parent- _ _ :
teacher conference 00 oo .| 265 3n.7 4129 |.10323 | 6n94 2S5 | 152
E- Home visit 132 9290 | 10323 | 4129 132 [ 132 | op 00
"Il F. Mecting in the : ' -
{| community ' 132 |- 387 5161 | 5161 | 6194 00 7 | 132 132
G. Report card pick-up - kT % 37 4129 2665 . | 265 3p7 5n61 | 132 | 265
H. Perfom;anws, sports, -
or other events R oo on - 00 132 6/194 8/25.8 6/194 - | 3N16.1 2/65
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Table 31: What Elementa'ry/Middle School Teachers Would Like Schools to Do to Involve Parents

Note: The ﬂ-rst number is the frequency; the second is the percent.

-~

"™
O.
o
—qA
Q
NeoN
v
<
- E
=
=
g,
-m

————— ——— -
Not Important _ Needs to be Noods (0 be Strong Program
X = Devaloped Improved

A. Workshops for parents to build skills in N

parenting and understanding their children at

each grade level \ 938 - 146/62.1 68/28.9 834

B. Workshops for parents on creating bome N . : B
conditions for learning 4251 - 1797762 39116.6 ns

C. Communications from the school to the

bome that all familief can"understand and ) : . C

use . : Va4 28/11.9 126/53.6 C 78332

D. Communications sbout report cards so

that parents understand students’ progress

and needs. 29 291123 110/46.8 91387

It -

E. Parent-teacher conferences with all : . i
families . . T 417 L73} 63228.9 157/66.8

F. Surveying parents each year for their ideas » < .-

about the school 17772 102/43.4 ) 83/353 3

‘G. \‘lolu.nleen in classrooms to assist teachers ) :

and students 187.7 66/28.1 112477 36153

H. Volunteers o help in other (non- ) . . .

classroom) parts of the school . 1251 893379 107/45.5 288

1| 1. Information on how to monitor lomework &34 133/56.6 80/340 834 il

J. Information for 'parenu on how to heip

their children With specic skills and subjects s21 140/59.6 g - " 626

K. Involvement by families in PTA/PTO - .
leadership, other committees or other - .

decision-making roles ' 12/5.1 78/332 115/48.9 25/10.6

L. Programs for after-school activities, . : . .

recreation and homework hélp : 24/102 117/49.8 73311 1877 .
e — # ]



Table 32: How Elementary/Mlddle School Teachers Would Like Parents to Be Involved

Not Important A Little Important Pretty lmporunl Very Important
_ A. Send children to school ready to -
learn . 1/.4 219 2398 207/88.1
B. Teach. children to behave well 1/4 174 28/11.9 203/864
C. Set up a quiet place and time for _
studying at home 2/9 n3 42/179 186/79.1
D. Encourage children to volunteer in : ’
class - .~ ns3 29/123 96/40.9 105/44.7
E. Know what children are expected 10 . - . Co
learn each year : 1/4 - 12/5.1 887374 132/56.2
F. Check daily that homework is done” _ 219 181.7 787332 132/562
G Talk to children about what. they are o - - o _
) learning in school . - 00 n3 45/19.1 185/78.7 :
H. Ask teachers for specific ideas on N :
how to help their children at home wnh ) .
classwork - 0/0 834 94/40.0 131/55.7 T
A :
1. Talk to teachers about problems the , : - . - '
children are facing at home on 10/43 80/34.0 143/60.9
J. Attend PTA/PTO meetings . 938 66/28.1 " 108/46.0 anos |
K. Serve as a volunteer in the school or . ) ’
classroom _ 16/6.8 " 85362 98/41.7 34/145
L. Attend assemblies and other special ' - i
events at the school 521 30/12.8 ‘ 103/43.8 95/40.4
) 4.
M. Take children to special places or . . C .
events in the community - 2/9 16/6.8 s 117/49.8 - 98/41.7
N. Talk to children about the o .
importance of school 1/4 4an.7 2398 205/872

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Note: The first number is the frequency; the second is the percent.




Table 33: What High School Teachers Would Like Schools to Do to Involve Parents

Not Important

Needs To Be
Developed

Needs To Be
Improved

Strong
Program

A. Information to parents on
parenting skills and adolescent
development :

14/14.9

-

56/59.6

19/20.2

443

B. Surveys of parents each year

. " on their ideas about school

4

10/10.6

56/59.6

25/26.6

221 "

C. Commuiiications from the
school to the home that all
families can understand and use

1920.2 -

53/56.4

18/19.1. " .

D. Communications about report
cards so that parents understand
their teen’s progress and needs

332

8/85

48/51.1

34/36.2 l’ )

E. Parent-teacher conferences
with all-families

99.6 -

23,245

41/43.6

19/20.2

F. Parent and other volunteers at
the school

9.96

44/46.8

33/35.1

6/6.4

G. Information to assist parents
to monitor their teen’s
homework

4/4.3-

' 56/59.6

25/26.6

8/8.5

H. Information to assist parents -
to talk with their teen about
classwork, skills, and subjects

4.43

69/73.4

17/18.1

32

I. Homework for students that
requires them to talk with
someone at home about theu’ o
class work :

8/85-

52/553

32/34.0

J. Information to parents on how
to help their teen plan for
education or employment beyond
high school -

332

36/38.3

42/44.7

1711 - "

1117

K. Participation by families in
PTA/PTO, other committees,
and decision-making roles

14/14.9

42/44.7

32/34.0

4/4.3

L. Committees involving parents
to review the high school
curriculum

- 18/19.1

" 41/436

217223

13/13.8

M. Committees involving parents
to review school policies

1718.1

3%/39.4

27/28.7

12/12.8

N. Business and community
partnerships to enrich school

programs

B2

43/45.7

- 33351

Note: The first number is the fréquency; the second is the percent.
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Table 34: How High School Téachers Would Like Parents to Be Involved

Not Important A Little Pretty _ Very
- ' Important Important Important
A. Set up a quiet place and . <
- time for studying at home 0/0 7714 -18/19.1 - 69/73.4
B. Know what their teen'is : _ A ‘
expected to learn each year 1/1.1 1.4 35372 51/54.3 "
C. Check regularly that S . o '
| homework is done -~ 1.1 885 31/33.0 53/56.4 -
|l D. Talk with their teen at
home "about what they are : :
learning in class 111.1 22.1  39/415 52/553
E. Encourage teea to . _ - _ _ :
participate in class 171.1 332- 31/33.0 59/62.8
F. Ask teachers for specific
ideas on how to talk with * o
their teen about homework 3732 21/223 47/50.0 23/24.5
G. Talk to teachers about ' -
problems their teen is facing ' " -
home 221 16/17.0 42/44.7 34/36.2
H. Attend assemblies and ‘
other special events at the . .
| school 5/5.3 13/13.8 - 33/35.1 - 43/45.7
I. Talk to their teen about the ' - ) i
importance of school /1.1 332 18/19.1 72/72.6
J. Monitor._their téen’s’ _ -
progress and needs in each : : -
subject . - 111 5/5.3 371394 + 50/53.2-
K. Help their teen balance -
‘homework, home, chores, and g ' : .
outside activities ’ 0/0 B - 26/21.7 65/69.1
L. Volunteer to help the - » :
school’ ) 6/64 - 40/42.6 35/37.2 13/13.8
M. Join a parent organization ‘ .
or school committee ' 5/53 30/31.9 46/48.9 13/13.8
I N. Encourage their teen to '
|l participate in community
activities : 1711.1 14/14.9 44/46.8 35137.2
O. Help their teen plan for : '
future work or-schooling - . 22.1 2/2.1 26/27.2 64/68.1

Noté: The first number is the frequency; the second is the percent.i
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Table 35: What Elementary/Middle School Principals Would Like Schools to Do to Involve Parents

| . Not Important Needs To Be Needs To Be Strong Program
! ) - . - Developed. Improved
A. Workshops for parents to build skills
* in parenting and understanding their _ ) ’
| children at each grade level 236 .- 24/42.9 28/50.0 2/3.6
- .
\ - -
| B. Workshops for parents on creating . R
| e home conditions for learning . 236 . 36/643 - 16286 23.6 -
C. Communications from-the school to | "< ]
the home that all families can understand i - _ .
fland use . - _ . 00 - . o 6/107 26/46.4 - 24/42.9
D. Communications about report cards so ' o
that parents understand students’ : - : ; . :
progress and needs . - oo - T 236 . 31/554 237411 .
E. Parent-teacher conferences with all . -
families ’ - 00 - 1/1.8 12214 43/76.8
F. Surveying parents each year for their : 1. 4 . : _
ideas about the school ’ 2136 - 31/55.4 20/3577 3/54 : )
G. Volunteers'in classrooms to assist ' - - p . '
. teachers and students . : 3/54 . -15/26.8 . 26/46.4 12214
N ) H. Volunteers to help in other (non- : ) ,
’ classroom) parts of the school 6/10.7 ' 13232 29/51.8 8/143
L Information on how to monitor . b . ’
homework - _ 2136 31/55.4 20387 3/54
J. Information for parents on how to help
their children with specific skills and : ! :
subjects . 118 ) 33/58.9 20/35.7 2/36
K. Involvement by families in PTA/PTO '
leadership, other committees,”or other . - .
decision-making roles - 4711 : 14/25.0 33/58.9
L. Programs for after-school activities, .
recreation and homework help - 6/107 24/429 177304

’

Note: The first number is the frequency; the second is the percent.
\
|
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Table 36: How EIementary/Middle School Pfincibals Would Like Parg_nts to Be Involved

Not Importanit A Little Pretty Very Important
Important Important

A. Send children to school ready to _
learn 0/0 11.8 5/8.9 50/89.3
B. Teach children to behave well - 0/0 . 0/0_ 411 52/92.9
C. Set up a quiet place and time for - ) .
studying at home -.00 1/1.8 . 8/14.3 47/839

‘il D. Encourage children to volunteer . . : .
in- class 00 -7 3/54 24/429 29/51.8
E. Know what children are expected ‘ . .
to learnceach year 0/0 . 236 19/33.9 -35/625
F. Checkdaxly that homework'i is ] . ; i -
done _ - 0/0 2/3.6 17/304 37/66.1
| G. Talk to children about what they - B T
are learning in school 0/0 -0/0 10/17.9 - 46/82.1
H. Ask teachers for specific ideas on ) -
how to help their children at home _
with classwork - 0/0 4n1 - 16/28.6 . 36/64.3
L Talk to teachers about problems T :
the children are facing at home _ 0/0 5/8.9 131232 - 38/67.9
J. Attend PTA/PTO meetings " 589 8/143 - | 28/500 L1332
K. Serve as a volunteer in the school _ :
or classroom ) 118 14/25.0 27/48.2 14/25.0 .
L. Attend assemblies and other x . EO
special events at the school 118 9161 25/44.6 21/375..
M. Take children to special places or ) S
events in the community . 0/0 3/54 25/44.6 28/50.0

NI N. Talk to children about the .
importance of school 0/0 . 2/3.6 6/10.7 48/85.7
e = —

Note: The first number is the frequency; the second is the percent.




Table 37: What High School Principals Would Like Schools to Do to Involve Parents

programs

Not Important Needs To Be _Needs To Be Strong Program
Developed Improved ’

A. Information to pérems on :
parenting skills and adolescent 2/65 -
development - : 18/58.1 10/32.3 0/0
B. Surveys of parents each year on
their ideas about the school 2/6.5 19/61.3 8/25.8 1/3.2
C. Communications from the school
to the home that all families can : . )
understand and use ' 0/0 ~5/16.1 17/54.8 9/29.0
D. Communications about report -~
cards so that parents understand E .- _
their teen’s progress and needs 0/0 2/65 14/45.2. 15/484
E. Parent-teacher conferences with ‘
all families B 0/0 4/12.9 - 12/38.7 15/48.4
F. Parent and other volunteers at .
school 2/6.5 16/51.6 10/323 2/65 1
G. Information to assist parén!s to . - - -
monitor their teen’s homework 1/3.2 19/61.3 ~ 10/32.3 1/3.2
H. Information to assist parents to
talk with their teen about class work, o ) .
skills, and- subjects 0/0 21/67.7 9/29.0 0/0
1. Homework for students that
requires them to talk with someone . R
at home about their class work 1/3.2 - 19/61.3 .10/32.3. 0/0
J. Information to parents on how to
help their teen plan for education or . :
employment beyond high school 0/0- 8/25.8 16/51.6 7/22.6
K. Participation by families in - .
PTA/PTO, other committees, and : :
decision making roles 2/65 19/61.3 8/25.8 2/65

‘| L. Committees involving parents tc . ‘ .
review the high school curriculum 2/6.5 9/29.0 18/58.1 2/6.5
M. Committees involving parents to T
review school policies 0/0 ~12/38.7 16/51.6 "3/9.7

‘[ N. Business and community
partnerships to enrich school 1/3.2 9/29.0 20/64.5 1/3.2

' Noté: The first number is the frequency; the second is the percent.
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Table 38: How ngh School Prmclpals Would Like Parents to Be Involved

_ Not Important A Litte Important | Pretty Important Very Important
A. Set up a quiet place and time for . .
studying at home 00 132 117355 - 18/58.1
B. Know what their teen is cxpected to .
learn each year 00 . 132 12/38.7 17/54:8
C. Check regularly that homework is
done 00 2/6.? 14/452 15/48.4
D. Talk with their teen at home about ) .
what they are learning in class _ 00 0o 13/41.9 18/58.1 ‘ 4 .
E. Encourage teen to participate in class on 132 11355 19/613 - 1
F. Ask teachers for specific ideas on how
to talk with their teen about homework 132 132 21/67.7 7122.6
G. Talk to teachers about problems thelr . : Ce
teen is“facing at home on - 2/65 21617 - 7226
H. Attend assemblies and other special - ) ) )
events at the school . 00 - 4129 15/484 . 12/387
L Talk to their teen about the importance - . | |
of school 0/ v 00 - 226 241174
J. Monitor their teen’s pmgross and
needs in each subject " 00 132 13/41.9 17/54.8
K. Help their teen balance homework, i . : . .
home chores, and outside activities . 00 . 00 101323 21/61.7 .
L. Volunteer to help the school o 10523 17/54.8 Y
M. Join a parent orgamz.nuon or schootl - -
committee . .00 10/323 18/58.1 . 2/65
N. Encourage their teen to participate in ; : ) - '
community activities o - 2/65 2277110 6/194
O. Help their teen plan for future work
or schooling - on . 00 - 117355 20/64.5

145

Noté: The first number is the freqoency; the second is the pércent.
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